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---------------------------------------- Key Dates --------------------------------------27 Apr – Cleaning Bee, page 1- rooms closed 9.30am-2pm
4 May – Maintenance Bee, page 2
See Pottery Programme p6, or WPA calendar at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/

Cleaning Bee Saturday 27 April
Come along Saturday 27 April 9 am to 2 pm!
Morning tea 9.30am
Please join your fellow club members to help keep, maintain and enhance our wonderful pottery
studio space; we need regular working bees to keep it all going. Be there for the great food as
well, Wellington potters are known for their great baking skills - morning tea will be provided!
If you can’t make it on the 27th, contact Vivian, 021-264-5414, as there are jobs
that can be done before that date.
Please note that the studio will be closed to personal use during cleaning bee
dates and times.
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Maintenance Bee 4 May
There are many small maintenance jobs that need doing around the rooms –
DO YOU HAVE ANY SKILLS? Can you hold a hammer? Wield a screwdriver?
Peter Rumble will be at the rooms on:

Saturday 4 May, from 9.30am to 3pm
Come along any time between those hours. Put in as much time as you can afford. Contact Peter Rumble
prior if you can bring tools so that you don’t bring the kitchen sink when all we might need is a tap-washer!

WPA Short Courses Term 2, May 2019
WPA is running a series of short courses during Term 2 – each course consists of 4 sessions, and costs $125.
Courses for this term include Flute Making, Glazing, Hand-Building, and Bowl Making; please see below for
more details, and check page 4 for information on how to enrol and pay.

Flute Making
Course Code: 2019.1 FM
Tutor: Paula Weir
Dates: Wednesday 8, 15, 22, 29 May
Time: 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Places: 6 maximum
Course Price: $ 125
Tools and materials:
 Paper clay or any hand building clay, about
2.5kg
 Flat Knife





Needle tool
Sponge
Ruler

Course Description:
HOW TO MAKE CLAY MAKE MUSIC
In today's world, music has become something professional people do, and anything less than studiopolished perfection is not good enough. Many people give up and miss out on the fun, cognitive benefits
and mental health boost that making their own music provides.
Making your own instrument is less complicated than you think. It is a kind of magic you can do even if you
never got that letter from Hogwarts, and can make making your own music even more satisfying as well as
opening up a whole new world in pottery.
The course will cover the basics of clay flutes and ocarinas. How to make a whistle and how to tune finger
holes. From there we can learn a few tricks to put whistles and tone holes into fun sculptural pieces or
pots/cups.
These basic principles are something anyone can learn with a bit of persistence. Basic hand building skills
are more important than musical training. If a lump of clay can learn to make music, then so can you!
For further information on the course please contact your tutor: paula.weir@outlook.co.nz

Beginner’s Introduction to Glazing
Course Code: 2019.2 BG
Tutor: Karla Marie
Dates: Tuesday 7, 14, 21, 28 May
Time: 6pm to 8pm
Places: 6 maximum
Course Price: $ 125
Tools and materials:
 Minimum 8 bisque pots (your own work)
 Mask




Gloves
Sponge
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What will you learn:
 Orientation of the glaze room at WPA
 Preparation, safety and precautions
 Differences between glazes
 Intro to WPA firing temperatures
 Intro to under-glazes
 Need to know tips for unglazed ceramic
objects
 Preparing the object and glazes
 Selecting your glazes
 Work area set up
 Waxing, latex, resist techniques, crayons










More safety
Mixing, stirring, rehydrating
Applying the glaze/under-glaze
Dipping pouring brushing sponging
Glazing techniques Waxing, latex, resist
techniques, crayons
Finishing, correcting errors, wiping, thickness
checking.
Intro to Airbrush/spray gun set-up, use,
techniques and cleaning of spray-gun
Compressor and ventilation spray booth.

Want to learn the magical art of glazing? What it is, how to stay safe and produce stunning results?
For more information please contact your tutor at: myladyknz@gmail.com

Boot Camp Hand-Building
Course Code: 2019.3 HB
Tutor: Peter Rumble
Dates: Thursday 9, 16, 23, 30 May
Time: 9.30am to 12pm
Places: 6 maximum
Course Price: $ 125
This Boot Camp Course is about understanding hand-building techniques. It is not
about making a finished product although this may well be achieved occasionally in the course of a Session.
Each Session is full-on and will likely contain extra information not set out below.
What you will need:
Bring 1 kilo of any grogged clay for Session 1, during which there'll be advice on which clays are best suited
to hand-building.

What you will learn:
 Wedging methods + blending clay types; add grog; add foreign materials
 How to make a pinch pot
 Paper-clay joining; slip/clay decoration; how to make slip
 Coiling techniques; large “flats” construction
 Slab making
 Drape and Press moulding + addition of texture + patterns
 Making open-ended boxes, one-slab lidded box, and tetrahedrons
 Making cylinders, attaching a base
 Use of stamps and sprigs
 Sgraffito, inserting, incising, carving, burnishing
For further information please contact your tutor Peter Rumble: sales@rumbles.co.nz.

Pottery with Purpose: Bowls
Course Code: 2019.4 BO
Tutor: Vivian Rodriguez
Dates: Friday 10, 17, 24, 31 May
Time: 6pm to 8.30pm
Places: 6 maximum
Course Price: $ 125
Tools and Materials
Clay (not porcelain or paper clay)
Throwing tools: trimming triangle, pottery needle, pottery knife, throwing bats if you have them, sponge,
vinegar, cutting wire, rubber, wood or metal kidney, trimming tools (sharp)
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Course Description:
This class will focus on design, form and functionality of the bowl as a basic ceramic shape. Emphasis will be
placed on throwing, trimming and decorative techniques.
Students will also learn key aspects of production pottery and gain the necessary skills to duplicate shape
and form to complete a set of 4 bowls.
Important:
This is not a throwing course, in order to take this class you need to be able to centre and work without any
assistance with at least 500 grams of clay.
For further information please contact your tutor: vivavivianr@gmail.com

Enrolments and Payment Method for WPA Short Courses:
In order to enrol in any of these WPA courses you need to:
1. Email Course Coordinator Vivian Rodriguez, vivavivianr@gmail.com, to check for space on the course;
2. Pay via the WPA Eftpos machine (price per course $125);
3. Enter the details in the Payment Book (blue folder next to the Eftpos machine) with WPA course name
and code (e.g. Flute making 2019.1 FM) along with usual details of date, your name, and the Eftpos
transaction number;
4. Email Vivian at vivavivianr@gmail.com the details of your Eftpos transaction number, the course
name and code;
5. Please note that you are not enrolled in the course until you have completed the payment transaction
and emailed the details to the Course Coordinator;
6. Please note: cancellations received up to 7 days before the course starts will incur a 30% handling fee;
cancellations within 7 days, no refunds. Note: the course fees have been deliberately kept low to make
them accessible to all. Cancellations at short notice not only disadvantage others who may have
wanted to enrol but, without financial penalties, could make the classes non-viable.

WPA Annual Exhibition Ceramicus – Help Needed!
The WPA has held an annual exhibition since 1958, but it can’t be run without volunteers, and we really
need some help to organise this year’s Ceramicus. Unless we can get some willing volunteers, it won’t
happen, and it would be a real shame to drop the ball
after managing to keep it in the air for the last 60
years! The dates aren’t confirmed yet, as discussions
are ongoing with the NZ Academy of Fine Arts, but we
are hoping for a date in November. We need your help
to make it happen, and these are some of the roles
that we need to fill; note that it really is a group
effort, so if people wanted to do certain tasks in small
groups that would be fine too. Please contact us with
comments, ideas, and/or possible ways in which you
could help out:



Venue, Exhibition Partner + Artist Liaison: to liaise with venue and guest artist and Watercolour NZ



Communications: to plan and execute communications strategy (write press releases, plan social
media and advertising campaign, liaise with designer and web administrator etc.)



Exhibition Management: oversees and organises roster and volunteers before (receiving day,
selection day, logistics), during (sales table rostering + material organisation) and for pack-down of
the exhibition, provides sales table material and acts as first point of contact throughout the
exhibition for volunteers, visitors and buyers



Designer: to create all publicity material for the exhibition: poster, catalogue, flyer, invitation etc.



Fundraising/ Grants/ Sponsorship Liaison & Applications: to liaise with award sponsors, write
grant funding applications and reports

Please contact Elaine Marland (elainejmarland@gmail.com, 021-0505-335) if you can help in any way.
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Cubby Payments Due - Last Chance!
All members whose cubby fee was due on 1st April and had not paid were emailed on 18th April with a FINAL
WARNING. If you do not wish to renew you must clear the contents of your cubby IMMEDIATELY. On
Wednesday 1st May, any cubbies not paid for will have their contents removed. Unfortunately we just do
not have the facilities to store these contents, therefore after 1 May they will become WPA property, and
may be disposed of by WPA. Please contact Maria (mkoroniadis@gmail.com) with your payment details
before 1st May if you wish to retain your cubby.

Pit Firing Workshop Review
The twice-delayed pit firing workshop (curse that Wellington weather) finally took place on 13th and 14th
April, and those that could make it enjoyed an action-packed and instructive time. Chris Dunn took us
through the process of decorating our work, then the building of the pit itself, followed by the placing of
our work into the sawdust, along with incantations and the sprinkling of the sacred salts and sulphates.
Decorating our work was a wild and wonderful thing, people had brought along all sorts of materials,
including banana skins, corn husks, seaweed, citrus skins, hay, strips of material soaked in salt and copper
sulphate, coffee grounds, copper wire, and even a pile of bones (which produced some wonderful reds and
oranges, I’m definitely trying that one when I pitfire again).
Chris wasn’t entirely pleased with the firing, as he thought that the Manuka used had not been dry enough,
and had produced some incrustations on some of the work; however we were all pleased with the results,
and Chris got a lot of requests for another pit-firing as soon as possible! We all learned a lot, and are keen
to do more; thank you Chris!
Elaine Marland

Loading the kiln with our work – pit and barrel firing underway – and examining the results with Chris

Porcelain Workshop with Jenny Shearer 22-23 June
22 – 23 June 2019
10am – 4pm
Porcelain Teapot Workshop with Jenny Shearer
Details to be confirmed, but in the interim; this will be a 2 day workshop making teapots, mainly thrown
but can be hand-built, using porcelain clay or fine white stoneware. Demonstration on Sat morning then
everyone can have a go...joining Sunday and glaze discussion. Cost $130, bring your own clay, firing costs
additional. Keep an eye on the WPA website Workshops page, and the June newsletter, for further details!
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Don’t Block the Driveway!
Parking in the driveway behind the building is PROHIBITED. Our lease specifies this. Any complaints from
the public regarding restriction of access will not only jeopardise our lease with the WCC it will result in
withdrawal of permission to make use of the area at the back (southern end) of the building. Time spent
loading/unloading through the side door should be kept to the absolute minimum. Your co-operation is
vital to our continuing tenure.

Anagama Notes
Anagama Receiving day is 4th August; for those of you who are making their plans already, below is a list of
the Witgert German Clays (currently available from WPA) which may be used in the Anagama.
GERMAN CLAYS WHICH MAY BE USED IN THE ANAGAMA
Name
code
grog
top temp.
Anthracite
AZC
no grog
1,300deg
Anthracite
AZO2
25% @ .2mm 1,300deg
White 11sf
WZO5
25% @ .5mm 1,300deg
White 11sf
WO2
40% @ .2mm 1,300deg
Marmoriet Vintage GWMZ
25% @ .5mm 1,300deg

cost/10kg
$18.00
$18.00
$18.00
$18.00
$22.00

stock (as at 21st April)
12
5
3
6
3

Notes:
Anthracite: at Cone 6 gives a grey-to-black result.
Marmoriet Vintage: a marbled white-and-black clay from the bag. Over-wedging will ruin the effect. Best
for slab building cut straight from the bag. Scrape back - or sand - joins to reveal pattern again.
We don’t have information on how these clays might perform (colour and effects-wise) in a 100-hour wood
firing except that you can be assured they won’t melt. If you have already bought some German clays that
are not listed above, check the information on the bag which will state the maximum temperature. If it is
1,280 – 1,300 degrees, it is safe to put in the anagama.

Mezzanine Work Spaces Available
MEZZANINE FLOOR WEST END: INDIVIDUAL WORK SPACES AVAILABLE FROM May 1.
Work spaces include a bench area and room for some storage. Sorry, no room for wheels. A monthly fee
applies. Several verbal expressions of interest have been received but these need to be formalised by
emailing your interest, as soon as possible, upon which you will receive a copy of The Contract to
peruse. Contact: Peter Rumble sales@rumbles.co.nz.

Keep our Treasurer’s Hair on…
Whenever you make an eftpos payment please make sure you fill in the payments book (it's just to the left
of the eftpos machine). Without that information there's no proof you have paid - or for what service or
product you have paid. Mike, our Treasurer, is pretty clued up but he's NOT omniscient!

Oliver Morse Solo Exhibition
Oliver Morse returns to his hometown of Taranaki to celebrate his solo exhibition
“Procession of Pariahs”, 11th May - 4th June, held at Kina Gallery, Devon St West, New
Plymouth.
"Procession of Pariahs" is a continuation of Oliver’s autobiographical style, delving into
an exploration of family history through the use of old photographs and other
memorabilia.
Opening is Friday 10th May at 5pm, everyone welcome.
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Portage Ceramic Awards 2019
Entries are now open for the Portage Ceramic Awards 2019. Established in 2001 and administered by Te
Uru Waitākere Contemporary Gallery, The Portage Ceramic Awards is Aotearoa's best-known barometer
for developments in the field of ceramics. Enter online at https://www.teuru.org.nz/index.cfm/whatson/portage/portage-2019-entry-form1/.

Proposed Pottery Programme for 2019
Regular events
 Classes
 Tuesday mornings – share morning tea, and pick up some tips from the experts!
 Friday Club Night – share wine, food, tips – or just your company!
April
 27th, Cleaning Bee– rooms closed to personal use 9am – 2pm
May
 4th, Maintenance Bee
 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th – Beginner’s Introduction to Glazing
 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th – Flute Making course
 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th – Boot Camp Hand-Building
 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st – Pottery with Purpose: Bowls
June
 22nd-23rd, Porcelain Workshop with Jenny Shearer – rooms closed
August
 4th, Anagama Receiving Day
 5th – 11th, Anagama Loading
 11th, Cleaning Bee
 14th – 18th, Anagama Firing
 25th, Anagama Opening and BBQ
November
 23rd, Cleaning Bee
If you have any suggestions for the WPA programme please contact the WPA club. The WPA calendar is
also online at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/; further details on workshops are at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/workshops/.

Pottery Classes 2019
The regular classes at Wellington Potters are organised through the Community Education Centre of
Wellington High School. These are open to members as well as non-members. For further information, see
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/course-catalogue/160-make; for seeing when classes are on, and for more
information about activities at the rooms, see the WPA Online Calendar at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/.
 Mondays starting 6 May, 9.30-11.30am, CEC Pottery - Throwing with Galit Maxwell (no class 3 June).
 Mondays starting 6 May, 5.30-7.30pm, CEC Pottery - Hand-building and Throwing with Anthea Grob (no
class 3 June).
 Mondays starting 6 May, 7.30-9.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing: Next Step with Mal Sole (no class 3
June).
 Tuesdays starting 7 May, 5.30-7.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing: All Levels with Mauritz Basson
 Tuesdays starting 7 May, 7.30-9.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing: All Levels with Mauritz Basson
 Wednesdays starting 8 May, 9.30-11.30am, CEC Pottery - Throwing for Beginners with Galit Maxwell.
 Thursdays starting 9 May, 5.30-7.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing for Beginners with Galit Maxwell.
 Fridays starting 10 May, 10am-12pm, Hand-building and Surface Decoration with Anthea Grob.
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New Members
Wellington Potters welcomes new members: John Belcik; Lucy Burns; Alan Clark; Freya Davies; Sophie
Douglas; Antonia Dunoon; James Eastall; Max Godfrey; Angeline Harrington; Bryan Johnston; Samantha
Judd; Sharon Kilzer; Will Koning; Lisa Kuperus; Adam Laird; Deirdra McMenamin; Maddie Murphy-Harris;
Caitlin Osborne; Ashleigh Porter; Tania Price; Leo Semau; Max Thomas-Edmond.
W ellington Potters currently has a waiting list for new members; for application please email

wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.

About Us – Contacts, Social Media Info
Internet Payments (that’s if you don’t use the
rooms – Eftpos from the kiln room is preferred):
Wellington Potters Association; Account Number:
02 0568-0024590-00.
IMPORTANT: all payments made at the rooms
are to be by Eftpos ONLY.
Location, Mailing Address, Phone & Email: see
front page of Newsletter.

WPA Online Calendar:
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/

Website: The WPA website is at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/; send
contributions or suggestions to
webmaster@wellingtonpotters.org.nz.

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/WellingtonPotters-Association/213144062066063. If you
have any pottery inspiration, cool videos or
articles, or upcoming exhibitions, email your idea
through to Chris Dunn – chrisdunn6@gmail.com.

Clay Purchase: WPA has clay for sale to
members, but the process does rely on the
availability of a few of our hard-working club
members. To organise clay purchase, contact one
of the class tutors. For sales and clay queries,
contact Peter Rumble (021 067 8099) who is
often at the rooms.

WPA Newsletter Deadline: Articles for the June
2019 Newsletter need to be emailed to the Editor
(Elaine Marland elainejmarland@gmail.com) by
25 May 2019.

Membership Costs: as a club we try to keep our
fees down while still covering costs. If for
financial reasons you feel excluded, please
contact the President.

WPA Committee/ office holders: see below.

WPA Committee
President:
Tony Mahoney, ph. 022 0951 982, jlesliemahoney@gmail.com
Vice President, Newsletter Editor, Librarian: Elaine Marland. Ph. 021 050 5335, elainejmarland@gmail.com
Past President:
John Saunders, ph. 021 343 790, kiwipens@gmail.com
Secretary, Orientation & Supplies: Kate Ford, 473 5356, 021 121 6531, kate.ford48@gmail.com,
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Treasurer:
Mike Doyle, 021 631 187, mprzzd@hotmail.com.
Committee Members
Classes:
Vivian Rodríguez, 021-264-5414.
Maintenance Manager:
Mauritz Basson, 021 479 970, zw296454@gmail.com.
Treasurer’s Assistant, Ceramicus Convenor 2018: Ulli Rosenfeld, 022-089-2952, ulli.r@gmx.de.
Workshop Coordinator:
Nicole Gaston, 022-674-7815, nicolemgaston@gmail.com.
Funding Co-ordinator:
Siobhan Costigan, 021 113 3941, siobhan.costigan@gatewayteleport.com
Jane Gray, 022 479 1759, sweetjanie_7@yahoo.co.uk.
Co-opted members
Anagama Coordinator:
Alan Ross, 566 8922, alan.lynne.ross@gmail.com.
Membership:
Vera Burton, 938 8207, veeanddave93@gmail.com.
Clay Purchase:
Peter Rumble, 021 067 8099, sales@rumbles.co.nz.
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