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Key Dates (rooms closed for all events)
1 Dec – Ceramic Jewellery
5 Dec – Throwing Experimental Shapes
9 Dec – Working Bee
17 Dec – Last Day Club Firing for 2018
25 Jan – The Business of Craft
26-27 Jan – Mould Making
See Pottery Programme p6, or WPA calendar at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/

Ceramicus 18 - A Big Success
The 60th WPA annual exhibition Ceramicus 18 was celebrated on Wednesday 14 November. The exhibition,
at Academy Galleries on Queens Wharf from 16 November to 1 December, shows over 150 works created
by WPA members, and new pieces by guest artist Sam Duckor-Jones. Held with Splash 2018, the national
exhibition of Watercolour NZ, the walls display impressive and colourful artworks too.
The well attended opening night began with a warm welcome by WPA’s president Tony Mahoney and was
officially opened by Deputy Mayor Jill Day who noted the importance of the arts and diverse creative
communities in the wider Wellington region. Guest selector Sam Duckor-Jones related the joys and
challenges of curating the show and choosing a range of fabulous award winners, including the Wellington
Museum Premier Acquisition Award for Excellence in Ceramics won by Oliver Morse (for the second year in
a row!) for his work "Cordial Boy".
In addition there were a further six prizes announced: the Vessel Award for Excellence in Wheel-thrown
Ceramics went to Mal Sole’s magnificent “Wood-fired Vessel”, the Artzone Award for Excellence in Handbuilt Ceramics went to Wairarapa potter Sophie Bidwill for her outstanding sculpture “The Drip”, the
Mamaku International “He Kōrero Waihanga Uku” Award that this year focussed on the story of creation of
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Hine-Ahu-One was won by Keil Cas’ creation “Hue”. The Waikato Ceramics Award for Excellence as a Firsttime Exhibitor went to Nicole Gaston for her work “Vagina Teapot” and the Nelson Pottery Supplies Award
for Innovation in Ceramics was won by Dani Henke’s piece “Deer?” which impressed the judge with its twist
on original and projected artwork. One award is still to come: visitors to the exhibition can vote for the
People’s Choice Award, kindly sponsored by Penthouse Cinema. The lucky winner will be announced on the
last day of the exhibition, on 1 December; make sure you visit, and vote! Also, buy a raffle ticket or two to
win some outstanding clay creations for your home, or a pottery experience. Sales are currently going very
well.

Clockwise from top left: Oliver Morse and Sam Duckor-Jones; Jann and Roger
Pearce with Sam’s “Application Lamps”; President Tony Mahoney; the crowd on
opening night; and Ceramicus organiser extraordinaire Ulli Rosenfeld

Ceramicus 19 – Time to Start Planning
Yes, we know that Ceramicus 18 hasn’t finished yet (at the time of writing), but WPA is urgently looking for
a Ceramicus 2019 organising team. Roles that we need to fill are:
 Venue, Exhibition Partner + Artist Liaison: to liaise with venue and guest artist and Watercolour NZ
 Communications: to plan and execute communications strategy (write press releases, plan social media
and advertising, liaise with designer etc.)
 Exhibition Management: oversees and organises roster and volunteers before (receiving day, selection
day, logistics), during (sales table rostering + material organisation) and for pack-down of the
exhibition, provides sales table material and first point of contact throughout the exhibition.
 Designer: to work with comms person.
 Fundraising/ Grants Applications.
Some of these roles can be split; contact Elaine Marland marland@xtra.co.nz if you think you can help.

Working Bee Sunday 9 December
Come along Sunday 9 December 9 am to 3 pm!
(note, originally advertised as being 8th December – changed to 9th)
Lunch will be provided
Please join your fellow club members to help keep, maintain and enhance our wonderful pottery
studio space; we need regular working bees to keep it all going. Be there for the great food as
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well, lunch will be provided! If you can’t make it on the 9th, contact Vivian, 021-264-5414, as there
are jobs that can be done before that date.
Please note that the studio will be closed for personal use during working bee dates and times.

After the working bee – 25% of selected clays
We will be selling some of our stocks of clay immediately after the Working bee at a discount of 25% –
working bee attendees will be given preference!

Ceramic Jewellery with Anthea Grob, 1 Dec
Ceramic Jewellery with Anthea Grob
Saturday 1 December
10am to 4pm
Just in time for Christmas – learn to make your own ceramic jewellery. Anthea’s workshop will include
construction of bead and brooch firing supports. Using a bead roller, making several types of bead, making
firing supports, Egyptian paste, ideas tips and tricks, flexible knots and fastenings.
Suitable for beginners. Bring a notebook & apron.
$80 for WPA members ($100 non-Members) includes materials but NOT FIRING.
Register at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/workshops/register-for-a-workshop/
Questions or comments? Email workshops@wellingtonpotters.org.nz

Throwing Experimental Shapes, James Lemon, 5 Dec
Throwing Experimental Shapes with James Lemon
Wednesday 5 December
5.30pm to 8.30pm
James Lemon (https://james-lemon.com/) is coming to Wellington Potters’
Association! From James –
“I’ve never been a fan of precision, I know it’s necessary sometimes but there’s more fun in flaws. Embracing
a playful and open throwing technique is what I do to make the work I make. So what does alternative
forming look like? That’s the fun bit, I DON’T KNOW, and that’s an integral part of the process. Approaching
the wheel with experimental methods to creating unique work requires an open mind, an ability to learn by
failure and a sense of humour. In this mini masterclass I will demonstrate movements on wheel which we
will apply to standard forms. We’ll be working with three basic shape of varying sizes depending on skill
level to get a sense of the tolerance different forms have to a ‘playful’ approach, you will learn to be brave
and confident with your throwing and gain a clearer understanding of the way you make and the different
paths we can take to overcome challenges of off-kilter production.”
This workshop is suitable for beginners.
Participants should bring 10 kgs ungrogged mid-fire clay or purchase PCW from the club at the
workshop. Firing costs NOT included.
Register at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/workshops/register-for-a-workshop/
Questions or comments? Email workshops@wellingtonpotters.org.nz

The Business of Craft with Rhonda Tracey, 25 Jan 2019
The Business of Craft with Rhonda Tracey
25 January 2019
6pm to 8pm
Hear from Rhonda Tracey (https://www.thecraftkit.com/) about “Strategies for turning a passion for
pottery into a successful business”.
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This talk will cover all aspects of the business side of ceramics. No registrations required, come along to
learn from Rhonda and enjoy some drinks & nibbles. Suggested koha $5.
RSVP at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/workshops/register-for-a-workshop/

Mould Making with Richard Stratton, 26-27 Jan 2019
Mould Making with Richard Stratton
Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 January 2019
10am to 4pm
Learn all about plaster moulds and how to make moulds for slip casting. Details to be determined; go to the
WPA Workshops page at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/workshops/ to register your interest.

Pit firing with Chris Dunn, 3, 23 & 24 Feb 2019
Pit Firing with Chris Dun
3 February 6 pm to 9 pm, 23rd February 10 am to 8pm,
24th February 10am to 1pm
rd

This 3 part workshop will cover all aspects of pit firing including:
 clay preparation, creating a vessel suitable for pit firing (Session I — 3
Feb 6 to 9 pm)
 preparing pots and kiln for firing, making brick pit, cutting wood, stacking
and firing kiln (Session II — 23 Feb 10 am to 8 pm)
 and unstacking kiln, finishing pots, tidying up (Session III — 24 February
10 am to 1 pm).
Strictly limited to 12 participants. Registrations required. Fee TBC. Rain dates for pit firing Sessions II & III
2 & 3 March.
Registration details coming soon! Go to the WPA Workshops page at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/workshops/ to register your interest.

Last Club Firing for 2018


Last Club firing for 2018: Must be ready by noon Monday 17 December. Ready for pickup (space and
kilns behaving dependent) 5pm Thursday 20 December.
 First Day of Firing for 2019: Tuesday 22nd January 2019
Note, KILNS WILL BE CLOSED OVER THE XMAS BREAK – NO PRIVATE FIRINGS

Important Notice – All Licensed Kiln Firers
Please Note: NO firings during the period Thursday 20 December to Tuesday 22 January to allow for kilns
maintenance.
2019 will see significant increases in firing fees. These will be notified following the Committee meeting on
12 December.

Rooms Use – Some New Rules
Our membership has doubled in the last couple of years, and there is increasing strain on our resources.
We have had to make some rules and regulations around storage at the rooms, so please keep an eye out
for signs on shelves etc. A document will be issued following the Committee meeting on 12 December
outlining use of shelving and other matters. See the WPA website and signs at the rooms.
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WPA Radio Interview and Photos
Elaine Marland was interviewed by Mark Amery on Radio NZ “Standing
Room Only” in the run-up to Ceramicus, on “Wellington Pottery Turns
60 – How it Came Back into Fashion”. Check out their website for a
selection of WPA photos from the 1980s (thanks to Vera Burton for her
archive!) to today at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/wpa-radio-nzinterview-photos/ - here’s a few.
Mal Sole and Maureen Irving at The Good, the Bad,
and the Ugly exhibition, 1996

WPA Presidents 1958-1980: From left: Jenny Shearer (front), President
1979-1980; Bob Maitland, President 1977-1978; Flora Christeller,
President 1970-1972; Doreen Blumhardt, Founding President 1958; Patti
Meads, President 1973-1976; Inez Rennie, President 1966-1969

Pit firing with Mike Atkins
& Francesca Costa

A Reminder about Supplies at the Rooms
This message won't be news to most members, but every now and again we need a reminder.

CLAY
The club sells clay at the rooms for the use of our students, and for members who are using it to make
things for their own use, or their grateful friends and relations. And the Anagama and Ceramicus.
Organising the clay is a big job. We aren't a shop, just providing a service for our members. If you are
making large quantities of works, or if you are selling your works, please source your clay somewhere
else. You can buy it from various places online; www.potterysupplies.co.nz, www.botpots.co.nz,
www.pottersclay.co.nz; www.decopot.co.nz).

GLAZES
The Club glazes are made by members, and that's another big job done by volunteers. They love what they
do, they experiment and trial things, and they do it for the use of our students, and members who are
making things on an amateur basis, for our grateful and tolerant recipients. And Ceramicus.
So WPA clay and glazes are for learners and amateurs. Professionals and big time players need to provide
their own. And PLEASE – don’t decant off the glazes for your own experiments, or to take home – THIS IS
NOT ACCEPTABLE UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES!

Anagama Opening
Some 80 anagama enthusiasts, family and friends gathered for the opening of the anagama kiln and
barbeque at Te Haunui, the home of our hosts Graeme and June Houston, on Sunday, 28 October 2018.
With the removal of the wicket all was revealed in this the 14th firing. The work of 78 potters, comprising
375 pots, was carefully removed from the kiln and ushered into the greenhouse to be photographed,
displayed and admired. One of the goals of the Anagama Team in 2018 was to increase the level of
participation in the firing and this was achieved. The previous highest number of participants was 64
potters in the 12th firing.
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We tried to ensure that members, particularly newcomers of whom there were many, were as well
informed as possible about anagama firings, including the forms or shapes that best lend themselves to
wood firings, the types of clay to use and the use of glazes. A photographic montage of pots suitable for
anagama firings was produced and displayed at the rooms. In addition to this poster an informative
explanatory brochure was published. A well-attended Anagama Workshop and Demonstration was also
held.
Apart from the not inconsiderable tasks of preparing and stacking the
firewood and receiving the pots for the firing, the major task undertaken
prior to the firing was loading the kiln. This was an eight day marathon led
by Mal Sole and Peter Rumble with the assistance of a number of willing
helpers. They had a brief day-long enforced respite when the kiln’s firing pit
flooded. Loading the kiln is a demanding and arduous activity and both of
these gentlemen, to whom we are indebted, are recovering from associated
aches and pains. Such is the life of dedicated potters!
The firing itself ran for 100 hours and was divided, as usual, into 16 shifts.
These attracted 7 shift leaders and 47 “official” shift members – a total of 54
pyromaniacs. Problems with the doors caused some unwanted excitement.
The creation of ash, which creates a natural glaze, was less than anticipated
and desirable. One of the contributing factors was less wood than usual was
consumed in this firing.
From the feedback received most participants were satisfied with the results of the firing. However, there
is always room for improvement and we have appreciated the constructive suggestions and observations
we have received. The Anagama Team has met and, as usual, conducted a review of the firing as well as
undertaking preliminary planning for next year’s event. Some of the things being considered include:
 Holding an Anagama Workshop and Demonstration in late February or early March next year to give
novice members ample time to prepare work for the 15th firing, the date of which will be agreed in
consultation with Graeme and June Houston.
 Encouraging members to think about the special character of anagama firings and produce appropriate
pots.
 Expanding the pool of people who are competent to load the kiln.
 Revising the Firing Plan to provide more specific advice as to what is
required or desired on each shift and having a briefing session with
shift leaders prior to the firing.
 Eliminating the opportunity for people to deliver pots to the rooms in
advance of Receiving Day as unfortunately this arrangement was
abused by a number of people. In future those unable to submit pots
in person on receiving days will have to arrange for friends to do so.
Chris Parkin and Sheryl Gallagher photographed the opening and their
photos can be viewed at: Sheryl’s photos are in a sub-folder marked
“Anagama Sheryl” on the top left beneath the heading “Anagama 2018”
(a couple are included in this article).
Thank you to everyone involved.
Alan Ross
Anagama Coordinator

Kiln Loaders Still Needed…
Some applications have been received (thank you!) but more are sought. You must have a kiln licence and
be capable of training others. Other duties will be explained on application. Apply to Peter Rumble,
sales@rumbles.co.nz.
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Chester Nealie Workshop Report
Well-known potter Chester Nealie visited WPA and gave a demonstration of his
techniques followed by a slides-supported lecture on Saturday 3rd November;
these were well-attended sessions that were much appreciated by WPA members.
Chester is a very entertaining speaker, and generously shared his vast knowledge
of anagama firing; attendees felt immensely privileged to have been present for
his visit.

Welcome Cubby Woman Maria
Our thanks to Maria Koroniadis, who has stepped in to become Cubby Woman! If you would like to hire a
cubby, please contact Maria at mkoroniadis@gmail.com.

Exhibition - Vivian and Scott
Watch out for the exhibition “Breaking Ground: a Song to Nature”, works by Vivian
Rodriguez, Scott Jania and Mini Gardens, @ Ninjaflower, 90 Dixon Street. Open to the public
Tuesday - Saturday 4th - 15th December, hours Tuesday-Friday 11am-6pm, Saturday 11am5pm.

Proposed Pottery Programme for 2018/19
Regular events
 Classes
 Friday Club Night – share wine, food, tips – or just your company!
December
 1st, Ceramicus closes
 1st, Ceramic Jewellery with Anthea Grob
 5th, Experimental Throwing with James Lemon
 9th, Working Bee
January 2019
 25th, The Business of Craft, with Rhonda Tracey
 26-27th, Mould making with Richard Stratton
February
 3rd, 23rd & 24th Pit Firing, with Chris Dunn
If you have any suggestions for the WPA programme please contact the WPA club. The WPA calendar is
also online at http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/; further details on workshops are at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/workshops/.

Pottery Classes 2018
The regular classes at Wellington Potters are organised through the Community Education Centre of
Wellington High School. These are open to members as well as non-members. For further information, see
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/course-catalogue/160-make; for seeing when classes are on, and for more
information about activities at the rooms, see the WPA Online Calendar at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/.








Mondays starting 15 Oct, 9.30-11.30am, CEC Pottery - Throwing with Galit Maxwell.
Mondays starting 15 Oct, 12-2pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing Japanese style with Lyuba Zhilkina.
Mondays starting 15 Oct, 5.30-7.30pm, CEC Pottery - Hand-building and Throwing with Anthea Grob.
Mondays starting 15 Oct, 7.30-9.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing for Beginners with Anthea Grob.
Tuesdays starting 16 Oct, 5.30-7.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing: All Levels with Mauritz Basson.
Tuesdays starting 16 Oct, 7.30-9.pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing: All Levels with Mauritz Basson.
Wednesdays starting 17 Oct, 9.30-11.30am, CEC Pottery - Throwing for Beginners with Galit Maxwell.
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Wednesdays starting 17 Oct, 12-2pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing for Beginners with Anthea Grob.
Thursdays starting 18 Oct, 5.30-7.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing for Beginners with Galit Maxwell.
Thursdays starting 18 Oct, 7.30-9.30pm, CEC Pottery - Throwing for Beginners with Galit Maxwell.
Fridays starting 19 Oct, 10.00-12pm, CEC Pottery - Pottery Glazes with Anthea Grob.

New Members
Wellington Potters currently has a moratorium on new members, until 1 January 2019; application forms
from the WPA website http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/, or email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.

About Us – Contacts, Social Media Info
Internet Payments:
Wellington Potters Association; Account Number:
02 0568-0024590-00
Location, Mailing Address, Phone & Email: see
front page of Newsletter.
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/WellingtonPotters-Association/213144062066063. If you
have any pottery inspiration, cool videos or
articles, or upcoming exhibitions, email your idea
through to Chris Dunn – chrisdunn6@gmail.com.
Website: The WPA website is at
http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/; send
contributions or suggestions to
webmaster@wellingtonpotters.org.nz.
WPA Online Calendar:

Clay Purchase: WPA has clay for sale to
members, but the process does rely on the
availability of a few of our hard-working club
members. To organise clay purchase, contact one
of the class tutors.
WPA Committee/ office holders: see below.
WPA Newsletter Deadline: Articles for the
February 2019 Newsletter (no newsletter in
January) need to be emailed to the Editor (Elaine
Marland marland@xtra.co.nz) by 25 January
2019.
Membership Costs: as a club we try to keep our
fees down while still covering costs. If for
financial reasons you feel excluded, please
contact the President.

http://wellingtonpotters.org.nz/activities/calendar/

WPA Committee
President:
Tony Mahoney, ph. 022 0951 982, jlesliemahoney@gmail.com
Vice President, Newsletter Editor, Librarian: Elaine Marland. Ph. 021 050 5335, marland@xtra.co.nz
Past President:
John Saunders, ph. 021 343 790, kiwipens@gmail.com
Secretary, Orientation & Supplies: Kate Ford, 473 5356, 021 121 6531, kate.ford48@gmail.com,
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Treasurer:
Mike Doyle, 021 631 187, mprzzd@hotmail.com.
Committee Members
Classes, Clay Purchase:
Vivian Rodríguez, 021-264-5414
Maintenance Manager:
Mauritz Basson, 021 479 970, zw296454@gmail.com.
Treasurer’s Assistant, Ceramicus Convenor 2018: Ulli Rosenfeld, 022-089-2952, ulli.r@gmx.de.
Workshop Coordinator:
Nicole Gaston, 022-674-7815, nicolemgaston@gmail.com.
Jane Gray, 022 479 1759, sweetjanie_7@yahoo.co.uk.
Siobhan Costigan, 021 113 3941, siobhan.costigan@gatewayteleport.com.
Co-opted members
Anagama Coordinator:
Alan Ross, 566 8922, alan.lynne.ross@gmail.com.
Membership:
Vera Burton, 938 8207, veeanddave93@gmail.com.
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