May 2017

Upcoming Dates to Note in Your Diary Now!
28 April

Empty Bowls Social Session, 6-8pm

4 May

Introduction to Glazing Workshop (Glaze Room closed 7-9pm)

5 May

Empty Bowls Social Session, 6-8pm

11 May

Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if held - Glaze Room closed 7-9pm)

12 May

Empty Bowls Social Session, 6-8pm

18 May

Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if held - Glaze Room closed 7-9pm)

19 May

Empty Bowls Social Session, 6-8pm

25 May

Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if held - Glaze Room closed 7-9pm)

26 May

Empty Bowls Social Session, 6-8pm

Regular events:
Fridays

Club night at the rooms - share food, wine, tips, or just your company!
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Empty Bowls 2017
Empty Bowls overview:
In 2015 Empty Bowls NZ was launched, starting from an internationally based idea
and a lot of questions about supporting our Community. Over 900 bowls were made
in 6 months and sold during August 2015, raising almost $20,000. This money went
directly to the Downtown Community Ministry for their invaluable work with
Wellington’s “in need” and at risk community.
Empty Bowls 2017 is the second time around and has gone out to a wider
community of professional potters whose income is solely derived from clay and
those from within the clubs; Wellington Potters Association, Otaki Potters and
The Woolshed Potters in Porirua.
Moore Wilson’s, who also appreciate the tireless work of The Downtown
Community Ministry, are the sole distributors of the Empty Bowls for 2017.
Launch date is Saturday 2 September 2017 at Moore Wilson’s Wellington City.
Other Moore Wilson’s outlets including Wairarapa and Porirua will also be in on
the action.
We’ve been generously supported by Waikato Ceramics who have the best clay
out! Waikato Ceramics Macs Mud. It’s a fabulous white clay, great to throw &
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build bowls with and will present good glazes well. Please come and try it out for yourself, if you have not yet
done so, and make a bowl or three!
The 2017 EB project would like to thank the following people who have already started work on bowl making:
Jenny Turnbull, Rod Graham, Margaret Hunt, Shane Winchcombe, Jenny Shearer, Anthea Grob, Mary
Smith, Geoff and Linda Savill, Chris Dunn, Rhonda Edwards, Rosemary O’Hara, Linda Forrest, Elaine
Marland, Sue Dasler, Nicola Dench, Aimee McLeod, Pamela Annsouth, Rebecca Flowerday, Anneke
Borren, Alan Carabott, Lucy Gibson, Nicole Gaston, Rhonda Tracey, Jade Valour, Eileen Preval, Pam
Guest, Sadie Shaw, John Saunders, Marianna Musicante, Saera Chun, Keil Cas, Beth Honore, Grace
Sharp, Nicole Suarez, Stefan Halloy, Chris Parkin, Teariki Mamaku, Hedy A, Lyuba Zhilkina and Nadine
Dodge.
If you’re intending to be involved with Empty Bowls and need clay, please contact Rebecca at
ucanhelp@emptybowls.org.nz or call 04 974 8733 or txt 027 279 9077 to order your (free to you) clay.
Pamella Annsouth bowls to be
sold at Moore Wilson’s from
the 2 September 2017

Aimee McLeod and Anneke
Borren bowls to be sold at
Moore Wilson’s from the 2
September 2017

Introduction to Glazing Workshop 4 May
Thursday 4th May 7-9pm
One session - 2 hours only - $25
WPA Glazing Room, Tutor: Chris Dunn
This workshop is for members who are not confident with glazes. You will learn how to prepare your pots
and the glazes, apply glazes, and prepare your glazed work for firing. You will need to bring 3 bisque fired
pots.
Workshops start on Thursday 4th May; there will be further Thursday night workshops if there is
interest, and you can book ahead for any Thursday up to the 15th of June.
Workshops will be held if enough people want to attend on the night, otherwise we will roll-over to the next
available date.
Please email cdunn@ihug.co.nz if you are interested.

Learn how to avoid these sort
of glazing disasters!

*** MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: GLAZE ROOM WILL BE CLOSED DURING WORKSHOPS ***

Potter in Residence – Farewell and Hello
We bid farewell to Donna Bruce, whose Potter in Residence term finishes at the end of April; thank you
Donna, there has been some great work and some amazing glazes coming through!
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Aston Christie has been appointed as Potter in Residence for the May to August period. A brief outline of
Aston’s plans:
I plan to continue to explore the notion of form vs function in
a fine art discourse, drawing from my internship with Raewyn
Atkinson and work accepted into the New Zealand Portage
Awards 2015.
I have spent the last year opening and running a milk bar
business. I plan to use this experience to inspire a new range
of works.
As Head of the Ceramics Department at Independent Lake
Camp in Pennsylvania, where I offered hand building classes,
I have a lot of experience in a teaching/workshop environment. This experience as well as having
Madeline Child as my tutor at Dunedin Art School and my involvement with the Spirited Creatures
symposium in Kecskemet, Hungary, gives me a wide repertoire of knowledge to incorporate into the
workshop that I will run for club members as part of my tenure.

Anagama Adornment
The bricklayers have laid their bricks and have rebuilt the front section of the roof of the Anagama kiln and
the sides of the door opening. Ceramic fibre will now applied to further insulate the kiln followed by a
generous layer of adobe.
As the kiln has attracted the unwanted attention of rabbits intent upon creating warrens in the roof, wire
netting will be installed to frustrate their endeavours.
The adobe consisting of clay, sand and straw will be applied genteelly using towels. This is in marked
contrast to the technique used by purists such as Mike Atkins, one of the original builders of the kiln, who
applied adobe containing generous portions of cow dung with his hands with great gusto. He heaped scorn
on those of us less traditional than himself!
Once the kiln has been adorned with adobe the rock buttressing will be reinstated and the kiln fired briefly to
help set the brick mortar.
The bad weather in March and April frustrated our efforts to cut and split firewood for the next firing
tentatively scheduled for September. As dry firewood is central to the success of a firing, it may be
necessary to postpone the firing. A decision will be made in a few months.

Alan Ross
Anagama Co-ordinator
Dave Marshall, Peter
Rumble and Mal Sole
making adobe in
preparation for the next
phase in the kiln repair
project.

As befits such efforts,
a hearty meal awaits
the work horses.
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Around and About in Wellington
THE 70’S DAMES – Jenny Shearer, Anneke Borren, Pamella Annsouth
21 April – 4 June 2017
Toi Object Space, Pātaka
Don’t miss this exhibition at Pātaka in Porirua, where three friends over four decades in the wider ceramic
world present a statement of their continued professional commitment and journey in clay. “Every piece of
clay is a piece of someone’s life – clay sings to them and for them”.

Rosemary O’Hara celebrated the opening of the East Wing of her studio on 23rd April; a lovely new
space, appreciated by all who made it up the steep path, or travelled in style on her cable car!

Yvonne Verry, Rosemary O’Hara and Anthea Grob in the
doorway of Rosemary’s new studio

Proposed Pottery Programme for 2017
Regular events
 Classes
 Friday Club Night – share wine, food, tips – or just your company!
April
 Friday 28th, 6-8pm, Empty Bowls social session
May
 Thursday 4th, Introduction to Glazing Workshop
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 Friday 5th, 6-8pm, Empty Bowls social session
 Thursday 11th, Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if there is interest)
 Friday 12th, 6-8pm, Empty Bowls social session
 Thursday 18th, Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if there is interest)
 Friday 19th, 6-8pm, Empty Bowls social session
 Thursday 25th, Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if there is interest)
 Friday 26th, 6-8pm, Empty Bowls social session
June
 Thursday 1st, Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if there is interest)
 Thursday 8th, Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if there is interest)
 Thursday 15th, Introduction to Glazing Workshop (if there is interest)
July
 Sunday 16th, 9am-3pm – Working Bee for WPA members
September
 Saturday 2nd, Launch of Empty Bowls at Moore Wilson’s
October
 Saturday 14th, 9am-3pm – Working Bee for WPA members
We are still working on an indicative programme of events for 2017 – if you have any suggestions please
contact the WPA club.

What would you like to see? What do you want to learn, what are you interested in?
Let us know, at wellingtonpotters@gmx.com

Pottery Classes


Mondays 5.30pm - 7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Anthea Grob, 8 week sessions from 8th
May, and 31 July 2017 (classes are full; contact Community Education Centre cec@whs.school.nz to
join waiting list).



Tuesdays 5.30pm - 7.30pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 week sessions from 9th May
2017 (classes are full; contact Community Education Centre cec@whs.school.nz to join waiting list).



Tuesdays 7.30pm – 9.00pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 week sessions from 9th May
2017 (classes are full; contact Community Education Centre cec@whs.school.nz to join waiting list).



Wednesdays OR Thursdays 9.30am – 11.30am, OR 12.30pm – 2.30pm, Start 3rd May OR 4th
May, for 8 weeks (Majority rules for which timeslot and which day!). Handbuilding for Beginners,
with Peter Rumble. For WPA members, no clay experience required. Learn how to prepare clay,
make coils, press and drape mould forms, make slabs, make slip, joining, hollowing, inserting, carving,
sprig and stamp making and use thereof, making cylinders. Learn WPA’s firing, glazing and payment
protocols. Full prospectus on application. When applying please identify which time-slot best suits
and which one(s) you could NOT do. To enrol contact Peter at: sales@rumbles.co.nz, mobile 021
0678 099. Cost for 8 week course - $200, to be paid in advance. Clay and firing costs extra.



Wednesdays 5.15pm – 7.15pm, 3rd May for 8 weeks: Japanese Style Pottery for Beginners, with
Lyuba Zhilkina. For WPA members, beginners. Explaining fundamental steps in creation of Japanese
style ceramics. Wedging, centering, Japanese tea bowls, plates/saucers as well as trimming and glazing.
The course will also cover cups, mugs and jugs and go along the process of attaching handles. Contact
lyuba.zhilkina@gmail.com. Cost for 8-week course - $200, to be paid in advance. Clay and firing costs
extra.



Wednesdays 7.15pm – 9.15pm, 3rd May for 8 weeks: Continuing Japanese Style Pottery, with
Lyuba Zhilkina. For WPA members, people confident working with up to 1.5kg of clay or have
completed an earlier course. Developing and growing on skills acquired in the previous class as well as
introduction to decoration of your pieces. The course will cover cylindrical forms, large plates, round
vases, bottles and lidded pots. Decorations will include carving, slip and stamps. Contact
lyuba.zhilkina@gmail.com. Cost for 8-week course - $200, to be paid in advance. Clay and firing costs
extra.
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Thursdays 5pm – 7pm, 4th May for 8 weeks. Combination Coiling, Throwing and Handbuilding
Functional Pottery Forms with Keil Cas. For WPA members, with all levels of skill. Contact
keilcas.com@gmail.com to enrol. Cost for 8 week course - $200, to be paid in advance. Clay and firing
costs extra.



Thursdays 7.15pm – 9.15pm, 4th May for 8 weeks. Introduction to Clay on the Wheel, with Alan
Carabott. For WPA members who are new to clay. Alan's class is a stress free and fun introduction to
clay on the wheel, taking you from a sticky lump of clay to a bowl, cup or plate. It is not a race but just
the first few step to having the confidence to make what you want in a safe and fun way. Contact
alancarabott1@gmail.com to enrol. Cost for 8 week course - $200, to be paid in advance. Clay and
firing costs extra.



Fridays 9.45am - 12pm: 5th May for 8 weeks, Intermediate Classes with Anthea Grob. For WPA
members with some experience, see details below. This course is designed to go a bit deeper and
really focus on an aspect of practice. In the new term it will be texture - looking at both rough and
smooth, 3D texture, visual texture and the design principles rhythm, interrupted rhythm and contrast. It is
a good opportunity to learn from the class situation and share exploration. The course may morph a little
according to the group interests, but the intended areas of cover are: clay modifications, methods of
creating smooth textures, slipped surface textures, making tools for impressed texture, sculpted texture,
fluted or carved texture, visual texture looking at rhythm and interrupted rhythm and contrast and
possibly glaze modifications and onglaze effects. Classes will be mainly practical, making little tests or
pots to try out ideas introduced. The class is for students who have done a 6-week introduction or
equivalent, so that clay preparation basics, and a couple of forming techniques and studio process such
as need to dry, bisque and glaze etc are already understood, allowing the focus to be taking the creative
aspects further. Anthea Grob is an experienced tutor; she has an MFA from RMIT and has worked with
clay for decades alongside other media. Contact grobanthea@gmail.com, or 9726672 within office
hours. Cost for 8 week course - $200, to be paid in advance. Clay and firing costs extra.



Saturdays 8.30am-10.30am: 6th May for 8 weeks, Beginners Mixed Handbuilding and Throwing
classes with Anthea Grob (*times changing to 8-10am if a club workshop held in the Rooms). For
WPA members who are new to clay, see details below. This is a mixed hand-building and throwing
class. It will include the basics of what clay is, how to prepare it and look after it. Forming techniques,
studio process such as bisquing, glaze application. Some aspects of the design element texture will also
be looked at. Classes are informal usually following the format of a demonstration followed by students
free to apply the techniques presented. The last two classes will be reserved for glazing work. Note: The
main topic of each class takes the focus at the beginning of class. Returning students may wish to follow
their own projects, with the tutor freer to give guidance more towards end of session. The class is for
members of WPA who are new to clay, and those students who may wish to repeat the beginners’
course. There is a lot to learn and members who have repeated the course recommend doing so.
Anthea Grob is an experienced tutor; she has an MFA from RMIT and has worked with clay for decades
alongside other media. Contact grobanthea@gmail.com, or 9726672 within office hours. Cost for 8 week
course - $200, to be paid in advance. Clay and firing costs extra.



*note courses can only go ahead if there are sufficient enrolments, otherwise the course will be
postponed or cancelled and enrolment fee refunded

For further information on all courses, please email Wellington Potters Association
(wellingtonpotters@gmx.com).

New Members
Wellington Potters welcomes new members: application forms from wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Latest new members: Jo Benge, Olivia Deakin, Nadine Dodge, Jane Gray, Simon Mills, Georgia Munn,
Deborah Sweeney, Karen Taylor, Marjan van den Belt, Cain Taylor.

Club and Committee Contacts
FEE PAYING BY Internet:
Wellington Potters Association - Account Number: 02 0568-0024590-00
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Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-Potters-Association/213144062066063. If you have
any pottery inspiration, cool videos or articles, or
upcoming exhibitions, email your idea through to Chris
Dunn – cdunn@ihug.co.nz

Buying Clay: WPA has clay for purchase by members, but organising that purchase does rely on the time
and availability of a few of our hard-working club members. To organise clay purchase, email Chris Dunn
cdunn@ihug.co.nz, talk to one of the class tutors, or see the current Potter in Residence at the Rooms,
Aston Christie.
Suggestions Box: Suggestions about what needs doing, or better ways of organising the club – see the
Suggestion Box on the front table upstairs.
Articles for the June Newsletter need to be emailed to the Editor’s cat by
25 May 2017
(Elaine Marland <marland@xtra.co.nz>)

As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.

WPA Committee
President
Vice President/
Newsletter Editor
Past President
Secretary/Orientation

John Saunders
Elaine Marland

kiwipens@gmail.com
marland@xtra.co.nz

Mike Doyle
Chris Dunn

021 343 790
021 050 5335
384 4718
021 227 8151
473 5356
021 121 6531
021 631 187
021 138 8472

Treasurer
Committee Members

Shona Carstens

473 3055

shona.carstens@xtra.co.nz

Alan Carabott

027 286 7270

alancarabott1@gmail.com

Lyuba Zhilkina

021 024 00550

info@kiwiclay.com

Tim Harcourt

970 6908
020 4003 5005

harcourt.tim@gmail.com

Anagama co-ordinator

Alan Ross

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Membership

Vera Burton

938 8207

davee42@clear.net.nz

Cubbies

Joe Zuccarello

479 1299

joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Mauritz Basson
Kate Ford

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.com
kate.ford48@gmail.com
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
mprzzd@hotmail.com
cdunn@ihug.co.nz

Co-opted members
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