December 2016

Upcoming Dates to Note in Your Diary Now!
2 December

Pizza (Free!), and Ceramicus Feedback Club Night

13 December

Last Club Firings for 2016

16 December

Last Day to Apply for Potter in Residence! See page 5

24 December

All personal material to be removed from Kiln & Glaze Room

17 January

First Club Firings for 2017

Regular events:
Fridays

Club night at the rooms - share food, wine, tips, or just your company!
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Welcome from the President
We are fast coming up on the end of a busy year here at the pottery. As the weather warms, there is a sense
of things drawing to a close, a realisation that activity will soon be winding down in readiness for the holiday
break. Classes and club firings will finish mid-December so there will be less activity in the rooms. Like
many, I will have to resist the temptation to start new projects, and instead deal to those half-finished pots…
Against that backdrop, there is still a lot of committee work going on behind the scenes. I would like to thank
Mauritz and the outgoing team for the hard work and dedication over the past year which has made a real
difference for all of us. I would particularly like to call out the help we have received from Mike - our
Treasurer - who has worked hard to move our accounts over to Xero and get our financial house in order.
The WPA has come a long way from the first small group of enthusiasts operating out of a garage in
Newtown and that growth looks set to continue. We are now at around 250 members, with more people
applying to join each month. Central to that growth has been a dedicated group of volunteers who among
other things run the kilns, organise the workshops and activities, take care of correspondence, banking, and
so on. All of this is given a home by our wonderful building tucked away on the edge of the Town Belt here
in Wellington.
While our membership and our facilities have continued to grow, some of our management structures have
not and we are getting stretched in a number of areas. At the AGM, it was agreed that we had reached the
point where a rooms manager was warranted, and our committee came away with a mandate to make it
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so. After all there is money in the bank, we are growing with all that entails, and it is something we have
talked around for a wee while. But it seems that it is not as easy as it sounds. Firstly we would have to be
able to afford it - yes we have money in the bank, but no we don’t have the cash flow. We could pay for the
rooms manager for a year, but what happens when we need to replace the roof, re-clad the exterior, or buy a
new kiln?
It is broadly recognised that we need to take a deep look at how we operate, while staying true to our core
purpose. To help lay the foundation for that next step in our evolution as a group, the outgoing committee
created a much needed strategy framework which was circulated at the AGM, outlining why we exist how
that might express itself.
Our ongoing work as a committee is to further investigate and implement that strategy. It’s a broad remit and
we are going to need help from time to time - from members and in some cases from external
professionals. Among other things we need to look at the membership structure, what roles are needed to
run WPA now and into the future, we need renegotiate the lease for the land on which the building sits, to
finalise a building management plan and start to close the list of deferred maintenance projects, we need to
take a fresh look at health and safety in the context of a volunteer society and how that would change if we
were to hire a rooms manager, we need to re-evaluate the use of space in the building (for e.g. we have 100
cubbies to 200+ members), re-assess our tax position should we grow further to afford that rooms manager the list goes on.
While a lot of the work will support our current state, some of it may involve change. I’m calling this out now
so that you have context when we do come out to share our findings. In the meantime, feel free to put
suggestions in the suggestions box (great for anonymity) or feel free to write directly. I’m happy to take and
collate any suggestions, thoughts, comments or concerns to share with the committee.
In the meantime, happy potting and happy holidays.
John Saunders
President

End of Year Clear Out and Firing Calendar
We need members to remove EVERYTHING that they have in the kiln room and the glaze room by 24
December 2016!
Prior to a big clean-up over the holiday period, and to make space for the possible polishing of the concrete
floors, we need members to remove everything; that is all of their work, their glazing
materials, and their equipment.
LAST DAY FOR REMOVAL: 24 December 2016.
What Needs to Go:
*All bisqued work
*all glazed work.
*all personal glazes¸equipment and glaze materials
Please note that any of the above not removed by 24 December will be disposed
of.
Damp Cupboard and Upstairs Drying Shelves
As of Monday 14 December, any works in the Damp Cupboard and on the Drying Shelves not named, or if
named but dated outside of the allowed periods for being in those places, will be sent to the Recycling Bins.
Last Club Firings for 2016: Tuesday 13th December.
First Club Firings for 2017: Tuesday 17th January.

Ceramicus 2016 Review
The Wellington Potters’ Association annual exhibition, Ceramicus 2016, opened on 4th November with a
stunning layout in the New Zealand Portrait Gallery, grouped around the gorgeous pots of Selector and
Exhibitor Rick Rudd. The customised lighting plan showed the pots off beautifully
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.

At the exhibition opening, Nicola Dench presented Rick with a framed life membership of New Zealand
Potters, Rick presented the awards for exhibitors (see below), and his Excellency the Japanese Ambassador
Mr Takahashi Takata opened the exhibition.
2016 Ceramicus was a successful event, with an increase of 5% in $ value over last year.

First Time Exhibitor Award: Paul Giles
Merit Award: Alan Ross, Brad Heappey
and Jill Bagnall
Premier Award: Cam Munroe
People’s Choice Award: Vivian Rodriguez
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The highlights include:











The interesting and diverse range of work.
The large number of entries (165) and exhibitors (45).
Rigorous and consistent selection by Rick Rudd.
The excellent display set up by Gloria Young, Nicola Dench and Chris Dunn.
New display stands and lighting organised to highlight the work.
A great opening night with the Japanese Ambassador as guest speaker.
Many visitors, 188 on Opening Night. The gallery staff say that our visitor numbers on the last day
(242) were around the highest they’ve had on any day since opening.
The help and support from many members, especially Dave Marshall and Vera Burton.
Promotion using Facebook.

The lows include:






The earthquake – 6 pots were damaged and our take-down disrupted.
The lack of sponsorship, professional promotion and advertising.
Poor financial organisation around sales, sponsorship and grant application.
The indifferent attitude of some to the need to contribute and make the exhibition a community
effort.

Opportunities and areas we need to improve:







The above.
Planning and support from member.
Raising awareness of the value of working towards the exhibition.
Sales – members sold 20% of the value of their work, 1/3 of the entries.
We need to increase our income from the exhibition. We can do this by:
o Increasing sales value - we need to increase the quality and value of our work, so that we
can charge higher prices and establish a reputation for outstanding ceramics.
o Increasing participation – with more entrants and rigorous selection the standard and
variety of work will increase
o Increasing sponsorship – currently zero – we lose over $700 in prize money due to lack of
sponsorship. Sponsors could cover other costs.
o Improved advertising and promotion.

We’re having a Club Night to talk about suggestions and feedback on Ceramicus – see next item:

Pizza Night & Ceramicus Feedback 2nd December
Club Night 6.30pm Friday 2nd December – Free Pizza!
Come to the Rooms on Friday 2nd December – share some Pizza, and also
your thoughts on Ceramicus. What worked, what do you think should change,
how can we do better next year?
See you there!

Working Bee at WPA Saturday Nov 19th
One of WPA’s quarterly Working Bees was held on Saturday 19th November, and many thanks to all who
turned up to help clean the rooms. Things were cleaned down, the sink traps were emptied (thanks to
Alan Carabott), all of those mundane tasks that need doing were tirelessly carried out, and the troops
enjoyed another marvellous lunch from Vivian Rodriguez. The requests are already going in for the menu
for the next working bee! Thanks to all, and a reminder that WPA needs your continued help to keep
functioning properly and safely.

Rick Rudd - Review of Handbuilding Workshop
Rick Rudd is a nationally and internationally recognised potter and ceramic artist. He arrived in NZ in 1973
fresh from art school in England. He is partly responsible for shifting the focus of pottery in NZ away from
functional domestic ware to artistic ceramics.
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Rick, the selector for our Ceramicus exhibition this year, held a workshop at the WPA rooms on the 5th and
6th of November, the weekend following the opening of the exhibition.
I’m sure we all enjoyed the weekend. We were kept continually occupied on our own projects, developing
sculptural works with a teapot theme. While we worked Rick demonstrated hand building techniques relevant
to our projects. He also taught us how he makes a variety of forms, such as straight sided pieces, enclosed
round shapes and vertical spirals. Decoration included texture with grog and moulded animal faces; he is
fond of gorillas!
Rick’s style is very direct and refreshing. He picks up the clay and starts making a shape from a preliminary
sketch. He will take a small or larger handful of clay, make a hole in it by hand and start pinching. Or he will
flatten the clay by hand and then push it out further with his fingers and thumbs in a rough shape, sometimes
in a mould, avoiding the need for edges. Rick then proceeds with an engineer’s approach, by working out
how the developing shape will need structural support, and where it needs to be left to harden up. He uses
coils and pinched/pushed out pieces of clay to create the next supporting shape for his piece and carries on.
He makes extensions such as spouts and spirals using coils pushed up around a pencil or bamboo brush.
He develops the finished lines of his work with repeated scraping and smoothing using a rib, usually going
back over the piece three or more times.
Rick doesn’t use a slab-roller or an extruder. He doesn’t use a heat-gun or hair dryer, he lets his work dry
naturally, and he doesn’t wedge the clay a lot. He tries to avoid joining edges, although he’s happy to join
handmade coils. He uses clay that fits his style, such as Keane’s White Raku and Abbott’s Brick Red. These
clays are apparently less prone to cracking and are easy to work with when hand-building.
We were amazed to see how Rick used his very practical approach to create such apparently complex
pieces, and to learn that we could too. We enjoyed Rick’s very relaxed approach to teaching and his dry
sense of humour. He was very supportive, considerate and helpful to each of us.
Chris Dunn

Potter in Residence – Apply Now!
We are offering opportunities for potters who would like to use the Potters in Residence studio at Wellington
Potters’ Rooms. Dave Marshall is currently Potter in Residence until the end of December, and we are now
taking applications for the period from 1 January 2017. These 4-month periods offer a period of time for
concentrated work, to do some experimenting, get together a body of work, or prepare for an exhibition,
whatever your goal. The offer is open to local and overseas potters.
We offer:
 A free studio
 A stretch of time to work on your own work
 The opportunity to contribute to the life of Wellington Potters
The conditions are negotiable, but would include:
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 A 4-month residency, with no right of renewal
 Becoming a member of WPA if you are not already one
 Attendance at the rooms for at least 20 hours a week
 A plan of the work you intend to do
 A requirement that you run a workshop for club members
 A commitment to assist with some aspect of the club’s work – making glazes or firing, etc .
 While the studio is rent free, you would pay for your own materials and expenses.
Please send a brief CV with your plan for the 4 months, to wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Those who have applied before should re-apply.
Closing date for the period of January – April 2017 is Friday 16 December 2016.

Library Latest
Latest additions to the Library:

Neil Grant: Introduction to Throwing; Throwing a Plate, Turning & Decorating (DVD 29) – this DVD is a
useful guide for beginners.
The Log Book, no.67, 2016 (Reference only, can be borrowed when next issue arrives)





Teppo Honkala & Gunbda Stewart – experiences as a woodfirer
Woodfiring at the Asahi Pottery
Jason Hess and Dan Murphy Exhibition

Vivian Rodriguez, Librarian

Christmas Ceramics Exhibition

Glazes and Materials - Any Offers?
Stoneware glazes 500g bags Harrison Meyer numbers
 Chun Base P2563
 Matt Green Brown DL6
 Sepia Brown (207)
 Zealand Brown (306)
 Oatmeal Speckle (206)
 Matt Off-white dolomite DL7
 Oxides (200-500 packs)

 Black Iron Oxide
 Red Iron oxide
 Cobalt oxide
 Manganese dioxide
 Crocus Martis
 Rutile
Materials - large bags
 Calcite
 Alumina (calcined)
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 Silica (040)
 Dolomite
 Lead bisilicate
 Cornish stone
 Feldspar
 Eckalite china clay
 Ceraclay China Clay
Earthenware Glazes (powder)
 Transparent (192A)

 Matt Zinc leadless (232)
 Transparent leadless (229)
 Vellum White (239)

Earthenware Glazes (made up)

Green mottle
 Tan Crocus Martis




Brown
Matt brown

Ring Mary Mowbray on 478 8132 or text 021 047 1302

Proposed Pottery Programme for 2017
Regular events
 Classes
 Friday Club Night – share wine, food, tips – or just your company!
2017


Glazing classes

We are still working on an indicative programme of events for 2017 – if you have any suggestions please
contact the WPA club.

Pottery Classes








Mondays 3 pm to 5pm: 14th Nov-5th Dec, Handbuilding with Nicola Dench. A 4 week introductory and
intermediate class for WPA members in hand building and working with clay. Cost: $80 paid to tutor
before course begins, plus clay and firing. Enrolments for 2017: Contact Nicola at
theclaypenquin@hotmail.com or phone 938-3356.
Wednesdays 6:30- 8:30pm: 16th Nov-21st Dec. Japanese style pottery with Lyuba Zhilkina; a 6 week
course teaching the basics of a Japanese style of working with clay, including shaping and glazing.
Mainly on the wheel. For beginners and people with some experience who must be club members.
Cost: $150 paid to tutor before course begins, plus clay and firing. Enrolments for 2017: Contact Lyuba
to enrol at info@kiwiclay.com.
Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm: 24th November to 15th December, Wheel throwing for Beginners with Chris
Dunn CLASS FULLY BOOKED. A 4 week introduction to basic throwing skills including clay preparation
and centring. Cost: $80 paid to tutor before course begins, plus clay and firing. Enrolments: Contact
Chris at cdunn@ihug.co.nz.
Fridays 9.45-12pm: 11th November to 18th of December, Introduction to Handbuilding and Throwing
with Anthea Grob. A 6 week introductory and intermediate class for WPA members in hand building
and wheel throwing. Cost: $150 paid to tutor before course begins, plus clay and firing. Enrolments:
Contact Anthea to enrol grobanthea@gmail.com or phone 9726672. New class starting 13th January
2017.



Community Education Centre courses (check with http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact
cec@whs.school.nz:





Mondays 5.30-7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Nicola Dench, 8 weeks from 10 October.
Tuesdays 5.30-7.30pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 11 October
Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.00pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 11 October

For further information on all courses, please email Wellington Potters Association
(wellingtonpotters@gmx.com).
CLASS FULL? You might like to put your name on the tutor’s waiting list for a class early next year, or if
someone else cancels before the current class begins.
Glazing classes will be available next year - 2017

New Members
Wellington Potters welcomes new members: application forms from wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Latest new members: Ester Cardwell, Estere Dalton, Freya de Beer Smith, Hannah Dollery, Kat Douglas,
Tim Foote, Tim Harcourt, Rebecca Hislop, Stevei Houkamau, Lisa Murray, Charlotte & Dierdre Long, Susan
Murphy, Chris Parkin, Kathy Spencer, Tim Stonehouse, Jeffrey Wegesin.
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Club and Committee Contacts
FEE PAYING BY Internet:
Wellington Potters Association - Account Number: 02 0568-0024590-00
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-Potters-Association/213144062066063. If you have
any pottery inspiration, cool videos or articles, or upcoming exhibitions, email your idea through to
wpafacebookpage@gmail.com
Buying Clay: WPA has clay for purchase by members, but organising that purchase does rely on the time
and availability of a couple of our hard-working club members. To organise clay purchase, email Chris Dunn
cdunn@ihug.co.nz or Vivian Rodriguez vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz, or see the current Potter In
Residence at the Rooms, Dave Marshall.
Suggestions Box: Suggestions about what needs doing, or better ways of organising the club – see the
Suggestion Box on the front table upstairs.
Articles for the February newsletter (no newsletter in January) need to be emailed to
the Editor’s cat by
25 January 2017
(Elaine Marland <marland@xtra.co.nz>)
As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.

WPA Committee
kiwipens@g,mail.com
marland@xtra.co.nz

Mike Doyle
Chris Dunn

021 343 790
021 050 5335
384 4718
021 227 8151
473 5356
021 121 6531
021 631 187
021 138 8472

Shona Carstens

473 3055

shona.carstens@xtra.co.nz

Alan Carabott

027 286 7270

alancarabott1@gmail.com

Keil Cas

021 057 3756

keilcas.com@gmail.com

Lyuba Zhilkina

021 024 00550

info@kiwiclay.com

Tim Harcourt

970 6908
020 4003 5005

harcourt.tim@gmail.com

Anagama co-ordinator

Alan Ross

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Library

Vivian Rodriguez

972 0811

vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

Membership

Vera Burton

938 8207

davee42@clear.net.nz

Cubbies

Joe Zuccarello

479 1299

joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

President
Vice President/
Newsletter Editor
Past President
Secretary/Orientation

John Saunders
Elaine Marland

Treasurer
Committee Members

Mauritz Basson
Kate Ford

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.com
kate.ford48@gmail.com
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
mprzzd@hotmail.com
cdunn@ihug.co.nz

Co-opted members
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