June 2016

Upcoming Dates to Note in Your Diary Now!
May 28-29

Slab Hand Building with Drape Moulds with Bruce Walford

June 11-12

Sgraffito Ornamentation with Vivian Rodriguez

June 16

Anagama Presentation 7pm

June 16

Farewell to Shige Ohashi 8pm

July 2-3

Slip Making and Casting Workshop

Note that weekend workshops will take precedence in the rooms – please note the dates, if
you intend to use the rooms at the weekends!
Regular events:
Tuesdays

Shared lunch at the rooms - just come along and bring something to share!

Thursdays

Club night at the rooms – share food, wine, tips, or just your company!
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From the Vice President
It has been a busy few months at the rooms and we have made a few improvements to the pottery
studio. As you may know by now we have an entire new, state of the art, ventilation system in the kiln
room. No more toxic fumes or smells in the main pottery studio while the kilns are firing. We also had a very
successful working bee last Saturday, thanks very much to all those taking part in maintaining and improving
our facilities. A few housekeeping notices; please remember that all materials and equipment belonging to
WPA should remain at the rooms at all times. Please don't take bats, plaster moulds, banding wheels or
tools with you. These are for the use and enjoyment of all members while working at the rooms. If you have
overdue library books or magazines please return them as soon as possible. Also, the club is looking for
someone to take up the role of treasurer; if you want to give a hand please contact the committee for further
information.
Vivian Rodriguez, Vice President
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Sgraffito Decoration Workshop 11-12 June
Sgraffito Decoration Workshop with Vivian
Rodríguez
Saturday and Sunday 11 and 12 June
10:00am to 4:00 pm
At WPA Rooms
Cost: $ 85

This workshop will be full participation. It is suitable for all levels from beginners to advanced potters. All
welcome.
The workshop will cover:






Making of pots (throwing, handbuilding or tiles) for slip application and decoration
Preparation of colour slips, using a variety of oxides and ceramic stains
Application of colour slip layers into leather hard ware
Ceramic decoration using sgraffito techniques
Glazing and finishing tips.

What to bring:
 Your own clay, Mac’s White or Red Earthenware
 Carving tools
 Paint brushes, sponges, empty Ice-cream containers with
lids, towel
 A nice homemade dish for a shared lunch
To book: Numbers will be limited so register now
@ wellingtonpotters@gmx.com

Ceramicsonline Website
NZP has now handed ceramicsonline.co.nz over to Lawrence Ewing who is running the site as a
private concern.
ceramicsonline.co.nz is now open to ALL potters or ceramic artists in New Zealand regardless of whether
they are members of NZP or not!
It is FREE - the only charge will be a
small commission on any work sold.
Some of our members might like to
try selling their work through
ceramicsonline.co.nz
Those who would like to enquire
further about displaying and selling
their work online need only email
Lawrence Ewing
lawrenceewing8@gmail.com or they
can go to the site and click on the
"Join" menu item at the top of the
home page.
The success of this venture depends
on the building of a significant variety
of work and on advertising this work
to the world at large.
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Anagama Presentation, & Farewell to Shige, 16 June
th

On 16 June there will be an Anagama Presentation from 7pm to 8pm; followed by a farewell to Shige
Ohashi at 8pm.



Thursday 16th June 7pm - 8pm Anagama Presentation - Anagama enthusiast Kelvin Bradford will
present a history of this firing technique and how it has developed (illustrated with slides). Peter
Rumble will give some background to the anagama kiln at Horokiwi. There
will be examples of anagama work.



Thursday 16th June 8pm – 9pm Farewell to Shige – refreshments will be
served. Shige has been an integral part of the Club; without his extraordinary
contribution the Anagama adventure in Wellington would not have
happened, and his classes at WPA have instructed and delighted many
members. We shall miss him, and hope to see him back again for visits!

Review of the April Raku Firing on 30 April
On 30th April a Raku firing was held on the back lawn at the Rooms, on a crisp but unexpectedly fine day;
the weather forecast hadn’t been so good, but the weather gods smiled on us. Chris Dunn wrangled the kiln
to produce some very nice results, and I think that most people were happy; I certainly was. We learned a
lot about the new glazes, most of which worked well (Earth Mother is a bit suspect, Lizardskin is magic!).
Looking forward to the next one,
Elaine Marland
Pictures below – Before and After

Anagama is On the Way!
Did you know that, collectively, we members of WPA are guardians of a treasure; the type of which is
replicated sparsely throughout this country? I refer to the wood-fired “cave” kiln (anagama) at Horokiwi. Built
over two years and first fired in 2006, it stands as a monument to the immense generosity of the landowners,
June and Graeme Houston, and to the hardy souls who built it.
The kiln is fired, just once a year, for 100 hours. Yes; 100 hours of wood burning. That’s a LOT of wood
required. If ‘cords’ and ‘cubic metres’ are meaningless to you look at it this way. Take (metaphorically!) a
Wellington GO bus; turf out the passengers; rip out the seats; stuff it full of anagama wood. Now do it 3
times. That’s roughly how much is burnt each firing.
Now, all that wood doesn’t just turn up on a big lorry and magically ensconce itself snugly by the kiln,
awaiting its immolation. The 100 hours of burning are preceded by in excess of 400 hours of cutting felled
trees, splitting the chunks into manageable pieces (larger for the main firebox and thinner pieces for sidestoking) and stacking them under shelter next door to the kiln. There’s also kiln and kiln-shelter maintenance,
shelf and prop grinding and cleaning and a myriad of various other tasks (such as communication and
administration) before a single pot can be loaded. All this is done by a relatively small band of volunteers –
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your colleagues - and also some others who are not potters but revel in being involved in such a magnificent
project. [See NOTE 1) Loading the kiln takes approximately another 150 man-hours (in our case, men-andwomen hours).
The Anagama process gives significant
variability from firing to firing. And, within
each firing, not just from section to section
but from pot to pot, there is an amazing
number of variables. Anagama is not an
exact science...which is part of its charm.
(Well it’s charming for those who don’t have
a preconception of the result). As one
aficionado says, “an Anagama firing walks
a fine line between chaos and control.”
The loading this year is in the hands of four
people who have been trained by Shige
Ohashi, who departs these shores in late
June. The Team hopes, f e r v e n t l y, that
all his advice and wisdom have been well
remembered. We had something of a
practice run last year and we admit; we got
too enthusiastic about accommodating the
larger than normal number of pots
presented and the so-so results of the firing
reflected that over-crowding. The ‘trick’ is to
visualise the flames and ash passing
through the kiln and place the ware in such ways as to ensure that all are ‘kissed by the flame’. Some
positions (mainly in the vicinity of the front and middle of the kiln) will receive more ash and therefore glaze
deposits – right near the firebox there’ll be gritty ash but there may also be spectacular colour and glaze run
results. In ‘sheltered’ places and at the back there may not be much ash glaze but some delightful flame and
‘flashing effects’ may occur.
The results are a magical combination of the interactions
among: - clay type [See NOTE 2], shape, how and where the
piece is loaded, type of wood used to fire [anagama Horokiwi
uses only pinus radiata], the temperature reached (most likely
different in various areas of the kiln), how the flame passes,
ember and ash build-up, ratio between oxidation and reduction
and at what stages these occur, length of firing, temperature at
conclusion of firing and length of cooling time. So; pretty
straightforward, really....... It is this number of permutations that
means it takes quite some time to ‘get to know’ a kiln.
Given the effort that goes into each firing and the limited number
of pots that can be accommodated, it would be fitting that the
pieces presented for firing be ones that have been produced
specifically for anagama. An attitude of “Oh, this one’ll do” from
amongst your standard production is irreverent and even
thinking about re-firing a mug you picked up from the OpShop is
downright insulting. Consideration should also be given to the
size and number of pots you present. Be aware that the loading
team may stack bowls and platters within each other (with
appropriate wadding between, of course!) which will leave
marks. It is also in your interests to have your potter’s mark
clearly recognisable and each piece numbered (pencil is fine)
e.g. 1 of 5, 2 of 5.... This will ensure, with some pots inevitably
having to be left out due to space constraints that 1) the loaders
will be able to ensure that you get at least some of your pieces
in the kiln and 2) that refunds can easily and efficiently be made for those that don’t get loaded.
Also, a note about glazing. It’s your prerogative to glaze (there’s usually a milky white, a shino and an ash
glaze available the week prior to acceptance day). Opinions vary on this practice. Some hold strongly to the
view that your pot should be a blank canvas to allow the kiln to work its own magic. But take note; if you
submit several glazed large bowls and/or platters (meaning they can’t be stacked) it is most unlikely all will
be selected.
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NOTE 1: More volunteers are welcome. Contact Anagama Co-Ordinator Alan Ross alross@clear.net.nz or
chat to any of the Firing Team (Megumi Ogo, Andy Rattenbury, Peter Rumble, Mal Sole).
The Loading and Firing Roster for the 12th firing will be widely distributed in July and old hands and new
hands will have the opportunity to register their interest in participating in either or both phases of the
process.
NOTE 2: Use only high-fire clays. Whichever one you use must be able to fire to 1300 deg C. If you are not
certain, please ask one of the Firing Team. You could also contact Wellington Potters’ Supplies about the
availability of high-fire clays such as Sculptural SB15. (See its website
http://www.wellingtonpotterssupplies.co.nz or phone 939 1211.) We don’t want others’ pots – or kiln shelves
– ruined by melting clay!
NOTE 3: This article has, of necessity, been brief. If you wish to learn more about anagama – and
specifically the Horokiwi Anagama - here are some links...
http://www.nzpotters.com/FeatureArticles/FeatureArticles_Display.cfm. Click on the Feature Articles menu
for articles on firings variously described as “Wellington Anagama” and “Te Haunui Anagama”.
http://www.thelogbook.net/index.html
....and for non-Horokiwi anagama stuff, try these two sites....
www.johndix.com/
http://www.the-anagama.com/
NOTE 4: The photos accompanying this article, plus several more, will be displayed at the rooms from midJune
NOTE 5: an Anagama Presentation is to be held at the rooms on Thursday June 16. Refer elsewhere in this
newsletter for more information.
The arrangements for the 2016 firing are as follows:
Steps
Dates
Receiving Day
Sunday 4 September
Transport pots to kiln
Sunday 4 September
Load kiln
Tuesday 6 – Sunday 11 September
Fire kiln
Wednesday 14 – Sunday 18 September
Cool kiln
Monday 19 – Saturday 24 September
Unload kiln & BBQ
Sunday 25 September
Peter Rumble

Slip Making & Casting Workshop, 2-3 July
nd

rd

On the 2 – 3 July, Craig Williams will be holding a workshop on, Slip Making
and Casting. This workshop will be especially interesting to those who attended
Richard Stratton’s Mould Making workshop. Craig's workshop is about using an
existing plaster Mould and making a Casting Slip to produce a clay representation
of the original item – see picture).
Register now with Kate @ wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.

Anyone Good with Numbers?
Mike Doyle has done an amazing job as Treasurer for WPA, but will be stepping
down at the next AGM; we need somebody who can take on this very important
role.
If you can help in any way, please contact Kate @ wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
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Gifts from Jenny Shearer
Jenny Shearer has kindly donated two framed photographs of former presidents of WPA, and Potters Shop
members 1983-2004; these will be hung in the rooms when we find the perfect spot. Thank you Jenny!

New Zealand National Pottery Conference 2016
Don’t forget the New Zealand National Pottery Conference in the Hawke’s Bay!

Enquiries to handsonhb2016@gmail.com.

Kiln Licenses
Congratulations to Paige, Donna, Evelyn and Lucy who recently completed their kiln licences and can now
hire a kiln for a private firing. They can also help members without a licence to hire a kiln and manage their
firing. Please ask them if you need advice.
There are several other members who are completing their licence. They will be announced in the next
newsletter.
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Library Latest
The following journals have arrived in the Library, and are reference only until the next issue arrives. Below
is a snapshot of just some of the articles that they contain:
Pottery Making Illustrated, volume 19 no3, May/June 2016







Faceting Thrown Forms
Water-Etched Watering Can
Cooking Moroccan at home (making tagines)
Wheel-Thrown Handles
Bisque Test Trays

Ceramics Quarterly, volume 36 no.1, March 2016







Te Toi Uku – the Art of Clay; the Portage Ceramics Trust Museum
Imery’s National Tableware Exhibition details
Barry Brickell 1935-2016
Terra Firma: Nelson’s Refinery Art Space
Details for taking part in the Hands on Hawkes Bay wood firing

Elaine Marland, Librarian

Feeling Classy?
Are you looking to extend your handbuilding skills? Always wanted to be able to throw a bowl or maybe you
want to learn some new glazing techniques? WPA is the place to learn!
Or maybe you’re a bit of an expert already, and you’d like to share your knowledge with other enthusiastic
potters. WPA is the place to teach!
We’re keen to set up a curriculum of classes that really serve our members’ needs. Let us know what skills
you’d like to learn (or teach) and we’ll try and arrange a class to suit.
Send your suggestions in by email to wellingtonpotters@gmx.com or use the handy new suggestion box in
the clubrooms.

Potter in Residence at Wellington Potters’ Association
Calling all potters/ceramic artists - Potter in Residence at Wellington Potters’ Association
We are offering opportunities for potters who would like to use the Potters in Residence studio at Wellington
Potters’ Rooms. Brad Heappey is currently Potter in Residence for the 4-month period from 1 May to the end
of August, and we are now taking applications for the period from 1 September to the end of December
2016. These 4-month periods offer a period of time for concentrated work, to do some experimenting, get
together a body of work, or prepare for an exhibition…… whatever your goal. The offer is open to local and
overseas potters.
We offer
 A free studio
 A stretch of time to work on your own work
 The opportunity to contribute to the life of Wellington Potters
The conditions are negotiable, but would include:
 A 4-month residency, with no right of renewal
 Becoming a member of WPA if you are not already one
 Attendance at the rooms for at least 20 hours a week
 A plan of the work you intend to do
 A requirement that you run a workshop for club members
 A commitment to assist with some aspect of the club’s work – making glazes or firing, etc .
 While the studio is rent free, you would pay for your own materials and expenses.
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Please send a brief CV with your plan for the 4 months, to wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Those who have applied before should re-apply.
Closing date for the period of September – December is 19 September 2016.

Mason on the Move
Mason Chidgey has been a regular at the rooms in recent times and he shared his nerikomi (or neriage)
techniques with members at a workshop earlier this year. Quite a few people are experimenting with
coloured clays as a result. He is off on 4 July to Melbourne for a new job. He says that in the meantime he
will continue to enjoy the wonderful workspace and gregarious nature of the members of WPA. “The
experience of working here has been the highlight of the past 16 months while I have been back in
Wellington. I have met many interesting and talented people and I will miss them very much. I hope to set
up a home studio when I get to Melbourne and continue to work with MUD and to make more, diverse,
interesting objects. Many thanks to the wonderful work done by the committee in keeping the place clean
and tidy and facilitating the communal workspace”.
Some people have asked if they can buy cups off him before he goes. He is happy to be contacted –
mason.chidgey@gmail.com or 0275 605 793.

Exhibition “The Dinner Party” by Aimee McLeod
Thistle Hall, corner Cuba St and Karo Drive, Wellington, 30 May -5 June 2016
Opening Monday 30 May, 6:30-8pm (all
welcome)
Tue- Fri 10am- 6pm
Sat 10 am- 4pm
Sun 10 am- 2pm
Aimee’s exhibition will focus on tableware; she
believes there is still a place for the well-made mug
and other handmade ceramic tableware. But she
doesn’t think she needs to convince potters of this!
Also exhibiting are photographers Roland Idaczyk
and John Patterson; Roland’s “Urban Trees” is a
story of survival. These trees have apparently been
assimilated by their surroundings. John Patterson’s
“Electron Micrographs” are fascinating images of
items magnified 1000x through a microscope.

Proposed Pottery Programme for 2016
Regular events


May

June

July


Classes
Tuesday shared lunch – every Tuesday. Just come along, and bring something to share!
th

th

th

th

28 – 29 , Sculptural Waka Forms, Bruce Walford
11 – 12 , Sgraffito Ornamentation, Vivian Rodriguez
nd

rd

2 – 3 , Slip Making and Casting, Craig Williams (following on from Richard Stratton’s Mould
Making.
Date to be confirmed, Raku for Club Members, Chris Dunn and Elaine Marland


August
th
th
 13 – 14 , Decoration and Surface Textures, Jennifer Turnbull; on Hand building decorative
domestic forms, using slab building techniques with an optional wheel thrown component. The forms
participants will be focusing on are tall bottles, jugs, mugs and beakers. Methods on decorating
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using coloured slips, underglazes and transfer prints, will be shown with further discussions around
screen printing, transfer printing and tissues transfers. Glazing options for C6 glazes will be
provided. Suitable for a range of students from beginners to advanced. Numbers will be
limited. Details to follow.
th
 20 - Working Bee
September
th
 4 – Anagama Receiving Day at the Rooms
th
 25 – Anagama Unloading Day at Te Haunui
October
nd
rd
 22 – 23 - Hand Building Techniques, Brendan Adams
 Dates to be confirmed – Raku for Club Members, Chris Dunn and Elaine Marland
November
nd
 2 – Ceramicus Selector Demonstration by Rick Rudd
th
 19 - Working Bee
 Date to be confirmed – Clay Ocarina Making, Paula Weir
This is an indicative programme of events for 2016 – more detail on each will be provided closer to the
event. If you have any suggestions please contact the WPA club.

Pottery Classes
Community Education Center courses:








Mondays 5.30-7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Nicola Dench, 8 weeks from 8 May, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 5.30-7.30pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 10 May, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.00pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 10 May, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Nicola Dench, 8 weeks from 25 July, check
with http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 5.30-7.30pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 26 July, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.00pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 26 July, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Nicola Dench, 8 weeks from 10 October, check
with http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz

For further information on all courses, please email Wellington Potters Association
(wellingtonpotters@gmx.com).

New Members
Wellington Potters welcomes new members: online application forms are available at:
http://www.nzpotters.com/Clubs/WellingtonPottersAssociation_Join.cfm
There are also links to the form on this page:
vihttp://www.nzpotters.com/Clubs/WellingtonPottersAssociation.cfm
WPA Club welcomes new members: Oliver Morse, Crissie Jamieson, Gareth Andrews, Caryle Jackson,
Jeremy Hunter, Ella King, Zoe Porter, Javier Murcia, Catherine Muollo, Shannon Steven, and Susan
Graafland.

Club and Committee Contacts
FEE PAYING BY Internet:
Wellington Potters Association - Account Number: 02 0568-0024590-00
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
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Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-Potters-Association/213144062066063. If you have
any pottery inspiration, cool videos or articles, or upcoming exhibitions, email your idea through to
wpafacebookpage@gmail.com
Buying Clay: WPA has clay for purchase by members, but organising that purchase does rely on the time
and availability of a couple of our hard-working club members. To organise clay purchase, email Chris Dunn
cdunn@ihug.co.nz or Vivian Rodriguez vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz, or see the current Potter In
Residence at the Rooms, Brad Heappey.
Suggestions Box: Suggestions about what needs doing, or better ways of organising the club – see the
Suggestion Box on the front table upstairs.
Articles for the July newsletter need to be emailed to the Editor’s cat by
25 June 2016
(Elaine Marland <marland@xtra.co.nz>)
As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.

WPA Committee
President/
Volunteer Coordinator
Vice President/
Programme
Past President, DCA
Liaison
Secretary/Orientation

Mauritz Basson

381 6751

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.com

Vivian Rodriguez

021 264 5414
972 0811
04 905 2586

vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

Treasurer Safe/banking
Programme Co-ordinator

Mike Doyle
Rebecca Flowerday

473 5356
021 121 6531
021 631 187
027 279 9077

kate.ford48@gmail.com
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
mprzzd@hotmail.com
rebecca.flowerday@gmail.com

Ceramicus16

Andrew McKaskell

021 444 106

spinyagm@paradise.net.nz

Kilns & Glazes
Cubbies

Chris Dunn &
Andrew McKaskell
Joe Zuccarello

021 138 8472
021 444 106
479-1299

cdunn@ihug.co.nz
spinyagm@paradise.net.nz
joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Volunteer Co-ordinator

Paula Weir

385 1840

paula.weir@paradise.net.nz

Cubbies

Joe Zuccarello

479-1299

joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Alan Ross

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Nicola Dench
Vera Burton

938 3356
938 8207

theclaypenguin@hotmail.com
davee42@clear.net.nz

Elaine Marland

021 0505 335
384 4718

marland@xtra.co.nz

Gwyn Williams
Kate Ford

gwynwilliams@gmx.com

DCA Liaison
Building maintenance

Mauritz Basson &
subcommittee

Co-opted members
Anagama
co-ordinator
NZP delegate
Membership/ database
manager
Library and Newsletter
editor
Forms & stationery

Karen O’Leary Doyle
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