May 2016

Upcoming Dates to Note in Your Diary Now!
Apr 30 or May 1

Raku for Club Members

May 21

Working Bee at the Rooms

May 28-29

Slab Hand Building with Drape Moulds

Note that weekend workshops will take precedence in the rooms – please note the dates, if
you intend to use the rooms at the weekends!
Regular events:
Tuesdays

Shared lunch at the rooms - just come along and bring something to share!

Thursdays

Club night at the rooms – share food, wine, tips, or just your company!
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New Ventilation System at the Rooms
Last week a new ventilation system was installed in the kiln room as a result of
committee planning and especially Mauritz, the president's, organising skills.
This has solved a long-standing club health and safety issue. The old fan was
noisy and inefficient, its chimney reached only half way up the building and
members complained of the fumes upstairs and downstairs, whenever the kilns
were firing.
That is now in the past. We now have an excellent venting system with flues
over the four larger kilns, a fan that is quiet, powerful enough to remove fumes
from the kilns and the room, and a chimney that vents above the building.
Brilliant.
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Raku for Club Members, 30 April, or 1 May
There will be a Members Raku Day at the Rooms; one day only, but as this is a weather dependant activity
we have Sunday as the alternative weather day:
Saturday 30 April 10 till 4, or Sunday 1 May if wet/windy on Saturday
Ring Chris on 021 138 8472 to confirm on the day (10am)
What to Bring:





Your Pre-Bisqued work; note some bisque pots will be available if you have nothing ready
$15 per person for 2 Small/Medium pieces to be raku-glazed and fired
Your lunch

Programme:



Glazing from 10:00 – 12:00, Firing from 12:00 – 4:00

Note that the kiln is of limited size; 2 small bisqued pieces per member will be accepted. Raku pre-made
Glazes and Firing is included in the price, you just supply the bisqued pieces.
20 people maximum, so please register with Kate at wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Usual payment method – in the safe, or on the internet or on the day; note your name & Raku Members Day,
a/c 02 0568 0024590 00.

Slab Hand Building with Drape Moulds 28-29 May
Hosted by internationally respected potter, Bruce Walford, this popular
paper clay course offers two days of hands-on experience to all levels,
from beginner to advanced.
It will cover aspects of Waka building and free form platters using
drape moulds (which will be supplied).
Bruce will also be demonstrating a unique, simple, but highly effective
way to incise patterns into the rolled out slabs prior to draping.
The use of paper clay allows for rapid drying using a gas torch, thereby
enhancing the productivity of participants over the duration of the
course.
For those who would like to take on a greater challenge - Bruce will be
demonstrating how he constructs a house
boat. There will also be detailed discussions and suggestions on how to glaze and
finish off pieces.
As Bruce is open and eager to share his experience and knowledge, this is a great
opportunity to learn some of the little tricks of the trade that are only gleaned over
many years working with clay in its many forms.
This workshop is suitable for all members but will be limited to 12 participants.
WPA members $80, Early Bird $70 – paid before 6 May, Non WPA members $100
Usual payment methods – in the safe, or on the internet a/c 02 0568 0024590 00
1. note your name,
2. reference BW Workshop
You will need to provide your own clay. Bruce
recommends that each participant brings along 20 kg
Primo Paper Clay.
Bruce will provide moulds and free form shapes to use.
Please bring along food for a shared lunch
Numbers will be limited so Register now with Kate
@ wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
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WPA Working Bee 21 May – Be There or Be Square…
Please come to the Rooms on Saturday 21st May for a Working Bee. WPA
runs on volunteer assistance, and this is how we keep the rooms clean and
functioning!
9am – 2pm, turn up and join in, there are heaps of different tasks to be
done. Bring something for a shared morning tea or shared lunch, and bask
in the good feeling of helping to keep the rooms running smoothly!
Attached is a picture of the crowd enjoying the food at the last working bee
in November last year.

Review of Mason Chidgey’s Nerikome Workshop
This was a very successful workshop completed with Mason,
learning and using the Nerikome techniques. This is a unique
use of porcelain clay using colour variations. The final results
are beautiful and the possibilities are endless in terms of design,
they are only limited by your imagination.
This workshop was a fun day filled with lots of laugher and
creativity. It was very well thought out and presented by Mason,
we had beautiful
examples of his work
along with photos of
work using this
technique to inspire
us. He also included
hand-outs with all the information on the workshop to take home.
The workshop was well paced with both demonstrations combined
with time for our own “attempt” at using these techniques. At the
end of the workshop we all had work that we could be proud of.
I would recommend potters grab a space when the next workshop
for Nerikome comes up. Thanks Mason, great workshop.
Meryl Smith

Review of Rhonda Edwards ‘Throwing For All Levels’
On the weekend of Feb 20th, Rhonda Edwards ran a 2 day intensive workshop with the goal of improving
wheel skills. The 12 participants had varying experience with clay, a few well established ceramic artists to a
few who had never used a wheel, the majority had some previous experience with clay (albeit a bit rusty).
Rhonda, a delightful and entertaining potter and teacher imparted her experience, wisdom and Scotchbrite
scouring pads! She emphasised the importance of practise to establish the basic skills of the craft, the
wedging, centreing and throwing, to make a basic cylinder. Once these skills were established you can go on
to make anything’! Rhonda talked about the components of
‘form and function’ and we examined a range of vessels as
examples of this.
Rhonda drilled the centreing and the throwing of an even
cylinder, ‘murdering ‘ our attempts to check progress and
repeating the process over and over. Our cylinders initially
became wine cups then coffee cups. The next day our cylinders
moved toward bottles, vases and bowls.
Through the repeated practise, our skills improved over the
course of two days to produce some amazing vessels.
The workshop was also a great opportunity to connect with
other potters and wanna-be potters (AND of course there was
great food).
Philippa Woods
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Review of Richard Stratton’s Mould Making Workshop
On April 2-3rd, Richard Stratton kindly ran a creative mould
making workshop for six participants. The first session covered
the basic concepts of designing our moulds with negative space
in mind. Towards the latter part of the session, it became
apparent that careful preparation and design of each 2 - 5+ part
moulds ensured the dividing line / parting seams were correctly
positioned.
A great variety of cast master materials were used so each
student was able to gain additional experience from observing a
wider range of processes. Richard also demonstrated how he
made one of his teapot spouts, and brought
in very detailed historic moulds used for the
application of 'sprites'.
Richard is now based in Wellington, and has over 20 years’ experience as a ceramic
artist. His work is included in private collections around the world, and some also held
in Te Papa, The Dowse Art Museum, The Wallace Arts Trust, and The Real Art Road
Show.
Aly – Photos by Cam Munroe

New Zealand National Pottery Conference 2016
Don’t forget the New Zealand National Pottery Conference in the Hawke’s Bay!

Enquiries to handsonhb2016@gmail.com.

Fiona Tunnicliffe in Marton
On the weekend of September 3/4 this year, Fiona Tunnicliffe will be coming to do a weekend workshop in
Marton. Cost is $110 not including your clay.
It is over the two days and we will have a shared lunch both days. Takeaway dinner or eat out option.
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An ideal opportunity to try something else creative and expand our skills.
A 50% deposit is required in July with the full amount paid at the beginning of August.
Bank details will be sent out in July to those who go on the list.
This is being organised by me, will be held at the pottery studio at Marton Art and Crafts,
I have a near full workshop list already so am contacting those who I think will be
interested or may know someone who may be interested.
Lorraine Barnett <bigtrees@orcon.net.nz>

Library Latest
The following journals have arrived in the Library, and are reference only until the next issue arrives. Below
is a snapshot of just some of the articles that they contain:
Pottery Making Illustrated, volume 19 no1, January/February 2016







Crack Pots - Avoiding the S Crack [which our readers will already know how to do if they have been
reading Auntie Agatha’s column!]
Underglaze over Glaze
Hand-Crafted Cuisine
Collaborations between Artists
Precision Piercing of Ceramic Work

Pottery Making Illustrated, volume 19 no2, March/April 2016






Ornamental Sprig Building
DIY Carving and Trimming Tools
Custom Embossed Tiles
Making a Breadbox

Artzone, no63, 2016
NZ art and design guide, with information about upcoming exhibitions throughout NZ, plus articles on potter
Barry Brickell, painter Melvin Day, and a host of other tit-bits.

Wanted - Kiln Room Equipment Contributions
Kiln Room Equipment Contributions Wanted – please email Chris at cdunn@ihug.co.nz if you can help.
Plate Setters: Many thanks to Mary Smith for her very kind donation of 10 small and 10 medium sized plate
setters and spacers as kiln furniture for our club firings. They will increase the efficiency and speed of
stacking the kiln and improve the firings. If anyone else has tile or plate setters, especially large plate setters,
that they no longer need, please offer them to the club. We accept donations, of course, and are happy to
pay a reasonable price.
Equipment for Raku Firings:
Gloves: Does anyone have any heat resistant gloves for raku firing that they no longer need? We are getting
low on these and would love your cast-offs if you no longer need them. Also Tongs.
Small pot and test piece holders: We are also looking for a metal or ceramic holder that can be used to
put small pieces into the raku kiln during firing. Something like a dishwasher cutlery rack but able to
withstand 1000 degrees centigrade? Any ideas welcome.

Wanted - Volunteers for Club Rooms Tasks
There are many small tasks that need to be done regularly to help the club run smoothly. The committee
would like members to volunteer to organise, or be a part of, a team to do these tasks. For example, we
have four members who keep our glaze buckets full and develop new glazes. Two come in together every
second week. That means we need only do it once a month and the glazes are always full.
Thanks very much to our members Joe, Shona, Tony, Aaron and John who have volunteered to help keep
our club running smoothly.
Some tasks that we still need help with are:




Keeping the kitchen tidy – let’s say spotless
Keeping the front desk and table tidy and information up to date
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Stocking up plastic bags regularly and keeping them tidy
Sort out and maintain the pottery tools available to members
Helping Elaine keep the library tidy
Regularly organising the glaze room and the kiln room

Some members already do some of these tasks, but not to a regular routine and often on their own without
support. Life would be easier if we could get organised to do them regularly.
If you have any suggestions or wish to volunteer please contact Chris cdunn@ihug.co.nz.

Got Something to Put On Our Facebook Page?
Two of our members, Alice and Madeleine, are now looking after the club’s Facebook page. If you have any
pottery inspiration, cool videos or articles, or upcoming exhibitions, email your idea through to
wpafacebookpage@gmail.com

Buying Clay
Please note that WPA does have clay for purchase by members, but organising that purchase does rely on
the time and availability of a couple of our hard-working club members. If you would like to purchase clay,
please email either:




Chris Dunn cdunn@ihug.co.nz
Vivian Rodriguez vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

And they will organise a suitable time for you to come in and meet with them to arrange purchase.

Suggestion Box
If you have any suggestions about tasks that need doing, or how we could better organise the rooms, please
put them in the new suggestion box on the front table. They will go to the next committee meeting.

New Classes?
The committee wants to provide classes that meet Members’needs. We would like to have a structured
programme that is also flexible to fit in your needs and your availability. One suggestion is that as well as
having long courses, we should have short courses, 3-4 weeks long, on specific skills, such as making
different types of wheel-thrown domestic ware like casseroles and plates; or hand building; glazing or underglaze decorating. What would you like? Please put your suggestions about classes in the Suggestion Box.

Proposed Pottery Programme for 2016
Regular events


April

May


June

July


Classes
Tuesday shared lunch – every Tuesday. Just come along, and bring something to share!
30th – 1 May, Family Raku, Chris Dunn & Elaine Marland
21st - Working Bee
28th – 29th, Sculptural Waka Forms, Bruce Walford
11th – 12th, Sgraffito Ornamentation, Vivian Rodriguez
2nd – 3rd, Slip Making and Casting, Craig Williams (following on from
Richard Stratton’s Mould Making, Craig's workshop is about using an
existing plaster Mould and making a Casting Slip to produce a clay
representation of the original item – see picture).
Date to be confirmed, Raku for Club Members, Chris Dunn and Elaine Marland


August
 13th – 14th, Decoration and Surface Textures, Jennifer Turnbull; on Hand building decorative
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domestic forms, using slab building techniques with an optional wheel thrown component. The forms
participants will be focusing on are tall bottles, jugs, mugs and beakers. Methods on decorating
using coloured slips, underglazes and transfer prints, will be shown with further discussions around
screen printing, transfer printing and tissues transfers. Glazing options for C6 glazes will be
provided. Suitable for a range of students from beginners to advanced. Numbers will be
limited. Details to follow.
 20th - Working Bee
September
 17th – Photographing Your Work – To Be Confirmed
October
 Dates to be confirmed – Raku for Club Members, Chris Dunn and Elaine Marland
 Date to be confirmed – Demonstration on Hand Building Techniques, Brendan Adams
November
 19th - Working Bee
 Date to be confirmed – Clay Ocarina Making, Paula Weir
This is an indicative programme of events for 2016 – more detail on each will be provided closer to the
event. If you have any suggestions please contact the WPA club.

Pottery Classes
Community Education Center courses:








Mondays 5.30-7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Nicola Dench, 8 weeks from 8 May, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 5.30-7.30pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 10 May, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.00pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 10 May, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Nicola Dench, 8 weeks from 25 July, check
with http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 5.30-7.30pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 26 July, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.00pm, Throwing, All Levels, with Mauritz Basson, 8 weeks from 26 July, check with
http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm, Handbuilding and Throwing with Nicola Dench, 8 weeks from 10 October, check
with http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz or contact cec@whs.school.nz

For further information on all courses, please email Wellington Potters Association
(wellingtonpotters@gmx.com).

New members
Wellington Potters welcomes new members: online application forms are available at:
http://www.nzpotters.com/Clubs/WellingtonPottersAssociation_Join.cfm
There are also links to the form on this page:
vihttp://www.nzpotters.com/Clubs/WellingtonPottersAssociation.cfm
WPA Club welcomes new members: Rhonda Tracey, Caryle Jackson, Jeremy Hunter, Nel Brodie, Heather
Macdonald, Taylor-Jane Smith, Nicci Giles, Richard Wilson, Isla Griffin-Wilson.

Club and Committee Contacts
FEE PAYING BY Internet:
Wellington Potters Association - Account Number: 02 0568-0024590-00
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-Potters-Association/213144062066063
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Articles for the June newsletter need to be emailed to the Editor’s cat by
25 May 2016
(Elaine Marland <marland@xtra.co.nz>)

[

As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.

WPA Committee
President/
Volunteer Coordinator
Vice President/
Programme
Past President, DCA
Liaison
Secretary/Orientation

Mauritz Basson

381 6751

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.com

Vivian Rodriguez

021 264 5414
972 0811
04 905 2586

vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

Treasurer Safe/banking
Programme Co-ordinator

Mike Doyle
Rebecca Flowerday

473 5356
021 121 6531
021 631 187
027 279 9077

kate.ford48@gmail.com
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
mprzzd@hotmail.com
rebecca.flowerday@gmail.com

Ceramicus16

Andrew McKaskell

021 444 106

spinyagm@paradise.net.nz

Kilns & Glazes
Cubbies

Chris Dunn &
Andrew McKaskell
Joe Zuccarello

021 138 8472
021 444 106
479-1299

cdunn@ihug.co.nz
spinyagm@paradise.net.nz
joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Volunteer Co-ordinator

Paula Weir

385 1840

paula.weir@paradise.net.nz

Cubbies

Joe Zuccarello

479-1299

joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Alan Ross

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Nicola Dench
Vera Burton

938 3356
938 8207

theclaypenguin@hotmail.com
davee42@clear.net.nz

Elaine Marland

021 0505 335
384 4718

marland@xtra.co.nz

Gwyn Williams
Kate Ford

gwynwilliams@gmx.com

DCA Liaison
Building maintenance

Mauritz Basson &
subcommittee

Co-opted members
Anagama
co-ordinator
NZP delegate
Membership/ database
manager
Library and Newsletter
editor
Forms & stationery

Karen O’Leary Doyle
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SUGGESTIONS FOR CLUB CLASSES
I would like to attend pottery classes on the following skills:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would prefer a course to last 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 – 6 – 7 – 8 – 9 – 10 weeks (circle one or a range)

The best days and times that would suit me are:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My other suggestions about classes are:

Please put your suggestions in the Suggestion Box at the Rooms, you don’t have to put your name
on them.
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