August 2015

Upcoming Dates to Note in Your Diary Now!
July 30

Rosemary O’Hara Glazing Session at the rooms, 7-9pm

August 1

Launch of Empty Bowls in Wellington

August 20

Intermediate throwing class with Anneke Borren – see WPA programme p6

August 30

Anagama Receiving Day at the Rooms

September 1

Anagama Kiln Loading

September 20

Anagama Opening and BBQ at Te Haunui, Horokiwi

October 4

Wellington Potters Association AGM at the rooms

October 22

Ceramicus Annual Exhibition NZAFA 22 Oct - 1 Nov - start creating now!

Regular events:
Tuesdays

Shared lunch at the rooms - just come along and bring something to share!

Fridays

Friday club night for making or glazing bowls; see Empty Bowls Project

For the indicative WPA Programme for the year, see page 6, Pottery Classes page 7

2015 Empty Bowls Project
Work is continuing on this marvelous project; we still need bowls (as they will be selling throughout August),
and also need to glaze and fire the multitude of bowls waiting at the rooms; please help if you can. Firings
and glazings are free. We would like to request an hour or 2 of your time for some glazing sessions, with
another 2-3 Club Members, to get a Kiln load out (40-50 bowls) each session. Anthea Grob and Shige
Ohashi have headed several sessions, and Rosemary O’Hara is running the last session on 30 July:
Thursday 30th July from 7.00 – 9.00
Please contact Kate Ford (wellingtonpotters@gmx.com), and after 31 July, Rebecca Flowerday
(rebecca.flowerday@gmail.com) (Rebecca is away during July), and register your willingness to help.
See website http://www.emptybowls.org.nz/ and http://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2015/empty-bowls-wellington2015-launch-with-rex-morgan/wellington or Wellington Potters Association Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-Potters-Association/213144062066063 for more; Empty Bowls
will be launched on 1st August at Moore Wilson’s in Tory Street:
Saturday, August 1 at 11am
Moore Wilson's
Corner Tory and College St,
Wellington
Local celebrity chef Rex Morgan,
of Boulcott Street Bistro, will be at
Moore Wilson’s Fresh to launch
the Empty Bowls Wellington 2015
project.
The Empty Bowls project raises
money for Wellington charity, the
Downtown Community Ministry (DCM). DCM are committed to ending homelessness and provide a wide
range of services ranging from food, shelter, to dental care.
Come down, chat to Rex and enjoy a taste of his handmade soup. You’ll also be able to be among the first to
purchase one of these beautiful handmade soup bowls! Representatives from Wellington Potters Association
and DCM Director Stephanie McIntyre will also be present.
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You will be able to buy a handcrafted bowl for $20 from one of the following outlets during August:
Cafe Kaizen, Pataka Museum
Gipsy Kitchen
HAYA Cafe
Kapai, Cuba Mall
Kapai, Featherston St
Kapai, Lambton Square
Kapai, Thorndon
Kapai, Willis St
Karaka Cafe
Little Peckish Cafe
Moore Wilson's
Wellington Potters Association

Parumoana Street, Porirua
6 Glamis Ave, Wellington
89 Aro Street, Aro Valley, Wellington
110 Cuba Mall, Te Aro, Wellington
120 Featherston Street, Wellington
180 Lambton Square, Wellington
5 Mulgrave Street, Wellington
1 Willis Street, Wellington
1 Cable Street, Wellington
Dukes Arcade, 1 Manners Street, Wellington
93 Tory Street, Wellington, & Kenepuru Drive, Porirua
130 Grant Road, Wellington

Anagama Countdown
Anagama fervour is almost upon us. The kiln roof has been repaired and additional rock buttressing will
soon be installed; the wood has been cut and stacked; and
options for dealing with a slip or a slump in the bank at the side of
the shelter, that caused water to flood into the firing pit and kiln,
are being explored.
Thanks are due to Shige Ohashi and Peter Rumble for repairing
the kiln and the latter for undertaking various other preparatory
chores with his usual cheerful demeanour. Particular thanks are
due to those, some of whom adorn these pages, who stacked the
large quantity of wood required for the firing. Thanks also to those
who volunteered to help, but whose best intentions were thwarted
by the weather, or whose services were not needed on this
occasion. There will be opportunities next year!
Wood nymphs Megumi Ogo, Marilyn
Hester & Andy Rattenbury
The Firing Masters’ Team comprising Andy Rattenbury, Mal Sole
and Peter Rumble plus their Anagama Firing mentor, Shige
Ohashi, have met to finalise arrangements for the firing. Two messages emerged from the meeting. They
were:
• Deliver your pots to the rooms on time on the Receiving Day* specified below and not subsequently
to the kiln site and risk incurring the displeasure of the kiln loading crew; and
• Use only stoneware or porcelain clay otherwise your pieces won’t survive the firing and could
contaminate other people’s work.
By the time you read this some of you will have already received a message from me, along with the draft
rosters for the loading and firing phases, inviting you to participate in either or both phases. If you haven’t
received the invitation but would like to be involved, contact me at: alross@clear.net.nz and I will send you
the information you need. Inexperience is not a barrier.
Timetable:
Steps
*Receiving Day: Pots received at
the rooms (Upstairs) from 10am-3pm
Transport pots to kiln
Load kiln
Fire kiln
Cool kiln
Unload kiln & BBQ: 11:30 am

Dates
Sunday 30 August
Sunday 30 August
Tuesday 1 – Sunday 6 September
Wednesday 9 – Sunday 13 September
Monday 14 – Saturday 19 September
Sunday 20 September

Other Important Bits of Information:
Kiln repairs: formers
Clay:
& props
• Stoneware (Abbots and Primo – particularly SB 15) or a porcelain white body any of the non-translucent porcelains are suitable. These clays are generally available from Wellington
Potters Supplies, 47 H Kenepuru Drive, Porirua. Contact information:
ph: 939 1211. mob: 021 078 5350
email: orders@wellingtonpotterssupplies.co.nz
www.wellingtonpotterssupplies.co.nz
• Don’t use earthenware clay or the club’s re-cycled clay.
Cost:
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• The firing charge is a modest $9.00 per KG of the
bisqued weight of pots prior to firing. This is paid
when your pots are submitted on the receiving day
- Sunday 30 August.
Type of pieces:
• Vases, bottles and lidded containers are the most
suitable. Avoid making large voluminous pieces as
they occupy a lot of space and if space is at a
premium we may not be able to accommodate
them.
• Bisqued pieces only will be accepted for the firing
Glaze:
• Wood ash creates a natural glaze during the firing.
• If you want to pre-glaze your pieces, there will be
some specific anagama glazes (shino, ash & milky
white), formulated by the alchemist Mal Sole,
available at the rooms from Wednesday 19 August.

Pic from 2012 Anagama opening

Alan Ross
Anagama Coordinator

Anneke Borren Workshop 20th August – 8th October
Thursdays 20th Aug to 8th October, 7 to 9 pm.
Cost: $180, bring your preferred clay. Limited to 8 students.
Due to popular demand Anneke is going to run a weekly course for intermediate throwers. Students need to
be comfortable centring and able to make at least basic bowl and cylinder forms. Anneke will be
emphasising throwing thinly and ‘really looking’ at forms with the intention moving closer to your desired
outcomes. She will also spend some time on ‘upside down’ thinking for forms that can be inverted after
throwing, and joining thrown pieces into more complex forms. The course will be focussing on Domestic
wares with a view to bringing innovation to your choice of forms. To register, email
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com. Pay online to WPA. Please reference your name and the class.

And a belated report back from Anneke’s class in May:
Anneke’s workshop back in May was enthusiastically received
by the small group of students who came to get extension and
refinement on our throwing practice. It was great to be part of
one of the few opportunities we’ve had this year to get some
teaching at an intermediate level.
Most of us learned a different way of opening and throwing a
bowl, so that turning is kept to a minimum. For myself, having
come from the school of “use plenty of water” and “there’s no
harm in lots of turning”, I found that having the form almost
completed when you take it off the wheel is very satisfying.
I enjoyed the planning around joining different forms together;
the challenge of imagining how pieces will work together when
they are thought of as parts of a larger form. Also, having been a clay inscriber from
way back, I really enjoyed having a go at the style of carving Anneke puts on her
work. 2 months down the track I
find it has opened another door
onto my own work. There is
always something to inspire us
and open more doors!
Anneke brought along a large
selection of pots from her to
collection for us to compare and
contrast and critique, and to inspire us. They
represented many NZ potters that were new to some of
us, as well as many examples of Anneke’s work
throughout her life journey as a potter. We got a great
sense of the traditions and skills and research that has
gone into our craft, as well as getting an awareness of
how one potters’ work, that is Anneke’s, has changed
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and evolved over a lifetime.
Anneke gave hugely on this workshop and even though it was a small group she worked her butt off for us.
Thank you Anneke! It was a very beneficial workshop for everyone.
If you’re an intermediate student and you feel like your throwing skills could do with a boost, jump on the
opportunity and take a place in her upcoming weekly class, starting 20th this month.
~ Rosemary O’Hara

Anthea Grob Slip Decoration Workshop Report
Anthea Grob gave a marvellous workshop at the end of June on making and using slips for decoration. We
started from scratch, beginning by actually making the slips; I’ve always thought it looked too hard, but I think
I’ve got the confidence to make my own now!

Once we had a selection of different coloured slips to play with, we made our way upstairs and Anthea
showed us a collection of ceramics, both her work and others, which used a variety of different slip
techniques. She then demonstrated the different techniques, using slip
for coloured inlays, paper resist using painted on slip, engraving lines for
effect, dipping and pouring slip.
We were awash with ideas, and as usual, everyone in the workshop used
Anthea’s techniques in quite different ways. I was delighted with the
results of my inlaid coloured slip, producing “tattooed animals”; I can’t
wait to see the fired results of everyone else’s work!
~ Elaine Marland

Di Conway Roly Poly Sculpture Workshop Report
On 11-12 July, six of us attended Di Conway's
'Play with Clay My Way' sculpture workshop,
which concentrated on her hollowing or 'deboning' technique. Di's experience with this
medium and tutoring made the experience fun,
relaxing and encouraging, particularly when it
came to day two
when we had to
slice into the
head, limbs and
backsides of our
ladies in order
to hollow out
and create
vents for any
trapped air to escape during the firing process. This also helped reduce the
weight of our buxom bonnie lassies which we spent most of day one sculpting
out of large pieces of SB15 Primo Clay. Di brought in plenty of photos of her
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work and some books to inspire us along with some gentle harp music playing in the background, her
occasional chanting of 'No Air…no air' to the sculptures (which sounded more like Noel) was to remind them
and us to be wary of air bubbles which could cause cracks or the dreaded explosion in the kiln. Di's
hollowing technique and the order in which it is done was a revelation, we were taught to take our time
crosshatching the pieces back together after hollowing, how to spot tired clay and when to move on and give
it a rest. As an additional bonus, Di taught us her technique of creating her small 'Palm' sculptures using the
soft clay we removed during the hollowing process. It was a very educational and fun weekend and we look
forward to getting together again for the colouring process once our ladies have been fired. Thanks to Di for
a fun weekend and for sharing her wonderful talent, knowledge and skills with us.
~ Evelyn Hodowary
And a comment from Di herself:
The last work shop at the rooms was August 2007, a larger group of at least 14 …this time round, there were
just 6, with two others joining us on the Sunday ….one to get the hollowing method, the other to make a
palm sculpture.
A lovely relaxed two days, other members coming and going, at the
start, I thought they would be a distraction….But soon realized how
things worked …People respectfully acknowledged the work shop
…then quietly got on with their own clay endeavours … talking with
others but seldom an intrusion on ‘my/our’ work shop …..
The results were all wonderful, could line them up with their
creators…which is always a plus for me …each really got into their
piece …forgetting to breath.
A warm caring atmosphere, that I was very relaxed and happy to be
part of …
Always thought in back of mind, when my Kiln finally packs up, and
I’m ‘older’…there is Wellington Potters to join and get my clay fix …I
almost can’t wait……
~ Di Conway

Craig Williams Mould Making Workshop Report
And a belated thank you to Craig Williams and his band of learners/helpers, who all got together at the end
of May and made heaps of new plaster moulds to be used at
WPA. They look fantastic, thanks to all of you!

Photos by Donna Bruce

WPA Potter in Residence
Calling potters and ceramic artists! Applications now open!
We are offering an opportunity for a potter or ceramic artist to use the WPA Potter-in-Residence studio for a
3-month period. The residency will give someone time for concentrated work, to do some experimenting, get
together a body of work, or prepare for an exhibition…… whatever your goal.
The offer is open to potters and ceramic artists from New Zealand and overseas.
The residency
We will provide a free studio in which to work for three months. The residency comes with no right of
renewal. You will need to:
• be in attendance at the rooms for at least 20 hours a week and work towards a goal
• teach a one-day workshop (or equivalent) for club members
• act as an educational resource for members while you are at the rooms (i.e. help people out on a casual
basis)
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•
•

assist with some aspect of the club’s work – making glazes, firing the kilns, etc.
provide your own tools and pay for your clay, materials, firings and other expenses.

To apply
Please send applications to wellingtonpotters@gmx.com. Your application should include:
• a proposed start date (this will be subject to negotiation – you might want to suggest more than one
date)
• an explanation of why you want the residency
• a plan of the work you intend to do
• a suggestion for a workshop you could run
• photos of your work
• information about yourself and your experience (including a CV).

Proposed Pottery Programme for 2015
Regular events
• Classes
• Tuesday shared lunch – every Tuesday. Just come along, and bring something to share!
• Friday club night for making bowls; see Empty Bowls Project
August
• Launch of Empty Bowls, 1st August
• ‘Soup Day’ by WPA for Empty Bowls, possibly 15th and 16th August
• Anneke Borren - following Anneke’s very informative weekend workshop in June, she is running a
one-off 8 week intermediate throwing class, Thursday nights $180, 20 August 8 October, 7-9pm. Enrolments wellingtonpotters@gmx.com. To register, pay
online to WPA. Please reference your name and the class.
• Anagama Receiving Day 30th August
• Anagama - transport pots to kiln 31st August
September
• Anagama Loading 1st – 6th September, Firing 9th – 13th September, Cooling 14th – 19th September
• Anagama Unloading, and BBQ – Sunday 20th September
• Possible Pit firing and Raku.
October
• Ceramicus Receiving Day 18th or 19th October (to be confirmed)
• Ceramicus annual exhibition 22nd October – 1st November
November
• Aaron Scythe – Weekend workshop 7th - 8th November on throwing tea and rice bowls, sake bottles,
cups and vases, and the post firing Reduction technique of Koie Ryoji of Japan: a mixture of high
firing and Raku reduction. Basic throwing skills required for this workshop. $70 members, $80 nonmembers. Enquiries wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
• Anthea Grob – ½ half-day glazing workshops – Part One: Sunday mornings 1st and 15th November.

Plus
•
•

◦

1st Nov for people who have only used club glazes so far. It’s an introduction to enable your own
safe and reliable glaze making from recipe and testing it.

◦

14th Nov What is in a glaze, how it performing, an overview of glaze materials, and an
opportunity to have glaze problems solved. To register, email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com.
Pay online to WPA. Please reference your name and the class. $35 for members, $40 for nonmembers.

Some regular workshops for beginners on how to glaze.
Electric kiln firing workshop.

This is an indicative programme of events for 2015 – more detail on each will be provided closer to the
event. If you have any suggestions please contact the WPA club.
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Pottery Classes
Mondays with Nicola Dench: Kids’ class 3.30pm – 5pm running for 8 weeks during school terms, aimed
at 8-12 year olds. $200 per course all costs included. Contact Nicola Dench on 938-3356 or email
theclaypenguin@hotmail.com. Class starts 4 May.
Monday 27 July, 5.30-7.30pm for 8 weeks: Community Education Centre courses - enrol for courses online
through the Centre at http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/914-pottery-handbuilding-and-throwing. Basic
to intermediate 8 week course $245. Course starts 27 July 2015, courses after that are in July and October.
Tuesday 28 July, 5.30-7.30pm, and 7.30-9.30pm for 8 weeks: Community Education Centre courses enrol for courses online through the Centre at http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/915-pottery-throwingall-levels. Basic to intermediate 8 week course $245. Course starts 28 July, courses after that are in July
and October.
Wednesdays, ongoing, 4-9pm: Japanese style throwing with Shige Ohashi, for all levels. Shige will be at
the Association rooms 4-9pm, students start their 2 hour session anytime between 4-9pm. For further
information, contact Shige at capshoh@gmail.com.
Thursdays, 20 August – 8 October, evenings for 8 weeks. Intermediate throwing class with Anneke
Borren. $180, 20 Aug – 8 Oct 7-8pm. Further information and bookings from wellingtonpotters@gmx.com. To
register, Pay online to WPA. Please reference your name and the class.
Fridays 9.45-12pm: Anthea Grob - Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and wheel throwing.
6-week courses run continuously. $138 per course, plus clay and firing costs. Contact Anthea to enrol
(grobanthea@gmail.com) or phone 9726672. Next course starts soon.
Saturdays 9.45-11.45am: Anthea Grob - Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and wheel
throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $138 per course, plus clay and firing costs. Contact Anthea to
enrol (grobanthea@gmail.com) or phone 9726672. Next course starts soon.
For further information on all courses, please email Wellington Potters Association
(wellingtonpotters@gmx.com)

Wanted to Purchase
A second hand electric wheel in good condition. Contact Paige 0277664035/paige.jarman64@gmail.com.

WPA Library Reviews
JOURNALS
Pottery Making Illustrated, volume 18 no.4, Jul/Aug 2015 – includes working with colour in glazes,
sgraffito technique, altering a bowl with geometric cuts after throwing, making a honey pot, and an in-depth
look at best practice for centring clay.
Elaine Marland, Librarian

New members
Wellington Potters welcomes new members: online application forms are available at:
http://www.nzpotters.com/Clubs/WellingtonPottersAssociation_Join.cfm
There are also links to the form on this page:
http://www.nzpotters.com/Clubs/WellingtonPottersAssociation.cfm
WPA Club welcomes new members: Stacey Johnson, Heather Payne, Emma Beausoleil, Lihong Huang,
Eileen Preval, Emma Prestige, Anna Scorey & Pater Caddy, Alice Boyd, Madelaine Driver & Haydon
Applegarth, Brad Heappey, David Streader, Pru Shaw, Sam Tendeter, Charle van der Walt & J.J.
Badenhorst, Terry Marsh, Frankie Padellec, and returning member Amalia Louisson with Josephine Jellicich.
Please note that Membership invoices for the 2015/2016 year will be sent out at the time of the newsletter.
If you haven’t received yours within a week, please contact Vera: davee@paradise.net.nz
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Club and committee contacts
FEE PAYING BY Internet:
Wellington Potters Association - Account Number: 02 0568-0024590-00
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-Potters-Association/213144062066063
Articles for September newsletter need to be emailed to Elaine by 25 August 2015
(Elaine Marland <marland@xtra.co.nz>)

[

As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.

WPA Committee
President/
Volunteer
Coordinator
Vice President/
Maintenance
Past President
Club Programme
Secretary
Orientation
Treasurer
Safe/banking
Clay, Glazes, and
programme for
community groups
Forms

Gwyn Williams

04 905 2586

gwynwilliams@gmx.com

Mauritz Basson

381 6751

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.com

Rosemary O’Hara

233 0003
021 201 6764
473 5356
021 121 6531
021 631 187

roseo@klezmer.co.nz

Vivian Rodriguez

021 264 5414
972 0811

vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

Rebecca Flowerday

027 279 9077

rebecca.flowerday@gmail.com

Ceramicus15

Nicci Hulley

027 3056 488

nicola.hulley@gmail.com

Kilns

Chris Dunn

021 138 8472

cdunn@ihug.co.nz

Alan Ross

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Nicola Dench
Vera Burton

938 3356
938 8207

theclaypenguin@hotmail.com
davee@paradise.net.nz

Elaine Marland

021 0505 335
384 4718
479-1299

marland@xtra.co.nz

Co-opted members
Anagama
co-ordinator
NZP delegate
Membership/
database manager
Library and
Newsletter editor
Cubbies Manager

Kate Ford
Mike Doyle

Joe Zuccarello
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kate.ford48@gmail.com
mprzzd@hotmail.com

Joe.Zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

