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Recent event
The Bruce Walford workshop…

Wonderful !
Seven eager potters were inspired by Bruce to make numerous waka, platters and other objects.
This two-day workshop was held over the Saturday and Sunday of Labour weekend.
The workshop commenced with Bruce demonstrating how he made his waka and platter forms.
Using Primo paper clay and plaster moulds he used the drape mould technique. He quickly
demonstrated how to make the forms, decorate them and join pieces on.
We then all set to make our own derivatives of these forms. Many variations of Bruce forms were
made. For some of us the hardest part was the feet. At the end of the second day he showed us his
techniques for making his plaster moulds All in all a very hands on and inspiring workshop.
Julie Midgely
In March or April next year Bruce Walford will run another workshop on paper clay and drape
moulds for those of you who missed it and follow up decorating and glazing techniques
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More recent events
Pit Firing at Vera’s…

Vera and Dave Burton have a large brick pit that has been used for WPA and Onslow college CEC
firings from way back, but been dormant for a while… Vera cleared it out and opened it up again for
WPA’s pit firing on the 15th November. When I arrived just in time to put my pot in, a long line of
passing wood hand to hand up a steep path had just been completed, pots were already snuggled into
the sawdust and things were all set to go.
The wind gusts prohibited us lighting it after laying the wood in, but Vera was able to light the fire
early afternoon. For the rest of the weekend the wind died down and the weather co-operated nicely.
By all accounts the fire raged very well under its corrugate iron cover. There was certainly plenty of
wood in it, as you can see from the photos. You could see the copper carbonate and copper sulphate
sprinklings around the pots before the wood went in over the top. That’s where the copper reds
(reduced copper) traces on the surfaces come from. The black is from where the pots remained
partially submerged in sawdust and had insufficient air for the carbon to oxidise.
Novices to low firing techniques have a door open up for an intriguing range of low firing techniques
and an appreciation that, like the Anagama, one is close to the capriciousness of real fire. One gets
the sense of closure at the start of a real fire firing: your pot is committed to something beyond your
control, you have to let go of your investment in it. It will survive and it will look good, or it won’t.
However if it survived but is not to your liking you can reincarnate it after a pit firing and re-fire it in
a regular glaze firing.
There were some great results lying in the ash on Sunday afternoon, and that was topped off with
another delicious shared BBQ. Thank you Vera and Dave for hosting great opportunities for social
exchanges for the club and students throughout the weekend. We look forward to the next one, next
year hopefully, Vera and Dave willing!
Rosemary O’Hara.
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Pottery Classes
Monday and Tuesday 7-9pm: Community Education Centre courses http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/915-pottery-throwing-all-levelstuesday. Basic to
intermediate 8 week course $245. Enrol for Monday and Tuesday courses online through the
Community Education Centre. Next courses start in 2015.
Monday 3.30-5pm: running for 8 weeks during school terms aimed at 8-12 year olds. Next course
starts on Monday 9 Feb 2015, $200 per course all costs included. Contact Nicola Dench on 938-3356
or email theclaypenguin@hotmail.com
Wednesday 7pm: Shige teaches small classes for six-week courses. The next course in the Japanese
throwing style is vase making will be held on November 12, 19, 26, Dec 3, 10 with the final class on
14 January 2015. This last class will be for glazing. $140 plus clay and glazes.
Saturdays 9.45-11.45am: Anthea Grob - Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and
wheel throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $138 per course, plus clay and firing costs.
Contact Anthea to enrol (grobanthea@gmail.com) or phone 9726672. Next course starts soon.
Children’s Holiday Pottery: January 21, 22, and 23, seven years and up, $85, three sessions
includes clay and firing. 10 am - 12 and 1.00 - 3.00pm. Contact roseo@klezmer.co.nz or ph 233 0003
to book.
For further information on all courses, please email Wellington Potters Association
(wellingtonpotters@gmx.com)

Pottery Notices
mix your clay from every stage of dryness and
wetness plus learn wire wedging and making a
plaster slab for drying your clay. The date
isn’t set yet, Rosemary is flexible, call 233
0003 or roseo@klezmer.co.nz

Creative improvements to our
clubrooms – your ideas are needed…
At the last committee meeting we discussed
how we could refit and reorganise the
clubrooms to make them better for our
potting. Some ideas were: thinking about the
best place for the library, how the resident
potter space can be improved to ensure it is
both private and collaborative,and whether
the shelving and the cubbies could be changed
to provide more space. A friendly architect
visited the rooms last weekend to get a feel for
the building. In order for him to know your
concerns and come up with some ideas, we
need to hear from you!

Technology versus hand built: check
this out…
VIDEO: Potter versus 3D printer
BBC NEWS - TECHNOLOGY
http://pulse.me/s/336bv2
Traditional
potter Geoff
Kenward goes
head to head
with 3D
printer Mark
Bloomfield,
making their cases for their respective
techniques. ... Read more on the website.

How do you think the rooms can be improved?
Are there any key spaces that you want to see
connected. What are the key requirements an
improvement would need to achieve for you?
Is there a certain style you envisage?

Tutors wanted
Do you want to be a tutor at Wellington
Potters? We are looking for tutors to run
courses in 2015 at Wellington Potters. If you
have a passion for clay and would like to share
your knowledge with others, please consider
becoming a tutor.

Please let us know what you think. Be creative
but clear and concise! Send you ideas to Chris
Dunn at cdunn@ihug.co.nz before the end of
the year. He will present them to the
architect, the committee and to you for
feedback in the next newsletter

Our recent survey indicated that there is a lot
of demand for classes, and people are keen to
develop their existing skills, and learn new
stuff. Our teachers are a vital part of the club
and we are keen to hear from members who
want to do this work.

Clay Recycling
If you are interesting in learning more about
clay recycling get in touch with Rosemary to
arrange attendance at one of these free
Saturday or Sunday afternoon workshops in
December. You will learn how to recycle and
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Please contact the secretary at
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com, and include
information about the kind of class you would
like to teach, your areas of interest, the level
you would like to teach (beginners, advanced,
etc) your availability (what times suit you
etc.)

Janine Collier in Washington
We are doing great here – Washington DC is
amazing with many fantastic and incredibly
smart people. I’m out and about enjoying the
cycling in the city – very few hills compared to
Wellington so a breeze to get around. I haven’t
yet managed to get myself into any potting.
And I am missing it – I get a hankering every
time I read the WPA newsletter (so please
keep sending!).

Kiln and glaze room clear out
and End-of-Year Firing Calendar
All Members please note prior to a BIG
cleanup of the kiln and glaze rooms over the
holiday period.

The art in this town is wonderful. So many
pieces from the masters and all to see for free.
And many Henry Moore sculptures for me to
ponder over (along with others who haven’t
captivated me quite as much). I did get myself
to a pottery exhibition in Quebec over the
summer – something the University puts on –
many artists exhibiting and all items for sale
(yes I did pick up a few pieces – one of which
caused some consternation by the TSA official
when I went through airport security because
of the metal incorporated).

We need members to remove their works from
the kiln room. Last day for removal is 24
December. What must go:
*all bisqued work
*all glazed work.
*any of the above not removed by 24
December will be.....disposed of.
What may stay: any ready-to-be-bisqued
work any glazed work ready to fire can be left
on the shelves as usual.
Last club firing for 2014: Tuesday 16
December
First club firing for 2015: Tuesday 13
January

News from potters abroad

Premier Portage Award 2014
If you are looking for inspiration, check out
the winners of the Premier Portage Award.

From Dave Smissen in St Arnaud some
photos of his latest work.

This year’s international judge, Takeshi
Yasuda (Japan), he presented the awards at a
ceremony held in West Auckland’s newly
opened Te Uru Waitakere Contemporary
Gallery (formerly Lopdell House Gallery) on
Thursday 6 November. !Mr Yasuda says the
winning work displays an overwhelming sense
of emotion; worth a look at:
http://www.thebigidea.co.nz/news/industrynews/2014/nov/152095-premier-portageaward-2014
Maurice Bennett (pictured) and a couple of
other WPA potters, also caught up with
Takeshi Yasuda at a demonstration and talk
at the Auckland Potters’ Clubrooms in
November.

Three walkers
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Ideas for classes in 2015

Working Bee!

February: Craig Williams is going to take free
drape and press mould making workshop to
replenish some tired moulds on our stock and
provide some more drape molds

Congratulations and thank you to all the
wonderful members who contributed to the
working bee. A great job was done by all and
well celebrated with a scrumptious and
convivial shared lunch. Order has been
restored in dark places particularly in the
clay storage room (pictured).

March or April: Bruce Walford will run
another workshop on paper clay and drape
moulds for those of you who missed it and
follow up decorating and glazing techniques
June: Anagama firing
August: Di Conway sculpture
We have another 3 or 4 possibilities in the
pipeline and will have a more detailed
schedule and dates for the February
newsletter. Contact Chris Pease
cpease@apath.co.nz or Rosemary OHara
<roseo@klezmer.co.nz> if you have any
queries or course suggestions.

Sculpture workshop at Trinity Farm,
Otaki
For those of you interested in non-firing clay, this Pal Tiya Sculpture workshop is being held at
Trinity Farm, 202 Waithou Valley Road, Otaki, Kapiti on Saturday 7 Feb, 10am – 4pm. Details at
www.trinityfarm.co.nz.

Library news…
Your inspirational resource…
Those who have ventured into our Library will appreciate that it’s a magnificent facility that we are
very lucky to have as a membership resource. We have a fabulous legacy which has been a
culmination of books purchased by member’s request, donations from deceased estates and past and
present member’s generosity.
The current library system has a very easy to use catalogue system and heavily relies on
membership honesty and openness.
We’ve just undertaken a check on the entire inventory and have found that a number of publications
(magazines, books and DVD/ videos) have not been returned by members.
The Library is for the use of members of the Wellington Potters Association so we’d like to remind all
members of the basic rules of the library:
‐
No food in the library
‐
Please limit your borrowing to 2 books or 3 magazines at a time
‐
Borrowing time is 4 weeks.
To encourage anybody who may have something from the library that they’ve forgotten to return we
will have an amnesty that will last until the 31 December 2014.
Following this generous amnesty period we will be asking for individuals who have not returned the
outstanding library items, to pay a fine which will also cover the cost of replacing the publications,
so our l
ibrary will continue to be a valuable resource for all.

Stop Press…congratulations
Congratulations to Louise Caig who has been awarded a scholarship at The Learning Conexion for
2015.
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New members
Wellington Potters welcomes new members: Pauline Vullings, Biddy Bunzi, Jenny and MariaIles and
Teresa Collins

What’s the Rumble…

Peter Rumble recently held an exhibition at re:SPACE gallery featuring all manner of architectural
puns and prods at the establishment. Pictured is Peter’s take on townhouses designed by Roger
Walker. Peter looks on as Roger atttempts to re-arrange them. Photo by Jake Walker

President’s news
Hullo,
I am writing this in Lisbon, sitting in an old apartment inside the
Castelo S. Jorge (St George's Castle). Kind of far from WPA, so I
thought I'd send links to a few photos of ceramic stuff spotted on
holiday.
Lisbon is very beautiful. Many of the city's buildings are decorated
with glazed ceramic tiles, known in Portuguese as azulejos. Both the
tiles and the buildings they adorn can be stunning. The tiles cover
building exteriors, extending from just above street level up multiple
floors. Some of the tile work has been nicely restored, while
elsewhere the tiles are cracked and chipped and crumbling. Check
out these photos: http://tinyurl.com/km3r549 and this wikipedia
page: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azulejo
Before Lisbon, I spent a few days in Hong Kong. Hong Kong is a
pretty interesting place. The highlights for me (though not pottery
related) were the narrow roads that wind all over the hills and the
camps set up by the activists of the umbrella movement. Thousands of pro-democracy protesters,
most of them students, have been occupying major roads and intersections in a couple of Hong Kong
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districts over the last month or so. You can wander freely among the tents and stalls and study
areas and street art. But if occupations aren't your thing, try some ceramics by Picasso, found at the
University Museum and Art Gallery. Picasso worked with ceramics over three decades. He created
thousands of colourfully glazed objects, used pots as canvasses, and seemed to have a bit of an
obsession with owls. See here: http://tinyurl.com/kh9b4n6.
Hope you are potting hard for Xmas. And have a great New Year.
Gwyn

More pit firing picks from Vera’s

Clockwise from top left: notice the copper carbonate and copper sulphate sprinklings Rosemary
mentioned in her review; everyone loves stacking wood for a fire; Vera (left) and Dave (right)
pictured explaining the process before the first match is lit.
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Club and committee contacts
FEE PAYING BY Internet:
Wellington Potters Association - Account Number: 02 0568-0024590-00
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Articles for February newsletter need to be emailed to Julie by 20 January 2015
(jmwatson61@gmail.com)
As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.

WPA Committee
President/
Volunteer
Coordinator
Vice President/
Maintenance
Past President
Club Programme
Secretary
Orientation
Treasurer
Safe/banking
Glazes, Rooms,
Orientation,
Cubbies
Newsletter editor
Clay, and
programme for
community groups
Forms

Gwyn Williams

04 905 2586

gwynwilliams@gmx.com

Mauritz Basson

381 6751

Rosemary O’Hara

233 0003
021 201 6764
473 5356
021 121 6531
021 631 187

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.
com
roseo@klezmer.co.nz

Kate Ford
Mike Doyle

kate.ford48@gmail.com
mprzzd@hotmail.com

Matthew Van Atta
(with Kate Ford)
(with Joe Zuccarello)
Julie Watson
Vivian Rodriguez

021 0830 4507

mnvanatta@alaska.edu

478 4020
021 264 5414
972 0811

Jmwatson61@gmail.com
vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

Rebecca Flowerday

027 279 9077

rebecca.flowerday@gmail.com

Ceramicus15

Nicci Hulley

027 3056 488

nicola.hulley@gmail.com

Kilns

Chris Dunn

021 138 8472

cdunn@ihug.co.nz

Alan Ross

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Nicola Dench
Vera Burton

938 3356
938 8207

theclaypenguin@hotmail.com
davee@paradise.net.nz

Elaine Marland

384 4718

marland@xtra.co.nz

Co-opted members
Anagama
co-ordinator
NZP delegate
Membership/
database manager
Library
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