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PRESIDENT'S NEWS Rosemary O’Hara
Hi Wellington Potters,

with Mike. We are hoping to have an
interesting focus on Raku later in the year
when Kate Jacobsen visits, so come andcheck
it out and have some practice. There will be
some bisque pots available if you don’t have
something of your own for it.

The Rooms are looking good. Thank you for
your continued efforts to keep them clean and
tidy.
There will be a few changes at WPA this month.
Shane, our Potter in Residence has found a
studio to set himself up in and he will be
moving into it at the end of the month. We wish
Shane all the very best in this exciting new
phase of his potting journey. I wish to thank
him for the excellent service he has provided
WPA in managing the club firings and
repairing the kilns. The firings have run
smoothly and reliably under Shane’s
management, and many people have had an
introduction to firing kilns and working
towards their kiln licences on Tuesdays as
well.

The start of April is the time for the upstairs
spaces to go up for Ballot again. There is room
for 4 members to use some extra storage space
or work more privately in the room leading to
the Potter in Residence’s room, until the end of
the year. You need to apply in writing (email)
to wellingtonpotters@gmx.com, for one of the
areas, in the next few weeks. If there are more
than 4 applicants who haven’t already had a
turn at using these spaces then we will select
the candidates by ballot.
The committee is looking for a club member
who likes going to exhibitions and would like to
be our exhibition review writer for the
newsletter. I happened to be in Lower Hutt last
week and got to see the ‘Slip Cast’ show at the
Dowse and ‘Shapeshifters’ in the park opposite.
I rarely get to roam about with time to spare,
and was really delighted to find such
interesting exhibitions related to ceramics and
mixed media. All to say hanging about it
galleries is fun, if you’d like to do this or share
it with someone, let me or someone on the
committee know.

The committee has been trying to find a way of
fairly spreading the responsibility of loading
the club firings each week. With Shane’s exit at
the end of March we need to address this issue
more urgently. We need 1 or 2 members who
are prepared to commit to and share this
important responsibility, in the form of free
firings or perhaps something else can be
negotiated. Ideally this is better done by as few
persons as possible. Please get in touch with
wellingtonpotters@gmx.co.nz or myself, if that
sounds like you or you have any ideas or
queries about this.

We have had some generous donations from
the now defunct ceramics dept. at the old
Teachers College. There will be some bits and
pieces put on the table in the rooms where the
give-aways are. Anything on that table is free
to a good home. Help yourself.

The kiln firing licence system is up for review,
and clarification. Gwyn will hold a workshop
for would be kiln licence holders on Wed 9th
April at 5.30pm. Attendance at one his
workshops, to be held regularly from now on,
will be necessary for getting a kiln licence,
along with 8 supervised firings of your own.
Book at <wellintonpotters@gmx.com>. The
following workshop will be held on a Saturday,
for those who have trouble making it at this
time.

Our local clay and materials suppliers,
Wellington Potters Supplies have moved from
Cashmere Ave in Khandallah. Look out for
their new catalogue at the rooms and the map
of their new location in Porirua in this
publication.
To note for your dairies for April (postponed
from the March calendar) is another clay
recycling workshop on Sat 12th April and a
club working bee on Sunday 27th.
Cheers,
Happy potting,
Rosemary

This month most of our activities are in the last
½ of the month. We have the first 2 of Anthea’s
glazing workshops on the 23rd and 30th March,
a throwing demonstration from Shige on
28th and a talk from Alan Ross and Shige from
the Anagama team on the 26th. Saturday 22nd,
10.30 to mid-afternoon is another Raku day
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Club Updates
the standard requirements. Gwyn will hold
regular teaching sessions for prospective kiln
loaders, and there will be a test for you to sit.
The first one of these will be on Wed 9th April
at 5.30pm.

Shige Ohashi’s Workshop/ Demonstration
Sessions 28th March at 3pm and 6pm.
These are to be sponsored by the Japanese
Embassy and participation open to the public.
They will be two x 1½ hour sessions on the
afternoon and early evening on 28th March. To
date the times have not been finalised.
Participation for a maximum of 10 persons
per session will be decided by ballot, and there
will also be an opportunity to come and watch.
Those interested in going in the ballot can
register your interest by emailing the
Japanese Embassy: application@wl.mofa.go.jp

You will then be a provisional license holder
and can book your own firings in designated
kilns. You will need to arrange for someone
from the kiln supervisors list (on the wall
beside the phone in the glazing room) to
supervise all aspects of your firing, including
the kiln programming, for 8 of your own
firings. There may be provision for the
unloading to be supervised as well, certainly
as a provisional license holder you will be
expected to do your own unloading.

Working Bee 27th March 10 to 2pm
Here’s your opportunity for some ‘pitch in and
contribute’. It’s the usual clean up. If you have
pots in the drying cupboard it’s a good idea to
finish them in the next couple of weeks. Dry
pots in the damp cupboard get recycled. We
usually have a pretty good clean up in the
sluice room, glaze kiln room, though there will
be less than usual to do down there as
Matthew has been keeping it looking very
tidy, kitchen, nooks and crannies, clean bats
and shelves, Mike wants to have a clean out of
old raku gear in the store room. Nothing major
this time but it will be good to have WPA
looking great when we open up for the public
demos on the 28th March.

Book at wellingtonpotters@gmx.com for the
workshop, or let Kate know if you would like
to go for the next one which will be held on a
Saturday.
Cubby holes
It is time to rationalise the cubby holes – we
have a waiting list for these. If you have one
and want to keep using it please let Joe know
by emailing him – his email is on the list of
cubby owners in the club rooms. If he does not
hear from you by the date of the working bee
on 16 March – you may find you cubby
emptied and reallocated. If you can’t email Joe
– just put a visible note in your cubby to say
that it is yours and wanted.

Just turn up. Someone will hand you a mop or
a sponge :-).
Clay recycling
We conducted a successful clay recycling
workshop last month. We made a couple of
plaster bats for the new clay recycling station,
(still in its gestation, but coming) and learned
the ins and out of what clays you can put
together, when and how. Next session is the
12th March 1 to 4 pm –ish.
Bring any clay of your own that you want to
recycle. We decided in the last workshop that
a demo of how to make your own plaster bat is
enough otherwise we would have been there
forever. You can make your own one at
home. Register with Rosemary using the
details on back page.

Clay for Anagama Firing
If you would like to club together to purchase
clay fit for the Anagama firing follow this link
for wood firing clay (Clayworks Wood Firing
Body (Filter Pressed) RSF Rye's Wood & Salt
Firing Body)
http://www.clayworksaustralia.com/images/C
layworks/price_list/pricelistdecember2012.p
df and contact Lyuba to order in bulk:
zhilkina_lyubov@mail.ru
Upstairs space
There is some space upstairs on the
mezzanine level that can be used by members
in exchange for a payment of $5 per week to
cover expenses. It is the space used formerly
by the DCA students, and is available from the
end of March until the end of the year. There
is room for 4 people. Each space consists of
shelving plus 2 sections of bench space - one
on each side of the room. It can be used for
storage and hand building etc but is not a
suitable space for a wheel.
If you are interested apply to the secretary at
wellingtonpotters@gmz.com by 18 March.

Kiln License System
In consultation with Shane and Gwyn we have
realised that having a single teaching focus
and a very clear system for getting your kiln
license is desirable. The system that was
operating a few years ago has proven to be
workable and consistent. Some of you who
have been working towards getting your
license over the last year or so may feel that
you have fallen between the cracks here, but
I’m sure we can credit the experience you’ve
had at loading and unloading already against
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Pottery classes at the rooms
Monday 7-9pm: hand-building and throwing with Matthew van Atta starting 17 February 2014.
Tuesday 7-9pm: throwing with Mauritz Basson - http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/915pottery-throwing-all-levelstuesday. Basic to intermediate 8 week course $235. Enrol for Mon and
Tues courses online through the Community Education Centre. New courses starting 18 February
2014 are with the new time 7.30 to 9.30 pm to allow for a 5.30 to 7.30 class if there is enough
demand.
Thursdays 5.30-7.30 and 7.30-9.30pm: Rosemary O’Hara -Throwing for beginners and beyond, 6
week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay and firing costs. Phone Rosemary 233
0003 or email roseo@klezmer.co.nz.
Saturdays 9.45-11.45am: Anthea Grob - Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and
wheel throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay and firing costs.
Contact Anthea to enrol (grobanthea@gmail.com) or phone 9726672.

Reminder to clubbies…
Just a note to say that we all need to remember a few of the club rules – to keep the rooms clean and
make it a creative space for everyone without letting it go to pot…
• sign the book when you arrive
• take the tea towels home - they are hanging in a plastic bag on the kitchen door - and bring them
back clean
• put compostibles in the compost heap - the kitchen waste and the paper towels
• if you are last to leave the building, check that the lights are off upstairs and down - including loo
lights - and that the building is locked up.

Diary 2014
23 March 9.45am – 12.15

Anthea Grob Introduction to making glazes ($23 or
$28 for non-member)

26 March (7pm)

Alan Ross Introduction to Anagama Encore

28 March

Shige’s demonstration workshops

30 March

Anthea Grob Decorating with resists ($25 or $30 for
non-member)

6 and 13 April

Anthea Grob Demystifying glazes ($30 or $35 for nonmember)

Sunday 25 May (2-4pm)

Anagama Loading and Firing Briefing at Kiln site

New members
Genevieve Lacombe, Evelyne Leblond, Nicole Skews, Chris Sissons, Shirena Vasan, Gareth Bezett,
Alexia George, Kaori Tada, Nicola Dunford, Ulli Rosenfeld, Aston Christie, Kitty August, Anna
Fuksova, Catherine Oddie, Austin Spiegel and Greg Lynn.

Facebook
Check out our Facebook page for upcoming events, photos, exhibition news and more. Contributions
for our Facebook page are welcome. You don’t have to be a member of Facebook. Just go here:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-Potters-Association/213144062066063
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Roger Bagshaw – Obituary
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Exhibitions
Shape shifter exhibition Langs Rd opposite the Dowse, Lower Hutt till 16th March, 11am to
7pm.
This is a really diverse, interesting mixed media indoor and outdoor sculpture exhibition. There are
116 pieces and you need to allow at least an hour to get round it. There are many innovative ceramic
pieces as well as wood, metal, stone, fibreglass and other and man- made materials.
Our own old girls and boys club is represented with Mia Hamilton’s foray into fibre arts using metals
and plastics and Robert Rapson as well as quite a few other Wellington artists and sculptors. I loved
Stephen Lambert’s Moa constructed from old engine parts, Two Masterton artists: David Carson’s
trees reconstructed from sticks and woodshavings, and Sam Ludden’s ceramic eels are pretty cool.
Rick Rudd’s riveting primate busts and the pierced and carved ceramic garden ‘pods’ from Carol
Robinson, caught ,my eye. Go check it out -there’s heaps to inspire you.
Dowse gallery: Slip cast till 02 June
This is also well worth a look while you’re in the Hutt
Many of the pieces are not slip cast, but amongst those that are table pieces by John Roy who is
guest selector for the Elements Exhibition and running the workshop at Woolshed Potters ( in
Porirua ) next month. (see more about this and the application form at the end of the newsletter).
Four of Richard Stratton’s tall vase forms are represented. There are some surprising and witty
and thought provoking installations. I loved that wall of flowers and the necklace of sea worn brick
that dissolves away to dust.

Rosemary.

WPA Library Reviews
JOURNALS
The latest of these journals are reference only
in the Library, and can be borrowed when the
next issue arrives.
Pottery Making Illustrated, vol.17 no.1,
January/February 2014
• Firing – Slowing Down the Cooling Process
• Oval Lidded Casseroles
Ceramic Review, no.265,
January/February 2014
• Female Ceramists in Japan

•
•

Geometry Informs the Works of Nuala
O’Donovan
Hitomi Hosono and her Precise and
Intricate Botanical Sculptures

Ceramics Technical, no.37, 2013, Nov
2013-Apr 2014
• Female Ceramists in Japan
Elaine Marland, Librarian
24 February 2014

For sale

COWLEY ELECTRIC POTTERY WHEEL -$490-Good condition,
double drive with well -padded seat (same as the ones in WPA)
and THOMAS WOLBRING SLAB ROLLER - $390- different
thickness options, very solid. Great when it works but
mechanics needs fixing.
Contact Galit Maxwell on 027 640 8614
6

Second-hand Wheel Wanted
Jaleh Benson would like to buy a secondhand
wheel that rotates in both directions probably a Cowley – if anyone in the WPA
community knows of one sitting idle, please
contact: jalehbenson@me.com.

Wellington Potters Supplies new location
Due to earthquake prone issues with the old
building in Khandallah, Wellington Potters
Supplies has relocated to Kenepuru Drive
between Tawa and Porirua.
See map attached for directions and also in
the new printed catalogue in the clubrooms. A
personal copy of the catalogue can be
downloaded off our website too.
You can also buy online using your credit card
or email/phone your order for next day
delivery - only $4.50 for up to 25kg anywhere
in the Wellington region.
As always you are welcome to come and see us
at Kenepuru Drive (just 200m North of Moore
Wilsons) - opening hours as usual - 10.00am to
4.00pm Tuesday to Saturday.
Warren and Kate Fransham
WELLINGTON POTTERS SUPPLIES LTD
47H Kenepuru Drive
PORIRUA 5022
ph: 04 939 1211
mob: 021 078 5350
email: orders@wellingtonpotterssupplies.co.nz
www.wellingtonpotterssupplies.co.nz

As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Articles for April newsletter need to be emailed to Julie by 20 March 2014
(jmwatson61@gmail.com)

7

WPA Committee
President

Rosemary O’Hara

233 0003
021 201 6764
04 905 2586
029 2636096

roseo@klezmer.co.nz

Past President
Vice President/
Clay
Secretary

Gwyn Williams
Chris Pease

kate.ford48@gmail.com

Sonia Waters

473 5356
021 121 6531
477 1334
021 024 00550
021 0830 4507
478 4020
027 223 1889
803 8124

Treasurer
Safe/banking
Glazes
Newsletter editor

Lubya Zhilkina

Oversight of rooms
Library assistant/
rooms manager
assistant
Maintenance

Frances Kuo

973 2852

fshkuo@gmail.com

Mauritz Basson

381 6751

Form Manager

Louise Caig

478 7446

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.c
om
louise.caig@gmail.com

Alan Ross

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Shane Gallagher
Mike Atkins

027 632 2285
970 1205

shanedg@gmail.com
kayne_nz@yahoo.co.nz

Nicola Dench
Vera Burton

938 3356
938 8207

theclaypenguin@hotmail.com
davee@paradise.net.nz

Elaine Marland

384 4718

marland@xtra.co.nz

Co-opted members
Anagama
co-ordinator
Kilns
Raku firings
NZP delegate
Membership/
database manager
Library

Kate Ford

Matthew Van Atta
Julie Watson
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gwynwilliams @gmx.com
cpease@apath.co.nz

zhilkina_lyubov@mail.ru
mnvanatta@alaska.edu
Jmwatson61@gmail.com
sonia.waters@wcc.govt.nz

Lower North Island NZP(inc) Ceramics Exhibition 2008
Pataka
1 May -1 June 2014
Selector:
John Roy, Tauranga
Contact:
Nicola Dench : (04) 938-3356 or 027 746 4846
Conditions of entry:
1- Entries are welcomed from all Wellington and Western District NZP members
2- Artists may submit up to 3 entries, one of which may be a set or installation
3- All work must be the original work of the artist , executed after January 2013
4- All works are to be for sale
5- 35% commission to be included in the price
6- An entry fee of $25 to be included with the entry
7- The selector’s decision will be final and no correspondence entered into
8- By entering, exhibitors accept that photographs of their work may be used for publicity purposes.
10-Disclaimer: All due care will be taken, but the exhibition team will not be responsible for any loss,
damage or clerical mistakes during the exhibition or in transit . Please arrange for your own insurance.
Relevant dates:
Monday 28th April 2014
Tuesday 29th April
Tues/Wed 29/30th April
Thursday 1 May 7pm
Sunday 1 June
Monday 2 June

Receiving
Selection
Notification of selection ( by email where possible)
Exhibition opening
Exhibition closes at 4pm, artists/buyers collect work from 3pm
Remaining work to be collected or returned by courier

Entries to be sent or to be delivered to:
Elements Exhibition
Toi Gallery
Pataka art + Museum
17 Parumoana St, Porirua
Ph:(04) 237 1511
on Monday 28th April, 10am-4pm . Late entries cannot be accepted.
Cheques to be made out to : “Well Clay 05” please
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Pataka, Toi Gallery, Porirua,
1 May -1 June 2014

Entry Form
Artist’s Information
Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Telephone: (

)_______________________

mobile:______________________________

Email Address:___________________________________________________________
Work Information
NO

TITLE OF WORK

MEDIUM

PRICE

Please include a short artist and technique statement (approx.50 words)
Declaration:
The artist’s signature here is confirmation that the entry is the sole original work of the artist, was not
executed in a class of instruction and has been fired after Jan 2007. Selector’s decision will be final and no
correspondence will be entered into.
Artist’s signature:
Date:

Checklist:
Entry fee enclosed
Please write cheque out to “Well Clay 05”
Return courier ticket
or personal pick up
Artist statement enclosed
Likely to attend opening
yes/no
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NO

A/ R

Please fill in for return. Selector’s comments on the back if applicable
Name
Address
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