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PRESIDENT'S PIECE Gwyn Williams
I was saddened by the news that Mirek Smisek died recently,
not long after the opening of the exhibition on his life and
work, „60 Years 60 Pots‟, at the NZ Academy of Fine Arts.
Mirek was one of NZ‟s pioneering potters. I remember
regularly passing his pottery in Te Horo as a kid, the place
marked on the highway by a pole with platform on top that
towered up out of the trees. His strongly thrown salt-glazed
pots were fantastic. They were exhibited outside on raised
railway sleepers, exposed to the weather and gathering
rainwater and leaves and bugs. Those great beehive kilns
were wonderful. And you could wander through Mirek‟s
studio, with it‟s undulating floor made of the clay that had
accumulated over the years, compacted by footsteps. It was
a beautiful living floor.

When I was a teenager, Mirek‟s pottery inspired me to start
potting. For me, he epitomised pottery. His pots were the
kind of pots that I wanted to make, and his workshop and
railway-sleeper display exemplified the sort of pottery I
wanted to have. I didn‟t know Mirek at that time, and I never
knew him well. But later when Mirek moved to Waikanae and
John Wineera bought his place, and I went to help John build
a new salt kiln, Mirek would come by with his hair a bit
messed up and his thick black-rimmed glasses and his jean
jacket and his slightly cantankerous manner – he was a real
character – and he‟d advise John in his colourful way on
building the kiln and, later, on throwing and slip decoration
and firing. He was the master. And he inspired many. He will
be missed.

DIARY 2013
Saturday/Sunday
17/18 August

Pottery Sale at the Rooms
NOW POSTPONED UNTIL 17 AUGUST. Details page

Sunday 23 June &
Sunday 7 July
9.45am - 12 noon

Glaze Workshop with Anthea Grob.
Details page 7

Saturday
6 July 7pm

Solstice Dinner. Bring a bit of cheer to midwinter. Come and enjoy dinner with a French theme.
Details page 2

Wednesday
17 July 7pm

An Introduction to Pit Firing.
Find out how to make and finish your pot to get the best results from your pit firing. Francesca
Costa. Details page 3

Saturday/Sunday
20/21 July

Pushing the Boundaries
Unusual construction techniques in clay - double walled vessels, trapped air vessels,
glazing approaches. Shane Gallagher, Potter in Residence. Details page 4

Saturday
3 August

Pit Firing with Francesca Costa
From 10am. Details page 3

Saturday
10 August 10am - 3pm

Receiving for Anagama. Details page 3

Saturday/Sunday
17/18 August

Pottery Sale at the Rooms. Transferred from original date in June. Details page 3

Friday
13 September

Exhibition Opening
Exhibition runs from 14 - 22 September.

September
Date to be announced

Workshop: Animals with character, using paper clay. Sarah Brock

FACEBOOK
WPA has joined the facebook age! Check out our page for upcoming events - https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wellington-PottersAssociation/213144062066063

NOT-TO-MISS EXHIBITION ON PIONEERING NZ POTTERS


His Own Steam: A Barry Brickell Survey at The Dowse until 11 August: http://www.newdowse.org.nz/en/News/Latest-News/HisOwn-Steam-A-Barry-Brickell-Survey/
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MID-WINTER DINNER
Write Saturday 6 July in your diary (not the 22nd as previously advertised),
then pay $15 a head to reserve your place at this premier social event!
Those of you who have been members for a while will remember that we
used to do these! If you are new to the club and went to the Potters
Olympics, you will know well that potters too can have fun! And if you are
even newer than that - then here's a chance to meet more of us!
Wear something red if you have it - that will also brighten up the evening. We
are having a French theme - menu not quite finalised yet but will include such
iconic dishes as Coq au Vin, Boeuf Bourguignon, Ratatouille (vegetarians)
and a selection of delicious desserts.
Price includes a full sit down meal, and a glass of mulled wine on arrival.
Other drinks are BYO.
Numbers are necessarily limited so it is essential to book and pay to reserve your place. Reservations to Vera 938 8207 or email
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

MIREK SMISEK 1925—2013
A LIFE LIVED TO THE FULL A tribute to Mirek Smisek by Jenny Shearer.
The New Zealand potting and ceramic world has just lost an icon.
Mirek embodied all that was good and all those qualities we so admired in the 70s 80s 90s and so on regarding clay and the making
of vessels with meaning.
He built those amazing byzantine type kilns, dug his own clay and could throw pots like no one else.
Mirek was born in Czechoslovakia and was a teenager and a rebel when the 2nd World War broke out. He was imprisoned twice by
the Germans and on his return home found the communists were taking over. With his friend Milos he immigrated to Australia where
he first took pottery lessons in Canberra. Mirek took to clay like a duck to water. Shortly after that he worked for the Diana Pottery in
Sydney ironically designing touristy beer steins and the like.
Mirek married Nona Whitbread and moved to New Zealand. At Crown Lyn pottery in Auckland he worked as a clay preparator and
helper to the now iconic Ernie Shufflebottom. After his first son was born they shifted to Nelson where he became the manager of
the Nelson Brick and Pipe Company. At this time Mirek was researching the local clays and their suitability for brick making. Making
pots in his spare time.
He began teaching and soon with overwhelming classes decided to set up his own studio. He is credited with being New Zealand‟s
first full time potter.
Enter fellow potters Barry Brickell, Len Castle,Terry Barrow ... then Bernard Leach and Shoji Hamada. All of these people enriching
his life and offering spontaneous friendship. In those early days when there were no supply shops sharing knowledge was common.
“Toward a Standard“ by Bernard Leach remained his bible ... a creative philosophy directed to inspire people for a richer and more
expressive life. Subsequently with grants Mirek worked in both St Ives at the Leach centre and in Southern Japan.
In 1968 Mirek moved to the Kapiti area and after one move ended up in that place we all knew on State Highway one ... just over the
railway line at Te Horo. Here the pots flowed for many years and his fame grew. Accolades came from The Suter, the Academy and
his own country Czechoslovakia. After a number of years he and Pamella moved to a smaller property in Waikanae and created a
new showroom and studio.
In 1990 he was awarded the OBE for services to the Arts. In 2003 the NZ Academy gave him the Governor General‟s Art Award and
he became a Fellow of that same institution. In 2008 Czechoslovakia honoured him presenting him with the medal of the Senate of
the Czech Republic.
I think we were lucky to have him. He shared his work ethic and philosophy generously. The travelling Exhibition 60 years 60 pots
has been a suitable finale on a grand career. He potted like a lion to the end ignoring infirmities and discomfort. Mention must be
made of the wonderful support he got from his Muse and wife Pamella Annsouth.

TUTOR WANTED
WPA is looking for a tutor to take the Monday night classes in Terms 3 and 4. There are 8 classes each term from 7-9pm. Term
three begins on 5 August and term 4 on 14 October. It is expected the classes will be for beginners and intermediate level, mostly
hand work with an introduction to the wheel. Classes should cover such basic things as recycling clay and applying glaze.
If are interested, please send a brief CV outlining any teaching experience you may have, together with a brief teaching plan, to the
Secretary, Kate Ford, Wellington Potters Association wellingtonpotters@gmx.com by Monday 17 June, 2013.
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BROWNIES
Wellington Potters recently hosted a group of 24 Brownies from the Kelburn Pack who were learning about pottery for a badge. A
big thank you to Megumi, Kate, Rhonda, Barbara, Marilyn and Matthew who ensured the day was a success.

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Matthew van Atta, Patrick Corrieri, Mary Ellen Childers, Teresa and Rebecca Robertson, Barnaby Arnott, Hadley Fielinger, Monica
McCormack, Yvonne Hore

PIT FIRING SATURDAY 10 AUGUST 2013
The next Pit Firing is on Saturday 10 August; there will also be an
introductory session for this process on Wednesday 17 July from 7pm –
8pm.

Keeping warm by the kiln! Wednesday 17 July
This will include:
 Explanation of the pit firing process illustrated with photos.
 Demonstration of burnishing pots at „leather-hard‟ stage followed by
practice of this technique. Bring 2-3 small pots for this session.

The pit firing - Saturday 10 August
Starts at 10am with construction of the kiln.
Bring along: Several „bisque-fired‟ clay forms for the firing (large and
small pieces), and food to share for lunch. Dry kindling always
welcome.
Cost: The cost is minimal - $10 per person to cover materials.
Tutor: Francesca Costa has facilitated many workshops in this process;
both at Auckland Studio Potters, and Wellington Potters Assn. Please
contact Francesca on 027 678 6006 to confirm your attendance and for
any queries regarding preparation for this firing. See you there!

WPA POTTERY SALE & FUNDRAISER NOW DEFERRED UNTIL THE WEEKEND OF 17/18 AUGUST
This is a chance to sell your pots on a cash and carry basis.
Where: At the rooms - Saturday/Sunday 17/18 August.
Open to all members of Wellington Potters. If you want to sell your pots, you are required to help to run the sale: e.g. help set up the
rooms, put your name on the roster, volunteer for a demo on the wheel, etc. And distribute fliers. There will no selection of pots, but
we do reserve the right to withdraw any inappropriate work. Commission will be only 15%. We will probably have a seconds table,
but pots will have to be clearly marked as seconds.
Please let Rhonda know if you are interested: email: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., Phone: 389 8751
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ANAGAMA 2013
STEPS

DATES

Receive pots at rooms (Upstairs): 10am - 3pm

Saturday 10 August 2013

Transport pots to kiln

Sunday 11 August

Load kiln

Monday 12 – Saturday 17 August

Fire kiln

Thursday 22 – Monday 26 August

Cool kiln

Tuesday 27 – Saturday 31 August

Unload kiln & BBQ: 11:30 am

Sunday 1 September

Alan Ross, Anagama Coordinator

PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES - UNUSUAL CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES IN CLAY

DOUBLE WALLED VESSELS - TRAPPED AIR VESSELS - GLAZING APPROACHES
A 2-day hands-on workshop where you will make a doubled walled vessel, a trapped air vessel, and learn new approaches to
glazing.
Day 1 will focus on throwing.
Day 2 will involve finishing them off and glazing techniques. Moderate experience in wheel throwing is necessary.
When: Saturday/Sunday July 20/21, 10am - 3pm
How much: $50.00 (pay by direct credit (workshop as subject) or cash/cheque in the safe, but let the secretary, Kate,
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com know so we can book your place) - numbers are limited.
Things to bring:





your usual throwing tools
your clay of choice
a plate for a shared lunch (both days)
your enthusiasm to learn new stuff

ABOUT SHANE GALLAGHER
It has always been important for me to have a connection to the medium I work in. Clay allows me to engage with a material that is
highly challenging and satisfying at every stage of the process.
I enjoy pushing the boundaries of form and exploring unconventional methods of production. I am interested in how ceramics is so
closely connected to the experience of living and how it can affect and enhance our daily rituals.
I am particularly inspired by abnormalities such as cracks, roughness and asymmetry. I continually seek these surprising elements in
my work, ever trying to allow the material to speak for itself and express its character.
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RICHARD STRATTON AND AGATEWARE by Joe Zucarello
The workshop run by Richard Stratton was really eye opening.
Agateware is a form of pot decoration in which coloured clays
are layered and patterned into the body of the piece. It looks like
agate crystals (layered colours) hence the name. It is very
unusual and distinctive and I guess that is its appeal. Historically
it has been made in Europe and Japan, as far as I know. Its
unusual nature and the effort needed to produce enjoyable
pieces is great, I guess that it why it is still a under-utilized
technique.
The workshop gave us hands-n experience in making the
layered coloured clays (we used white and red clay) and
assembling the pieces into plaster moulds. Richard is clearly
very familiar with the techniques and was making some really
beautiful layering in a flash. The technique is very fiddly, partially
so that you don‟t end up with light red mud (!) and partially in the
assembly. The work needs to be well planned ahead of time,
especially if you are going for a particular effect, like a swirl in the middle of your pot. The work surfaces have to be extra clean, you
need to use cling film to not smear the layers and cutting needs to be done cleanly, with a wire. This was a challenge for someone
with 2 left hands but the basic techniques can be mastered and Richard was very encouraging (when I see what he makes and what
I did I think he was being very kind) and gave good tips. The rest is assembling the layered tiles into the mould, this also involves a
bit of fine finesse (will the pieces stay together?, terra sigillata helps) and hope, some would say prayer, that it stays together when it
dries.
As I said the effect is unique and the possibilities are really endless (colour, pattern …) but it is not something you can whip out in a
hurry (I guess that is why the pots cost thousands!).
Overall the workshop was a success, I think people learned new things, we had a good chat (although at times concentration is
required) and hopefully we can use our new methods at the club. So keep an eye out for the stripy pots going through the firings!

Photo 1 - Caught in action. Our two intrepid heroes with their latest mountain of processed clay to be converted into priceless
artefacts by our industrious members. Once again thank you Marilyn and Andy and they ask that potters do not add water to the
clay buckets as it makes it difficult to recycle. Photo 2- Galit being very productive.

DO YOU HAVE A KILN LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME?
Carolyn Hamilton is looking for a 3 phase electric larger than 3 cubic feet. Carolyn Hamilton, Parkvale Consulting
Phone 06 3799044, Mobile 021 970010

POTTERY CLASSES AT THE ROOMS
Monday 7-9pm handbuilding - http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/914-pottery-ceramics
Tuesday 7-9pm throwing with Mauritz Basson - http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/915-pottery-throwing-all-levelstuesday
Basic to intermediate 8 week course $235. Enrol online through the Community Education Centre.
Thursdays 5.30-7.30 and 7.30-9.30pm – Rosemary O’Hara
Throwing and hand building for beginners and beyond. 6 week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay and firing
costs. Phone Rosemary 233 0003 or email roseo@klezmer.co.nz.
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Saturdays 9.45-11.45am – Anthea Grob & Rosemary O’Hara
Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and wheel throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus
clay and firing costs. Contact Anthea to enrol: anthea@ecofabric.co.nz.

WPA LIBRARY REVIEWS
JOURNALS
The latest of these journals are reference only in the Library, and can be borrowed when the next issue arrives.
Artzone, no.49 Apr-Jul 2013
Pottery Making Illustrated, vol.16 no.3, May/June 2013
 Naked raku techniques
 Throwing big platters
 10 ways to throw larger smarter
 Working with lusters
Ceramic Review, no.261, May/June 2013
 Sylvia Meschia‟s culturally diverse ceramics
 Emilie Taylor‟s narrative pots
 Jim Cooper [NZ] – delightfully surreal sculptures
 Technical: Colouring clay, agateware teapot
Craft Arts International, no87, 2013
 Ken Mihara, hand-coiled stoneware
 Jason Sims, sculpture, mixed media
 Ashwini Bhat, woodfired stoneware
 Helen Yau, hand-built porcelain
Elaine Marland, Librarian
12 June 2013

ANOTHER PAYMENT OPTION FOR CLAY PURCHASES AND KILN FIRINGS NOW AVAILABLE
You will have noticed we‟ve made some changes to kiln firing slips (including colours!) and there is a new “Banking Slip” (yellow). To
make your life a little easier, we have started trialling internet banking payments from members for purchases of clay or kiln firing
fees. Of course we will still accept cash and cheques.
The kiln firing slips (club firing is a green slip, private firing blue) now include a box to tick when you intend to pay by internet
banking. The yellow slip is your reminder note for you to take away with you of what you owe, what it was for (e.g. kiln fees, clay)
and WPA bank account details. Hopefully the slips are self-explanatory.
To make sure we are completing our accounts correctly, and so we can allocate funds accurately, we will need you to tell us a few
things when you do your internet banking payment. In the “Particulars” box, we will need to know your name and in the “Code” box
we will need to know what you are paying for (eg kiln fees, clay). Use the “Reference” box too if you need more room to explain.
We appreciate people paying promptly and in full. We‟ll be reconciling regularly and if you are tardy in your payment don‟t be
surprised if you get a phone call or e-mail from me as a reminder. We may remove the internet banking option if we have to chase
too many late payments.
Thanks
Janine
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As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Articles for March newsletter need to be emailed to Saskia by 25 July 2013
(saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com)
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COMMITTEE 2013
President
Vice
President
Secretary

Gwyn Williams
Vera Burton

Treasurer

Janine Collier

Past
President
Cubby
spaces
Safe/banking

Roger Pearce

Glazes
Pit firings

Rosemary O‟Hara
Francesca Costa

Oversight of
rooms

Frances Kuo

Kate Ford

Joe Zuccarello
Lubya Zhilkina

Co-opted members
Anagama
Alan Ross
co-ordinator
Newsletter
Saskia Hendrikse
editor
Clay
Vivian Rodriguez
Library
Kilns

Elaine Marland
Shane Gallagher

Raku firings
NZP
delegate

Mike Atkins
Nicola Dench

21 Ames Street Paekakariki 5034
20 Motueka Street, Ngaio, Wgtn
6035
14a Salisbury Garden Court, Cecil
Road, Wgtn 6012
36 Tuapapa Street, Johnsonville,
Wgtn 6037
47 Simla Crescent. Khandallah,
Wgtn 6035
139 Awarua Street, Ngaio,
Wellington 6035
69 A Clifford Street. Johnsonville,
Wgtn 6037
8 Reserve Road, Plimmerton 5026
Villa 7, 35 Ganges Road,
Khandallah, Wgtn 6035
4 Haumia Street, Johnsonville

04 905 2586
938 8207

gwynwilliams@gmx.com
davee@paradise.net.nz

473 5356
021 121 6531
477 6829

kate.ford48@gmail.com

970 2113
027 356 4025
479 1299

roger.pearce.nz@gmail.com

477 1334
021 024 00550
233 0003
479 1522
027 678 6006
973 2852

zhilkina_lyubov@mail.ru

58 Viewmont Drive, Harbour View,
Lower Hutt 5010
146 Mulhern Road, Judgeford,
Porirua 5381
49A Moxham Ave, Hataitai, Wtn
6021
91A Webb Street, Wellington
183 Tinakori Road, Thorndon, Wgtn
6011
13 Nevay Road, Miramar, Wgtn

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

238 2779
021 661 324
972 0811
021 264 5414
384 4718

saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.c
om
vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

970 1205

kayne_nz@yahoo.co.nz
theclaypenguin@hotmail.com
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jcollier@symbolique.net

joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

roseo@klezmer.co.nz
costaf@clear.net.nz
fshkuo@gmail.com

marland@xtra.co.nz
shanedg@gmail.com

