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PRESIDENT'S PIECE
I have just had myself a late summer holiday. Bike trip up
the Whanganui river to Pipiriki, jet boat to Bridge to Nowhere,
mountain bike track and a bit of gravel road to National Park
village, Old Coach Road to Ohakune, Gentle Annie to Napier,
down little roads to Masterton, then over the Rimutaka incline
and Moonshine Road home. Fantastic. Lots of inspiration
for pots – from meeting-house carvings on the Whanganui
river to mountains and volcanic eruptionings and weird rock
formations and rusty old railway viaducts and steam engines
and golden, wind-swept rolling hills ...

At the rooms, we have plans to put in a window downstairs in
the glaze room. The room is dark and poorly ventilated, so a
window will be a great addition. Should be done in the next
couple of months.
In another change, this newsletter is now going to be coming
out every two months. Once upon a time, the newsletter was
the only way we had of communicating with members. It was
the only way to let people know about upcoming workshops,
exhibitions and other events. That was back in the day when
individual articles were typed up on a typewriter, stuck with
glue onto fresh sheets of paper, delivered to the printer for
mass photocopying, and then posted out by snail mail. But
email has changed things somewhat. Most WPA members
have email addresses these days, and increasingly we have
been advertising events via email. Makes sense. The
newsletter will continue, but it may change form a bit. We‟ll
still advertise all the events we organise in the newsletter, but
we feel we probably don‟t need to send it out every month.

In Upper Hutt, right at the end of my trip, I dropped in to see
the NZ Potters National Exhibition, Celebrating Ceramics, at
Expressions gallery. It‟s a fine exhibition, really high quality,
and great to see Wellington potters so well represented. If
you haven‟t seen the exhibition, I highly recommend that you
go. If you want, you could join the expedition to Upper Hutt
that we are organising for late April. A trip to the exhibition
followed by trip over to the Kapiti Coast to see a bit more
pottery (see the ad somewhere in this newsletter). For
photos from the exhibition opening and a review by Aimée
McLeod, see the NZP website here:
http://www.nzpotters.com/.

Gwyn

DIARY 2013
Wednesday 17 April
7.30pm

Come to the Movies. Mike Atkins and Gwyn Williams are putting together a selection of movies
(RP 10-90). Details page 2.

Sunday 21 April
10am - 3pm

Do you really make the most of our wonderful rooms? This day will introduce you to equipment
you may not even know exists, and give you some tips for using it. Rosemary O'Hara. Details
page 2.

Saturday 27 April
From 10am

Pit Firing Francesca Costa. Details page 2.

Sunday 28 April
10am

Car Pool Trip to the National Exhibition Celebrating Ceramics. Then travel on to visit Jenny
Shearer at Paraparaumu Beach. Rosemary O'Hara Details page 2.

Monday 29 April
to Wed 2 May

Children's holiday pottery programme. 3 classes 10-12 am or 1-3pm. Rosemary O'Hara.

Wednesday 1 May
7.30pm

Preparation for Agate Ware workshop. Richard Stratton. Details page 3.

Sat - Sun 18/19 May
10am - 3pm

Agate Ware workshop with Richard Stratton. This workshop will entail the production of various
coloured clays using oxides, and different coloured clays to create agate clay. Details page 3.

Tuesday 21 May
4.30-6pm

Kelburn Brownies. Help required. Vera Burton Details page 5.

Sat - Mon 1-3 June
10am - 5pm

Pottery Sale at the Rooms. Sell your pots, raise money for Wellington Potters, show off our
space to the public. Let us know if you want to sell your pots. Details page 5.
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Wednesday 12 June
7.30pm

An Introduction to Anagama. New to Anagama? Come and find out what it's all about. Details
page 3.

Saturday 22 June
7pm

Solstice Dinner. Write this date in your diary for a veritable seated banquet! Details next
newsletter.

DO YOU REALLY MAKE THE MOST OF OUR WONDERFUL ROOMS?
Whether you are a brand new member or have been using the rooms for a while, this day will introduce you to equipment you may
not even know exists, and give you some tips for using it. You could say it's a tour of the place with super-experienced tutor
Rosemary O'Hara.
For example:






How to use the slab roller
How to use the extruder
Using and applying club glazes
Using the spray-gun
Recycling clay

Anything else you want to know and there's been no one around to ask!
When: Sunday 7 April, 10am - 3pm
How much: $10. Leave this in the safe downstairs with your name and phone number to ensure you get a place on the course.

COME TO THE MOVIES!
Wednesday night 24 April 2013
Mike Atkins and Gwyn Williams are putting together a selection of movies RP10-90 (restricted to potters and their friends from 10 to
90 years.)
The club has an extensive collection of videos; some are made by professionals and some were taken at our own workshops with
visiting potters such as Rosette Gault - the paper clay pioneer.
Come after work and bring takeaways or food to share; then at 7pm we will settle down with a glass of wine for an evening's viewing.

PIT FIRING SATURDAY 27 APRIL 2013

Come and join us!
Tutor: Francesca Costa
Francesca has used the pit firing method for her own pottery forms over
many years. She has also tutored this firing process at Auckland Studio
Potters, and Wellington potters Association. Francesca continues to
experiment with primitive firings, with very pleasing results.
Starting time: We start at 10am with an introduction to the pit firing
method, with photos to illustrate this process. This will be followed by
the construction of a brick kiln by all participants (learn the skills to build
your own kiln at home).
Bring along: Several „bisque-fired‟ clay forms for the firing, including large and smaller forms (Burnishing pots optional). We hope
to include 2-3 pieces for each person in the firing.
Food to share for lunch and dry kindling always welcome!
Cost: The cost is minimal: just $10 per person to cover materials.
Please call Francesca on: 027 678 6006 to confirm your attendance, and for any queries regarding the preparation for this firing.
See you there!
(PLEASE NOTE THE FIRING WILL NOT GO AHEAD IF THE FIRE BAN IS STILL IN PLACE)

CAR POOL TRIP TO 'CELEBRATING CERAMICS'
This is the National Exhibition of NZ Potters' Inc. Held at Expressions Gallery in Upper Hutt. After that Jenny Shearer has kindly
arranged for us to visit her home and studio at Paraparaumu Beach. Contact Rosemary O'Hara if you would like to take your car, or
if you would like a ride. Phone: 233 0003, email: roseo@klezmer.co.nz. Sunday 28 April. We will meet at the rooms at 10am.
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AGATE WARE WORKSHOP WITH RICHARD STRATTON
This weekend workshop will entail the production of various coloured clays using oxides, and different coloured clays to create agate
clay. Participants will then use plaster moulds to create a tea pot/ covered vase/ bowl/ etc.
Wednesday evening session on 1 May 7.30pm.
Richard will have an evening at which he will talk about moulds and materials. Some of you may want to make 2 piece moulds for
the workshop, but a simple internal, Face Side press mould of a plate /dish would suffice. There would be some at the rooms that
could be used.
Day 1 - preparation of coloured clays and making patterns using a slab technique
Day 2 - pressing coloured slabs into pre prepared moulds, adding sprig decoration, we will also cover sprig moulds and
their uses
He will have pieces in an exhibition in the City gallery at the end of April where you will be able to see his work.
Register by putting money in the safe as usual, and emailing to wellingtonpotters@gmail.com. Places limited.
When: 18/19th May, 10am-3pm.
How much: $50 for members, $70 for non-members.

Agateware Teapots , Richard Stratton 2012

ANAGAMA 2013

AN INTRODUCTION TO ANAGAMA (ESPECIALLY FOR NEW MEMBERS) - WEDNESDAY 12 JUNE
One of the club‟s hidden gems is a Japanese styled Anagama wood fired kiln nestled in Horokiwi. One of very few in New Zealand,
it is fired annually. The next 100 hour firing is in August.
The firings draw a hard core of devotees attracted by the firing process, the hospitality, the venue and, importantly, the often exciting
and unexpected results that emerge when the kiln is opened. If you are a relatively new member or are simply a bit bemused about
Anagama firings, this evening is for you.
“An Introduction to Anagama” will include:
 A video presentation on the construction of the kiln, the loading and firing of the kiln and lots of images of the pots that emerge
from the process. Plenty of stuff to fire your imagination and pyromaniac tendencies.
 Information about the types of pots best suited to Anagama firings and also the clay you can use.
 The use of glazes.
 A discussion and question and answer session with Anagama firing masters Shige Ohashi (who designed the kiln) and Mal
Sole.
 A display of some Anagama pots.
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When: Wednesday 12 June, 2013
Time: 7:00 pm
Where: WPA Rooms, Grant Road.
The timetable for the firing itself and other bits and pieces follows:
STEPS

DATES

Receive pots at rooms (Upstairs): 10am - 3pm

Saturday 10 August 2013

Transport pots to kiln

Sunday 11 August

Load kiln

Monday 12 – Saturday 17 August

Fire kiln

Thursday 22 – Monday 26 August

Cool kiln

Tuesday 27 – Saturday 31 August

Unload kiln & BBQ: 11:30 am

Sunday 1 September

Alan Ross, Anagama Coordinator

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Chiyo Suzuki, Elina Nykänen, Sophie Taptiklis.

POTTERY CLASSES AT THE ROOMS
Monday 7-9pm handbuilding with Sarah Brock - http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/914-pottery-ceramics
Tuesday 7-9pm throwing with Mauritz Basson - http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/915-pottery-throwing-all-levelstuesday
Basic to intermediate 8 week course $235. Enrol online through the Community Education Centre.
Thursdays 5.30-7.30 and 7.30-9.30pm – Rosemary O’Hara
Throwing and hand building for beginners and beyond. 6 week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay and firing
costs. Phone Rosemary 233 0003 or email roseo@klezmer.co.nz.
Saturdays 9.45-11.45am – Anthea Grob & Rosemary O’Hara
Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and wheel throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus
clay and firing costs. Contact Anthea to enrol: anthea@ecofabric.co.nz.

Two of Yves Gaget' pieces are for sale – they are beautiful!
Please get in touch with the rooms if you are interested,
thanks.
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THE NEWSLETTER IS GOING TWO-MONTHLY!
It will be sent out in the first week of February, April, June, August, October, and December. The programme of coming events will
be advertised well ahead of time, and, as we do at present, reminders and updates will be sent out by email.
We want to ensure that we know whether or not you want to be contacted in this way and to ensure that we have your correct email.
If you get your newsletter by standard mail, there will be a brief questionnaire enclosed.
If you get your newsletter by email the questionnaire is attached separately.
Either way could you return your answers to Vera: davee@paradise.net.nz or phone 9388207. If we don't hear from you we will
continue with your status quo.

WELLINGTON POTTERS' POTTERY SALE AND FUND-RAISER
This is a chance to sell your pots on a cash and carry basis.
Where: At the rooms.
When: Queen's Birthday weekend Saturday 1 to Monday 3 July. 10am - 4pm.
Open to all members of Wellington Potters. If you want to sell your pots this weekend, you are required to help to run the sale, eg
help set up the rooms, put your name on the roster, volunteer for a demo on the wheel, etc. And distribute fliers.
There will no selection of pots, but we do reserve the right to withdraw any inappropriate work. Commission will be only 15%. We
will probably have a seconds table, but pots will have to be clearly marked as seconds.
We need to compile an email list of those wanting to participate in this.
Please let Rhonda know of your interest: email: rhondaedwardsnz@gmail.com or phone: 389 8751.
We would also like some photos of pots for a flier. If you have a good one please send it to Vera: davee@paradise.net.nz. We will
not necessarily use them all!

KELBURN BROWNIES - HELP REQUIRED
We are taking a session with the Kelburn Brownies on Tuesday 21 May from 4.30-6pm. This is to enable them to earn their 'Mud
Patch'. Vera has arranged all materials etc but needs up to five helpers. Not difficult or onerous! If you can help please phone Vera
938 8207 or email davee@paradise.net.nz

ANOTHER PAYMENT OPTION FOR CLAY PURCHASES AND KILN FIRINGS NOW AVAILABLE
You will have noticed we‟ve made some changes to kiln firing slips (including colours!) and there is a new “Banking Slip” (yellow). To
make your life a little easier, we have started trialling internet banking payments from members for purchases of clay or kiln firing
fees. Of course we will still accept cash and cheques.
The kiln firing slips (club firing is a green slip, private firing blue) now include a box to tick when you intend to pay by internet
banking. The yellow slip is your reminder note for you to take away with you of what you owe, what it was for (e.g. kiln fees, clay)
and WPA bank account details. Hopefully the slips are self-explanatory.
To make sure we are completing our accounts correctly, and so we can allocate funds accurately, we will need you to tell us a few
things when you do your internet banking payment. In the “Particulars” box, we will need to know your name and in the “Code” box
we will need to know what you are paying for (eg kiln fees, clay). Use the “Reference” box too if you need more room to explain.
We appreciate people paying promptly and in full. We‟ll be reconciling regularly and if you are tardy in your payment don‟t be
surprised if you get a phone call or e-mail from me as a reminder. We may remove the internet banking option if we have to chase
too many late payments.
Thanks
Janine

HIS OWN STEAM: A BARRY BRICKELL SURVEY
Barry Brickell's name is no doubt familiar to you as one of New Zealand‟s important potters, who pioneered a New Zealand form of
craft. As well as a potter, he‟s an artist, writer, environmentalist, railway enthusiast, working man – 78 year old Barry‟s DIY drive has
powered a creative life lived to the full.
I have been fortunate to work closely with Barry over the last two years while co-curating an exhibition of his life‟s work, with the
writer and long time friend of Barry‟s, David Craig. His Own Steam: A Barry Brickell Survey brings together over 60 years of ceramic
production, from Barry‟s early domesticware made in collaboration with art critic (and former flatmate) Hamish Keith through to his
magnificent sculptural murals and most well known forms, the curved Spiromorphs. Many of these works are being shown publically
for the first time.
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Barry Brickell‟s name is no doubt familiar to you as one of New Zealand‟s important potters, who pioneered a New Zealand form of
craft. As well as a potter, he‟s an artist, writer, environmentalist, railway enthusiast, working man – 78 year old Barry‟s DIY drive has
powered a creative life lived to the full.
I have been fortunate to work closely with Barry over the last two years while co-curating an exhibition of his life‟s work, with the
writer and long time friend of Barry‟s, David Craig. His Own Steam: A Barry Brickell Survey brings together over 60 years of ceramic
production, from Barry‟s early domesticware made in collaboration with art critic (and former flatmate) Hamish Keith through to his
magnificent sculptural murals and most well known forms, the curved Spiromorphs. Many of these works are being shown publically
for the first time.
In putting together the show we travelled around the country tracking down Barry‟s work in the most unlikely of places. Probably the
most exciting find was the largest – a mural made in 1981 and displayed in the foyer of an Invercargill meat processing company.
Arguably Barry‟s most significant piece, we have been working with the company for the last year to get the mural off the wall and in
the show.
But for Barry, it‟s his work developing Driving Creek, his home and studio as
well as a wildlife sanctuary and home grown narrow-gauge railway, which is
the most significant achievement of his life.
Barry began building the railway line in 1975 to transport clay and wood to
his studio. In 1990 he opened the railway to paying customers, and over the
years Driving Creek Railway has become one of the foremost tourist
attractions in Coromandel, attracting visitors from all over the world. Entirely
handmade, the railway takes passengers up a replanted Kauri forest,
through two spirals, three tunnels, five reversing points and several viaducts,
culminating at the “Eyefull Tower”, which, as its name suggests, provides a
glorious vista of the Hauraki gulf.
Driving Creek is not just filled with tourists, but with a community of artists
and writers. Over the years Barry has supported and mentored dozens of
artists to live and work there, including potters Helen Mason and Paul
Maysek, and painters Tony Fomison, Michael Illingworth and Nigel Brown.
The exhibition His Own Steam: A Barry Brickell Survey opens at The Dowse
Art Museum on the 4th May – 11th August, and tours nationally during 2013
– 2014. A major book by Auckland University Press has been published
simultaneously.
Emma Bugden
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As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Articles for March newsletter need to be emailed to Saskia by 25 May 2013
(saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com)
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COMMITTEE 2013
President

Gwyn
Williams

21 Ames Street Paekakariki 5034

04 905 2586

gwynwilliams@gmx.com

Vice
President

Vera Burton

20 Motueka Street, Ngaio, Wgtn 6035

938 8207

davee@paradise.net.nz

Secretary

Kate Ford

14a Salisbury Garden Court, Cecil Road,
Wgtn 6012

473 5356
021 121 6531

kate.ford48@gmail.com

Treasurer

Janine
Collier

36 Tuapapa Street, Johnsonville, Wgtn 6037

477 6829

jcollier@symbolique.net

Past
President

Roger
Pearce

47 Simla Crescent. Khandallah, Wgtn 6035

970 2113
027 356 4025

roger.pearce.nz@gmail.com

Sarah Brock

148 Nicholson Road, Khandallah, Wgtn
6035

021 212 7499

sarahbrockartist@gmail.com

Joe
Zuccarello

43 Awarua Street, Ngaio, Wgtn 6035

479 1299

joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Safe/banking

Lubya
Zhilkina

69 A Clifford Street. Johnsonville, Wgtn
6037

477 1334
021 024 00550

zhilkina_lyubov@mail.ru

Glazes

Rosemary
O‟Hara

8 Reserve Road, Plimmerton 5026

233 0003

roseo@klezmer.co.nz

Pit firings

Francesca
Costa

Villa 7, 35 Ganges Road, Khandallah, Wgtn
6035

479 1522
027 678 6006

costaf@clear.net.nz

Oversight of
rooms

Alii Scott

56 B Oxford Street,Tawa, Wgtn 5028

550 8289
022 012 8059

aliijulianna@gmail.com

Co-opted members
Anagama
co-ordinator

Alan Ross

58 Viewmont Drive, Harbour View, Lower
Hutt 5010

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Newsletter
editor

Saskia
Hendrikse

146 Mulhern Road, Judgeford, Porirua 5381

238 2779
021 661 324

saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com

Clay

Vivian
Rodriguez

49A Moxham Ave, Hataitai, Wgtn 6021

972 0811
021 264 5414

vivian.rodrigez@clear.net.nz

Library

Elaine
Marland

91A Webb Street, Wgtn

384 4718

marland@xtra.co.nz

Kilns

Shane
Gallagher

183 Tinakori Road, Thorndon, Wgtn 6011

Raku firings

Mike Atkins

13 Nevay Road, Miramar

NZP
delegate

Sue Scobie

shanedg@gmail.com

970 1205

kayne_nz@yahoo.co.nz
suescobie@xtra.co.nz
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