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PRESIDENT'S PIECE
We had our first committee meeting of the year recently. It
was another crazy summer‟s day. I don‟t remember a
summer so warm and sunny.

On a different note, we recently received the Wellington City
Council‟s new leases policy and various questions about our
membership, insurance, finances and so on. As part of the
new policy, we need to have an asset management and
maintenance plan. The council now requires this of all
organisations that own a building that is sitting on council
land. They want to know that we have planned and
budgeted for the upkeep of the building.

We are still looking for ideas about workshops and events to
run during the year. Let us know your thoughts. We hope to
have our annual anagama firing in August this year. Jenny
Shearer‟s teapot workshop ran recently and was very well
received. Thanks Jenny!

The policy is sensible. We certainly need to plan for
maintenance and to make sure we put aside money for
necessary repairs. One thing that won‟t last forever is the
roof. We painted it a couple of years ago and will probably
need to replace it in the not-too-distant future.

The 54th NZ Potters National Exhibition, Celebrating
Ceramics, is opening this month at Mt Marua Gallery at
Expressions Arts and Entertainment Centre in Upper Hutt
http://www.expressions.org.nz/. The exhibition runs from
Saturday 23 March to Sunday 12 May. It should be great.
Well worth a train trip.

Gwyn

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?
If you would like to receive the WPA newsletter by email instead of hardcopy please send your email address to Vera at
davee@paradise.net.nz. Receiving the newsletter by email will help the club with economics and the environment. You will also
receive it sooner (and in colour)! Cheers 

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to new members Philippe Levesque, Ali Little, Jack Newberry, Kris Light, Gina Rawlings, James Dawson, Clare
O‟Connor, Karen O‟Leary-Doyle, Michael Doyle, Caitlin Doyle, Breane Doyle, Declan Walsh, Erin Walsh, Nigel Speers, Emma
Bugden, Brendan O‟Sullivan, Jayne Montgomery, Wiebke Ashby, Jo Hee (Joy) Moon Alasdair Duncan, Denise Guy, Vivienne Askey

POTTER IN RESIDENCE 2013 - SHANE GALLAGHER

Shane has taken up residence in the upstairs studio at the Wellington Potters‟ rooms for 2013. You will see Shane around the
rooms – on average for 20 hours a week throughout the year. The potter in residence pays rent for the studio, and Shane‟s task is to
work on his own projects, and be available as an “educational resource” for club members. One of the conditions of the role is that
the potter in residence runs two workshops for members. So look out for those later in the year.
Shane hails from Christchurch. He arrived in Wellington in 2011 and signed up as a club member. He became a regular quiet
presence at the rooms, and he rapidly made a contribution – kiln firer, kiln mender and teacher of one of the night classes. He has
worked hard to research and persuade on the club‟s gas kiln proposal. Shane has a range of qualifications in the arts – he has a
Graduate Certificate in Design (web & graphic), he majored in painting for his Advanced Diploma in Arts, and he has an Otago
Polytechnic Bachelor of Fine Arts, with a major in ceramics.
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In his application he said that he wanted to continue to develop the craft of making ceramic art, and the spirit that is associated with
making art. He wants to continue to develop his ideas. "I enjoy pushing the boundaries of form and exploring unconventional
methods of production. I am interested in how ceramics is so closely connected to the experience of living and how it can affect and
enhance our daily rituals."
Many of us have seen his recent work – double walled vessels with dramatic glaze effects - in our 2012 exhibition, and for sale in
other places in the city. We will be able to watch and see what he works on this year.

NEW ZEALAND ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS – CLIFT TO CLA AND CERAMICUS 12
It was great to read in your newsletter the positive response from your President, Gwyn Williams, to the Wellington Potters‟
Association‟s annual exhibition Ceramicus 12 at the Academy of Fine Arts in October last year. The staff and I were equally pleased
with the exhibition. As part of the collaborative process involved in setting out the works for Ceramicus 12 we also discussed „where
to from here‟ and there was agreement that the Academy is keen to maintain and develop its long-standing relationship with WPA
through our exhibition programme.
I would be pleased to receive expressions of interest from WPA members interested in participating in the group exhibition Clift to
Clay: Pottery and Photography scheduled at the Academy 14 May – 11 June 2013. Exhibitors would need to provide a body of work,
not just one or two pieces. Clift to Clay will run concurrent with Mirek Smisek 60 Years 60 Pots, curated by Mahara Gallery. This is
the first ever full survey exhibition to consider Smíšek‟s life‟s work and is the final opportunity to see it before works are returned to
collectors and collections. We are working on accommodating up to 20 potters in Clift to Clay alongside this show. For all the details,
please contact me at 04 894 1721 or Email: director@nzafa.com
Dr. Warren Feeney

PIT FIRING SATURDAY 27 APRIL 2013

Come and join us!
Tutor: Francesca Costa
Francesca has used the pit firing method for her own pottery forms over
many years. She has also tutored this firing process at Auckland Studio
Potters, and Wellington potters Association. Francesca continues to
experiment with primitive firings, with very pleasing results.
Starting time: We start at 10am with an introduction to the pit firing method,
with photos to illustrate this process. This will be followed by the
construction of a brick kiln by all participants (learn the skills to build your
own kiln at home).
Bring along: Several „bisque-fired‟ clay forms for the firing, including large and smaller forms (Burnishing pots optional). We hope
to include 2-3 pieces for each person in the firing.
Food to share for lunch and dry kindling always welcome!
Cost: The cost is minimal: just $10 per person to cover materials.
Please call Francesca on: 027 678 6006 to confirm your attendance, and for any queries regarding the preparation for this firing.
See you there!

POTTERY CLASSES AT THE ROOMS
Monday 7-9pm handbuilding with Sarah Brock - http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/914-pottery-ceramics
Tuesday 7-9pm throwing with Mauritz Basson - http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/courses/915-pottery-throwing-all-levelstuesday
Basic to intermediate 8 week course $235. Enrol online through the Community Education Centre.
Thursdays 5.30-7.30 and 7.30-9.30pm – Rosemary O’Hara
Throwing and hand building for beginners and beyond. 6 week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay and firing
costs. Phone Rosemary 233 0003 or email roseo@klezmer.co.nz.
Saturdays 9.45-11.45am – Anthea Grob & Rosemary O’Hara
Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and wheel throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus
clay and firing costs. Contact Anthea to enrol: anthea@ecofabric.co.nz.
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MAKE A TEAPOT WITH JENNY SHEARER 16-17 FEBRUARY 2013 – Barbara Spencer
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YVES GAGET DEMONSTRATION WORKSHOP 2-3 MARCH 2013 – Jenny Shearer

Wellington Potters were fortunate to have the opportunity to host this well
known potter from Biol-le-Haut in the Central region of France. Gloria Young
and I had visited his showroom in 2009 and more recently Linda Forrest
attended a workshop there.
Yves along with other French potters has just been visiting Australia and
showing at the Manningham Gallery in Melbourne and at the annual
Warrandyte Expo just outside the city. Linda offered to host him and his wife
Maryse here in Wellington afterwards.
Yves has been potting for 35 years and is an exponent of the traditional “Terre
Vernisee” method. That is a type of earthenware (mainly domestic). Thrown
first, next covered with a white slip (while leather hard), decorated, incised and
finally glazed and fired to 1050c missing out the bisc process. Many potters
from that region use this age old method of production. Even the colours used
are as they were 200 plus years ago ... oxides of cobalt, copper, iron and
manganese. Yves is a master of this difficult technique and it was a treat to
see his effortless skill in this demonstration.
He says he chooses to work in this medium for its colour, radiance and the
brightness it brings to one's home. The raw glazing makes for better
vitrification and integration of the body. The decoration is inspired by regional
and traditional elements.
Everyone who practises throwing should have been here!! The small touches on clay additions, the piecrust tops and the dramatic
handles are all within the scope of every potter - it's just that he does them better and uses the simplest tools to hand. I notice he
manages not to get bits of colour and clay on the vessel in progress and
seems to keep clean surfaces by just wiping his hands on his apron (no
towel). One tip he suggested was for extruded handles. Put glad-wrap
around the sausage of clay before extruding then there is no mess to clean
later. The slip consistency was of thin cream and the aim is to have a
certain transparency so the warmth of the terracotta shows through just
lightly.
The decorating is a combination of brushwork, slip trailing and scraffitto. A
small rubber bulb (ear syringe) with the addition of thin plastic tubing
(outside of copper wire) is used for the trailing. A small sharp carbon point
in a wooden bit for the incising and a variety of fattish brushes for the
painting. The important thing is to get the slip on right and the decorating
can be done anytime. A light wash of iron over the white slip gives a more
golden hue and the glaze is a clear one using lead bisilicate (fritted lead)
and a 1% addition of iron oxide for a creamy touch. Most of his decorating
is done at the wheel.
Some of us had a turn decorating the bowls and it was a reminder that this
technique takes practise, practise and more. Thanks go to Linda for
hosting, Rosemary for the prep work and Gloria for the party afterwards ...
A great weekend!
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Two of Yves' pieces are for sale – they are
beautiful.
Please get in touch with the rooms if you are
interested, thanks.

FROM THE ROOMS
Pots that dry out without being finished will be thrown to the recycling every now and then. Uncollected work in the kiln room will go
to death row and eventually be disposed of. Please check the shelves to see if you have any forgotten work waiting for you.
Everything you leave at the rooms should fit in your cubby hole. Please remember to take your excess gear home. Please also
return bats and other equipment immediately after use. Don‟t remove any WPA equipment from the rooms.
Cubby holes
There are a few cubby holes that are full of lots of mystery stuff. These cubby holes have not been assigned to anyone, and yet they
are full. Is the stuff yours? If so, could you please remove it before we do.
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Electric Kiln Workshop
This workshop is for anyone who wants to learn about electric kiln firing. If you want to get a kiln licence so that you can fire the kilns
at the rooms, this workshop is essential. We will cover a bit of theory about what goes on in the kiln, plus loading and unloading,
programming the computer controllers, cleaning glaze off shelves, safety, how to avoid breaking things and other catastrophes, and
more.
If you want to come, please email Gwyn: gwyn.w@gmx.com
When: Wednesday 3 April at 5.30pm
Where: At the rooms

Do you really make the most of our wonderful rooms?
Whether you are a brand new member or have been using the rooms for a while, this day will introduce you to equipment you may
not even know exists, and give you some tips for using it. You could say it's a tour of the place with super-experienced tutor
Rosemary O'Hara.
For example:







How to use the slab roller
How to use the extruder
Using and applying club glazes
Using the spray-gun
Recycling clay

Anything else you want to know and there's been no one around to ask!
When: Sunday 21 April at 10am - 3pm
How much: $10. Leave this in the safe downstairs with your name and phone number to ensure you get a place on the course.
Some events to look forward to
June looks like being an interesting month!
We hope to arrange a pottery sale for members which will also raise money for the club. We hope people will come looking for
bargains, and we will keep our commission very low. Keep you posted as soon as we can finalise everything.
We will be having a Pre Anagama evening especially for those who haven't taken part in this before. What to expect, the best
shapes, etc in plenty of time for the actual firing.
A Solstice dinner - sit down 3 course meal. See if you can recognise your fellow potters in their glad rags!
A pit firing evening similar to the anagama one, covering shapes techniques etc for those taking part in a later firing.
Come to the Movies!
Wednesday night 24th April - Mike Atkins and Gwyn Williams are putting together a selection of movies RP10-90 (restricted to
potters and their friends from 10 to 90 years.)
Come after work and bring takeaways or food to share; then at 7pm we will settle down with a glass of wine for an evening's viewing.
Point Howard Art Society closing down
The Point Howard Art Society is closing down and they have to vacate their rooms in Wanui by
31 March 2013. Items for sale are:






7 cubic foot Furnace Engineering kiln with shelves, in excellent condition
3 talisman electric wheels
Lunia shelving
Chairs and tables
Weaving looms

Make an offer! Ring Nan 568 3375 or Beryl 586 9049
An addition to our Pottery Collection
Jenny Shearer has kindly donated one of her teapots to our collection. Jenny is a Life Member
and former president of our Association. This teapot will be on view in the library. Also in the
collection is the 'Inaugural Jug' thrown at opening of new rooms at Hansen Street, Newtown in
October 1980 when Jenny was president. This is of historical interest, but Jenny does not
consider it a sample of her work!
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RICHARD STRATTON – AGATE WARE WORKSHOP

Advance Notice
When: 18/19 May, 10am-3pm
How much: $50 for members, $70 for non-members
This weekend workshop will entail the production of various coloured clays using oxides, and different coloured clays to create agate
clay. Participants will then use plaster moulds to create a tea pot/ covered vase/ bowl/ etc.
Day one - preparation of coloured clays and making patterns using a slab technique.
Day two - pressing coloured slabs into pre prepared moulds, adding sprig decoration, we will also cover sprig moulds and their uses.
Register by putting money in the safe as usual, and emailing to wellingtonpotters@gmail.com. Places limited.
Agateware Teapots, Richard Stratton 2012

Richard will hold a Wednesday evening session on 1 May at which he will talk about moulds and materials. Some of you may want
to make 2 piece moulds for the workshop, but a simple internal, Face Side press mould of a plate /dish would suffice. There would
be some at the rooms that could be used.
He will have pieces in an exhibition in the City gallery at the end of April where you will be able to see his work.

ANAGAMA 2013 – Alan Ross

Anagama Firing Stirrings
Preparations for the next anagama firing in August are well underway with full
advantage being taken of the exceptionally fine weather.
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Firewood
The general consensus was that the last firing was probably the most successful thus far. One of the major contributing factors was
the very dry firewood available. About half of the wood required for the ninth firing has been cut and split (and left to dry), and is now
in the throes of being stacked. Thanks are due to a number of enthusiasts including Graeme Houston, Roger Pearce, Mal Sole,
Gwyn Williams and Mike Turner who have and are contributing to the process. Others who have volunteered to help, but whose
services have not yet been used, have not been forgotten. You can expect a call.
Maintenance
The kiln itself will undergo some maintenance work before the firing including relaying the bricks in the stepped sections of the floor
of the kiln. There was subsidence or slumping in this part of the floor during the previous firing. This was probably due to water
seeping in and eroding the mortar holding the bricks in place. This resulted in the some of the kiln shelves tilting in ways that were
not helpful to the pots being fired which did not please the firing master, Shige Ohashi. He has lifted the offending bricks and is
experimenting with different types of mortar before the bricks are relayed in a few months. In addition, some of the key bricks in the
top of the kiln that have dropped a little will be forced back into place with a car jack and secured by adding more buttressing rocks
to the sides of the kiln to restrict some of the expansion that occurs during a firing.
As some of you who participated in the last firing will be aware, a section of corrugated plastic roofing at the back of the kiln shelter
disintegrated and will have to be replaced. Murray McGaughran has kindly volunteered to do the repairs.
Drainage
The drainage system on the site has been improved. When the kiln was built a drain was installed below the level of the firing pit to
remove much of the water that would have otherwise accumulated in the firing pit. Water from one of the shelter‟s two gutters was
also channelled into it. Water from the other gutter was directed into a barrel. This arrangement worked well except during
occasional downpours that have occurred during the course of the 5 day anagama firings. The entrance to the kiln shelter then
becomes a quagmire. Using the drain laying expertise of Roger Pearce and Mal Sole and pipes provided by Graeme Houston, an
additional drain has been installed to take the overflow from the barrel and also water from the roof of the adjacent Mad Hatter‟s kiln.
This should make the area much drier underfoot.
Introduction to Anagama
As the club has attracted a number of new members unfamiliar with the magic of anagama firings, thought is being given to holding
an evening session in early June that could best be described as an “Introduction to Anagama”. This will cover the types of pots and
clays that lend themselves to such firings, the use of glazes and, among other things, the firing process itself. We will also discuss
the opportunities for novice pyromaniacs to become involved in the kiln loading and firing processes. It‟s lot of fun. More information
about this will be published in the next newsletter.
The timetable for the firing itself and other bits and pieces follows:
STEPS

DATES

Receive pots at rooms (Upstairs): 10am - 3pm

Saturday 3 August 2013

Transport pots to kiln

Sunday 4 August

Load kiln

Monday 5 – Saturday 10 August

Fire kiln

Wednesday 14 – Sunday 18 August

Cool kiln

Monday 19 – Saturday 24 August

Unload kiln & BBQ: 11:30 am

Sunday 25 August

Alan Ross, Anagama Coordinator

RHONDA'S WEDDING POTS
When I was asked to do the flowers for my daughter's wedding I was both flattered and shattered. The wedding was in New
Plymouth. Transporting large floral arrangements in our current heat wave was not an option. But as I thought about it I considered
that maybe small could solve my problem. And so small it was.
Eighty five little vases, each one different with the initials of the bride and groom stamped with borrowed lettering provided by Wisha.
The in laws purchased the flowers so It was a comparatively simple task on the morning of the wedding to make dozens of simple
arrangements. I was much pleased with the final impact.

8

So, I got by with a little help from my friends. Vivian for advice, Barbara for rescuing me after a disastrous glazing session and
Shane for a nice steady firing. Many thanks. ere is a photo of the second batch fresh from the kiln and another of some of the
tables. The guests got to choose keepsakes as wedding favours. They went so fast I nearly missed out on my own memento.
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COMMITTEE 2013
President

Gwyn
Williams

21 Ames Street Paekakariki 5034

04 905 2586

gwynwilliams@gmx.com

Vice
President

Vera Burton

20 Motueka Street, Ngaio, Wgtn 6035

938 8207

davee@paradise.net.nz

Secretary

Kate Ford

14a Salisbury Garden Court, Cecil Road,
Wgtn 6012

473 5356
021 121 6531

kate.ford48@gmail.com

Treasurer

Janine
Collier

36 Tuapapa Street, Johnsonville, Wgtn 6037

477 6829

jcollier@symbolique.net

Past
President

Roger
Pearce

47 Simla Crescent. Khandallah, Wgtn 6035

970 2113
027 356 4025

Roger.jann.pearce@gmail.com

Sarah Brock

148 Nicholson Road, Khandallah, Wgtn 6035

021 212 7499

sarahbrockartist@gmail.com

Joe
Zuccarello

43 Awarua Street, Ngaio, Wgtn 6035

479 1299

joe.zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Safe/banking

Lubya
Zhilkina

69 A Clifford Street. Johnsonville, Wgtn 6037

477 1334
021 024 00550

zhilkina_lyubov@mail.ru

Glazes

Rosemary
O‟Hara

8 Reserve Road, Plimmerton 5026

233 0003

roseo@klezmer.co.nz

Pit firings

Francesca
Costa

Villa 7, 35 Ganges Road, Khandallah, Wgtn
6035

479 1522
027 678 6006

costaf@clear.net.nz

Oversight of
rooms

Alii Scott

56 B Oxford Street,Tawa, Wgtn 5028

550 8289
022 012 8059

aliijulianna@gmail.com

Co-opted members
Anagama
co-ordinator

Alan Ross

58 Viewmont Drive, Harbour View, Lower Hutt
5010

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Newsletter
editor

Saskia
Hendrikse

146 Mulhern Road, Judgeford, Porirua 5381

238 2779
021 661 324

saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com

Clay

Vivian
Rodriguez

49A Moxham Ave, Hataitai, Wgtn 6021

972 0811
021 264 5414

vivian.rodrigez@clear.net.nz

Library

Elaine
Marland

91A Webb Street, Wgtn

384 4718

marland@xtra.co.nz

Kilns

Shane
Gallagher

183 Tinakori Road, Thorndon, Wgtn 6011

Raku firings

Mike Atkins

13 Nevay Road, Miramar

NZP
delegate

Sue Scobie

shanedg@gmail.com

970 1205

kayne_nz@yahoo.co.nz
suescobie@xtra.co.nz

As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
Articles for March newsletter need to be emailed to Saskia by 25 March 2013
(saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com)
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