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PRESIDENT'S PIECE
By the time you get this newsletter, the anagama firing
will probably be under way. I hope you took the
opportunity to participate. Once the firing is over, we‟ll
let the kiln cool for a week before cracking the wicket.
Unloading on 23 September. Not long before our
annual exhibition …

You‟ll also get some great pics if you run a google
search. And there‟s a Kim Hill interview about Castle
you can download:
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/saturday
/audio/2518500/simon-manchester-potter-len-castle
Mirek, who some of you will know, was born in
Czechoslovakia and came to NZ in 1951. He was one
of NZ‟s first full-time professional potters, establishing a
studio near Nelson in 1957 before moving up to the
Kapiti coast in the late 60s. His salt-glazed work is
legendary. There‟s a nice photo of Mirek on Te Ara,
the Encyclopaedia of NZ:
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/nelson-region/14/2

Somewhere in this newsletter, you‟ll see an ad about
our AGM on 28 October. The AGM is open to all
members. It‟s a chance for you to come and find out
what‟s been going on behind the scenes and to have
your say. During the AGM, we‟ll elect the committee for
the coming year. So if you are interested in getting
involved in running the club, think about standing for
the committee. We are always looking for keen people
to help out. The club depends on volunteers – without
them, we couldn‟t function.

Anyway, just thought I‟d mention some of the old
timers. If you are new to pottery, it‟d be well worth
checking these people out. Their work is inspirational.
And of course there were many more than just those
three. They were part of what some call the studio craft
movement. I have just got a copy of a PhD thesis by
Nelson potter Vic Evans that looks at this movement.
He explores the development of the movement from
1949 to 1992, the British and Japanese influence, the
conflicts between amateurs and professionals, the
relationship between art and craft, the organisations
that were set up, the professionalisation that occurred
over time. And along the way he profiles some of NZ‟s
really interesting potters. I‟ll look at getting a copy in
the library at some point. And if you haven‟t yet
discovered the library, go have a look.

There have been some really interesting exhibitions on
recently featuring some of NZ‟s pioneering potters.
One was at Te Papa, called „Peter Stichbury: A Potter‟s
World‟. Another was at the Dowse: „Len Castle: A
Tribute‟. And in Dunedin recently, I stumbled upon an
exhibition of Mirek Smisek‟s work.
Stichbury was born in 1924. In the 1950s, he travelled
to the Leach Pottery in St Ives, England, and to Abuja
in Nigeria, where he worked alongside influential
English studio potter Michael Cardew and local potters.
The Te Papa exhibition had some wonderful examples
of his work in which you could see the Nigerian
influence. There were also some great photos. Try
googling. The Dowse exhibition featured Len Castle‟s
amazing volcanic and geological-inspired forms.

Gwyn

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Rebecca Flowerday, Michelle Taylor, Luke De Pina, Geeta Das, Carol Devlin
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?
If you would like to receive the WPA newsletter by email instead of hardcopy please send your email address to Vera at
davee@paradise.net.nz. Receiving the newsletter by email will help the club with economics and the environment. You
will also receive it sooner (and in colour)! Cheers 
CONE 6 MID-FIRE GLAZES
A couple of months ago, we advertised that you would not have to pay anything to have your work fired to cone 6. We
have now brought this period of free firings to an end. There are new prices up at the rooms. Mid-fire is cheaper than
stoneware. There are also new cone 6 glazes. Try them out.
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WPA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – Sunday 28 October 2012 at the rooms, time tbc
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Business
Apologies
Minutes of AGM held 16 October 2011
President‟s Report
Treasurer‟s Report
Elections:
 Officers
o President
o Vice President
o Secretary
o Treasurer
 Members: Six
7. Other Business
A COUPLE OF NOTES ABOUT THE ELECTION
The officers of the Association shall be a president, vice president, secretary and treasurer. In addition there shall be a
further six elected members who together with the immediate past president (ex-officio) shall comprise the Committee
(WPA Rule 9).
Nominations of officers or of members of the Committee may be made at, or before the Annual Meeting, but no person
shall be nominated unless he or she is either present in person, or has consented in writing to stand for the position
(WPA Rule 13).
APPLICATIONS FOR POTTER IN RESIDENCE 2013/14
The Wellington Potters‟ Association (WPA) has a separate mezzanine studio space for use by a Potter-in Residence.
Applications by letter or e-mail are now invited from potters/ceramists at solo exhibition level. Applicants may apply to
occupy the studio for terms of one or two years. The WPA will provide the successful applicant with a year or two years‟
use of the studio at the Wellington Potters‟ Centre, 130 Grant Road, Wellington. The period of use will run from 1
January to 31 December 2013 or 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2014 There is no automatic right of renewal. If a two
year term is approved, there will be a review conducted on or about the anniversary of the appointment. The outcome
of that review will determine whether the appointment will continue for the second year of the term.
The appointee will be required to:








Pay WPA $25 per week (payable monthly in advance) for the studio as a contribution towards overheads
Be available during attendance at the rooms as an educational resource for club members
Be in residence for an average of 20 hours per week during the 12 month period of appointment. It is expected that
the appointee will use the studio for at least 40 weeks
Be fluent in English
Pay all costs of the production of his/her work
Donate two weekend educational sessions in their area of speciality to WPA each year
Be or become a member of WPA and participate in club activities

Applications should include:






A CV/bio
An overview of what you hope to achieve during the term as potter-in-residence
An overview of the contribution you would make to WPA during the term as potter-in residence
An overview of what you could cover in the weekend educational sessions
Photos of your work

Applications close on Friday 28 September 2012. If you wish to be considered please provide your application by e-mail
to wellingtonpotters@gmx.com (please put Potter-in-Residence in the subject line) or write to: The President, Wellington
Potters‟ Association, PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington. If a person is appointed, the appointment will be made by not
later than 31 October 2012. The WPA will enter into a formal agreement, covering the position, with any appointee.
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CERAMICUS 12

A FINAL REMINDER ABOUT “CERAMICUS 12”
The annual exhibition of our members work
In conjunction with Watercolour New Zealand's
"Diamond Jubilee Exhibition"
and Ikebana International (Wellington Chapter)
When: 12 - 21 October 2012.
Where: Academy Galleries, 1 Queen's Wharf, Wellington
Opening night: Thursday 11 October
Guest potter and selector: Brendon Adams
 Receiving: Sunday 7 October from 10 am to 4 pm at Wellington Potters Centre. Note the upstairs
room will be closed to members on that day only. (This is a change as selection will be at the Academy
galleries this year.)
 A reminder that we are looking for pots for Ikebana arrangements. These can be for sale and are not
part of the exhibition selection. They will need to be delivered to the rooms by October 1st clearly
labelled with your name and price and marked 'For Ikebana. The Ikebana arrangers will select those that
are suitable for them. There is no entry fee for these pots.
 Your invitation to the opening is printed in this newsletter. Please bring it with you to gain entry.
 A number of leaflets advertising the exhibition are available at the rooms for distribution. Please check
the list and see if you can help by taking them to a venue near you.
 Spare copies of the conditions of Entry and Entry forms are available at the rooms.
 Please Note: If you enter pots in the exhibition you are expected to also take a turn at minding it. So,
when you bring in your pots on Sunday, 7 October you will asked which day you will be available for the
roster. Of course you can help with the roster without submitting pots - it's a great opportunity to view the
exhibitions in peace and quiet. Get in early and phone or email Rhonda with your preferred time 389
8751, rhonda_je@yahoo.co.nz.
 If you have any queries call Vera on 938 8207, email davee@paradise.net.nz

2012 Workshop/Events Programme
Month
September

October

November

Date
Sat 15 & Sun 16

Activity
Workshop

Sun 30

Workshop

Sun 7
Wed 10
Thurs 11

Ceramicus

Sunday 28
Sat 23 & Sun 24

AGM at the rooms
Workshop

Subject
Making casseroles, tagines
and pots with lids
Abbots glaze workshop
presented by Paul Pepworth
Receiving Day
Selection
Opening, closes 2 pm

Coordinator/tutor
Vivian Rodriguez

Throwing big pots

Vivian Rodriguez

Robyn Connolly

Gwyn Williams

ABBOTS GLAZE WORKSHOP – PRESENTED BY PAUL PEPWORTH
This workshop will explore various techniques for applying Abbots mid-fire glazes, with an emphasis on experimentation.
Paul will demonstrate how liberating it can be to abandon the simplistic process of dipping glazes in favour of pouring,
brushing and trailing.
During the first half of the workshop, Paul will demonstrate some of his favourite glazes and techniques. Participants will
then be invited to consider the effects they would like to produce, and Paul will guide them through the process of
developing these. The workshop will help you get the best out of the materials whilst reducing the risk of failure and
disappointment - an opportunity to learn from an expert. Paul Pepworth runs Decopot, which owns Abbots Glazes, and
has 30-plus years of experience in pottery and industrial ceramics. See the Abbots Facebook page for some great
photos and more - Decopot website.
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What to bring?
 Cameras are essential
 Lunch to share
 You should also bring 4–6 small pieces of bisque ware to experiment with - shallow bowls and plates are best –
about saucer sized. Even broken pieces will do.
Where and when?
 Sunday 30 September at the WPA clubrooms
 10am start – the workshop will run for about 4 hours
Cost? $10 – please pay on the day
Register now
You will need to register for this. Please email our treasurer Robyn to reserve a place: rob.c@paradise.net.nz
FROM THE ROOMS
Compulsory orientation for new members
Membership of WPA requires attendance at an Orientation Session.
Sessions are held for new members in the 1st and 3rd weeks of each
month according to demand. Bookings are essential. Please contact the
facilitator hosting the session of your preference.
Week 1: Thursday 9pm
Contact Rosemary O'Hara: roseo@klezmer.co.nz or ph 233 0003
Weeks 1 and 3: Saturday 11am
Contact Kate Ford: kate.ford48@gmail.com or ph 473 5356

Craig contemplating one of his sculptures at his recent
exhibition at Thistle Hall
Vivian at Philosophy house

ANAGAMA BECKONS
Here's the overall timetable for the firing and related activities:
STEPS
Receive pots at rooms (Upstairs): 10am - 3pm
Transport pots to kiln
Load kiln
Fire kiln
Cool kiln
Unload kiln & BBQ: 11:30 am

DATES
Saturday 1 September 2012
Sunday 2 September
Monday 3 – Saturday 8 September
Wednesday 12 – Sunday 16 September
Monday 17 – Saturday 22 September
Sunday 23 September

If you would like to be part of this exciting event or have any questions please contact me at: alross@clear.net.nz
Alan Ross, Coordinator
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Wire sculpture workshop
Where and when: Pt Howard Art Society/Wainuiomata, 16 & 23 September 2012 11am – 4pm
Tutor: Sue Millar
This workshop is suitable for beginners and non-beginners alike with tutor examples and ideas to work from, or bring
your own. A selection of wire gauges will be supplied for small projects. For large projects, bring your own materials.
Week One

Week Two






Practice exercise - line drawing in wire
Construction of own design

Build on previous week‟s sculpture with paper mache or
other materials or
Continue with week one‟s piece or build another



COST: $25 per session
BYO lunch - tea/coffee provided





Maximum 12 participants, minimum 6 to proceed
Enrolment & payment required by 9 September 2012
48 hours withdrawal notice required prior to workshop or forfeit fee
For all enquiries and enrolment, call Claire Laurenson on 970-1222
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Pottery classes at the rooms
Mondays (Shane Gallagher - handbuilding) and Tuesdays (Mauritz Basson - throwing) 7-9pm
Basic to intermediate 8 week course $145. Enrol through Onslow College (phone 477 1118, email
commed@onslow.school.nz)
Thursdays 5.30-7.30 and 7.30-9.30pm – Rosemary O’Hara
Throwing and hand building for beginners and beyond. 6 week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay
and firing costs. Phone Rosemary 233 0003 or email roseo@klezmer.co.nz.
Saturdays 9.45-11.45am – Anthea Grob & Rosemary O’Hara
Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and wheel throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $120 per
course, plus clay and firing costs. Contact Anthea to enrol: anthea@ecofabric.co.nz.
Children’s holiday program classes at WPA
7 years up - October 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 10 am to 12 and 1 to 3 pm - $85.00. Contact Rosemary O‟Hara 233 0003 to
book.
MAKING CASSEROLES, TAGINES AND POTS WITH LIDS WITH VIVIAN RODRIGUEZ, WPA POTTER IN
RESIDENCE
Saturday and Sunday 15 and 16 September
10:00 am to 4:00 pm At the Rooms
Cost: $50
This workshop will be full participation. It is suitable for all
throwers
The workshop will cover:





Throwing casseroles and tagines
Making lids
Handles and knob
Glazing and finishing tips

What to bring: Your favourite clay, and a dish for shared lunch
To book: Please email vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz or leave your
name on the Vivian Rodriguez workshop booking list near the phone at
the rooms. Pay on the day but remember if you book but fail to show,
you will be charged the full fee.

NEWS FROM JENNY SHEARER
Hi everyone ... I am half settled in my new abode at 48 Manly St
Paraparaumu Beach (picture enclosed).
Could I extend a welcome to any WPA members who might be
passing this way. My new studio is in the double garage on the
property but located just around the corner from the house in Arthur
St. Lilly dog is enjoying her daily walk on the beach. Kapiti Island
seems so close you could swim there (maybe!)
I will be part of The Kapiti Arts trail on the weekend of Nov 2nd. My
near neighbour Frank Light (cnr Manly and George Streets) will also
take part. Frank has a beautiful studio and makes a variety of work
including press moulded plates.
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I have a new 11 cu ft gas kiln which is about to be connected. Please note my old 9 cu ft FE gas kiln is going free to a
good home. Needs a little TLC but still has some life left.
My home phone is 04 905 2648 and cell 027 286 9912.
Cheers everyone
Jenny Shearer
NEWS FROM DAVE SMISSEN
Greetings - I trust you are keeping healthy and all is well at Potters well insulated and warm premises. After much effort
and a cold Winter I now have a 2 cubic ft FE kiln (a new FE3) installed in a shed on our section and am teetering
towards producing some work...
I've joined a potters group in Richmond that has very good facilities but have only been there once as it's an hour's drive
away. Not too practical for popping in to check on hour a firing is going or to see if pots are ready for trimming. My
workshop in the garage is much more convenient albeit a bit chilly when the temperatures drop into the minus area.
Life here is very different to the big smoke. We are now doing pest and predator trap servicing and are becoming adept
at handling dead vermin. We get the mail three times a week (delivered to our PO Box), the radio is only receivable via
a satellite dish and we do our shopping once a week -if you forget anything you do without it.
Regards to all my friends
Dave Smissen
PO Box 52
St Arnaud 7053
03 545 7338
FOR SALE: COTTER DOWN DRAUGHT LPG GAS KILN

















Four floor mounted burners with an adjustable flue entrance
makes for an even temperature distribution when firing.
1300 c capable
Suitable for both oxidation and reduction
External measurements 1 metre by 1 metre by 1400 height
(HHome garage size)
On castors and surprisingly light
In good condition – last firing April 2012 (Easter break)
Two floor shelves included
Stainless steel flue (base section of flue visible in attached
photo)
Spare copper gas pipe
2@ 45 kg lpg bottles (full)
Gas regulator and bottle linkage
“Elec furn” digital thermometer and linked pyrometer (Seen on roof of kiln in photo)
An open yardstick ruler on right hand side indicates sizes
Purchaser to pick up - will fit on an 8 by 10 trailer
Card index of oxidation and reduction recipes – including those elusive copper reds
Original installation and running instructions attached

This is being sold because I need the studio space for its replacement electric kiln and because I‟ve moved on from
wheel work (old hands!). I‟ve moved away from needing to use glazes and now do bisque firing only and Raku.
The asking price reflects my interest in having gas firing available to Ceramic society members.
All up $750.
David McCann
26 Tiritoa Tec, Feilding (Tiritoa Art)
Phone 06 3236001 or cell 027 334 5717
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COMMITTEE 2011/2012
President

Gwyn Williams

21 Ames Street, Paekakariki

04 905 2586

gwynwilliams@gmx.com

Vice President

Mauritz Basson

9 Kilgour Way Crofton Downs

381 6751
021 227 8151

mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.
com

Secretary

Kate Ford

14A Salisbury Garden Court,
Cecil Road, Wadestown,
Wellington 6012

473 5356
021 121 6531

kate.ford48@gmail.com

Treasurer

Robyn Connolly

2 Worcester Street, Wilton,
Wellington 6012

977 8448

rob.c@paradise.net.nz

Immediate Past
President

Roger Pearce

47 Simla Crescent, Khandallah

970 2113
027 356 4025

roger.jann.pearce@gmail.com

Newsletter editor

Saskia Hendrikse

146 Mulhern Road, Judgeford¸
Porirua 5381

H 238 2779
021 661 324

Saskia.Hendrikse@buddlefindla
y.com

Librarian

Elaine Marland

91A Webb Street, Wellington

384 4718

marland@xtra.co.nz

Host

Rhonda Edwards

12 Connaught Terrace,
Brooklyn,
Wellington 6021,

389 8751

rhondaedwardsnz@gmail.com

Cubby Curator &
WPA Forms

Donna O’Connor

32 Greyfriars Crescent, Tawa
Wellington 5028

210 2321
027 575 6477

waywardkiwi@gmail.com

Joe Zuccarello

139 Awarua Street, Ngaio,
Wellington 6035

479 1299

Joe.Zuccarello@vuw.ac.nz

Vivian Rodriguez

49A Moxham Avenue, Hataitai
Wellington 6021

972 0811
021 264 5414

vivian.rodriguez@clear.net.nz

Anagama
Coordinator

Alan Ross

58 Viewmont Drive, Harbour
View, Lower Hutt 5010

566 8922

alross@clear.net.nz

Database lists

Vera Burton

20 Motueka Street, Ngaio

938 8207

davee@paradise.net.nz

Kiln firings

Shane Gallagher

Kilns & Raku

Mike Atkins

13 Nevay Road, Miramar

970 1205

kayne_nz@yahoo.co.nz

Pit Firings

Francesca Costa

Flat 7, 35 Ganges Rd,
Khandallah

479 1522
027 678 6006

costaf@xtra.co.nz

Glazes

Rosemary O’Hara

8 Reserve Road, Plimmerton
5026

233 0003

roseo@klezmer.co.nz

Accounts

Janine Collier

jcollier@symbolique.net

NZP Delegate

Sue Scobie

suescobie@xtra.co.nz

Committee

Co-opted Members

shanedg@gmail.com

Articles for August newsletter need to be emailed to Saskia by 30 September 2012
(saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com)
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As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street), Wellington 6011
or PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6141 | Phone (04) 473 3680 | Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com

This is your personal invitation. Please print it off/cut it out
and bring it with you to gain entry.
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