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Roger's Ramblings
Greetings. I have just banked the takings from the exhibition and the
sales at just over $6,000 look pretty good after just seven days. Value
of all exhibits up for sale is $10,629. In addition so far we have raised
over $3,000 for the Christchurch Earthquake Appeal. Well done
everyone.

There are some important dates to note: details elsewhere in this
newsletter.
Saturday, 17 September: a Bring and Buy at the rooms. We will be
selling off surplus bits and pieces and lots of magazines that have been
donated by retired members but also, if you have pottery stuff you
would like to sell or just pass on to others then bring it along. It‟s
cheaper than Trade Me!!

The opening on Friday was very well attended with an estimated 80
enjoying the diverse selection of pottery and art beautifully curated
thanks to Mia Hamilton and Alfred Memelink and of course the
refreshments, the latter thanks to the hard work of Vera Burton and her
helpers. Kate Fitzharris, our Selector and Guest Artist, spoke about
her work and underlying philosophy: „I like materials that have already
had a life before I make use of them as they bring with them a story to
tell‟. Unfortunately the PA system did not function properly and those
who were not close to her could not hear her very well. Sadly, two
pieces were broken early on in the show so in future we will secure
pots with „quake wax‟ to minimise the risk from the public touching
things.

Sunday, 25 September: Working Bee. There is a variety of work to be
done after the winter see page 2.
Sunday, 16 October: AGM
At the opening of the exhibition a long-time member commented to me
how good it is to see such a diverse and younger membership with
members from many parts of the world and lots of activity and creativity
at the rooms. That is certainly most encouraging and long may it
continue, which brings me to the question of the coming AGM. The life
blood of any organisation depends on the interest and vigour of
members and in particular of the elected committee. We have had a
very good committee for the last twelve months and the club is in good
shape but as a couple of us are standing down after many years on the
committee it‟s time for some more new faces. Being a committee
member is not arduous with everyone sharing the tasks and it‟s a good
opportunity to get to know other members so I urge everyone to think
about making themselves available. The AGM will be a relaxed affair
at my house and, as been the case in the past, we share an informal
pot-luck meal after the meeting. So please note the date in your diary.

On 24 August a dozen or so members enjoyed a really fascinating
journey on a pushbike through the USA, parts of Europe, India,
Srilanka and Japan courtesy Gwyn Williams who returned a month or
so ago from his solo biking trip through these countries. Armed with
little more than a camera and tent he brought back some truly amazing
photos and really interesting insights, especially from his time in India
and Srilanka. Thanks Gwyn. We saw only 1200-odd of your 8000 plus
photos so part 2 some time?
See you there.
Cheers, Roger

Calling all Potters and Handmade Crafters!!
Wellington Underground Market is looking for pottery, crockery and ceramics artists to sell their creations at a special theme market on Saturday 19
November 2011. Our weekly Saturday market is held in a covered car park on the Wellington Water Front adjacent to Frank Kitts Park. It is very
popular with locals and tourists. We see thousands of customers each Saturday so it is a great opportunity to make a sale!
We are offering a free table space ($120 value) to anyone interested. You are also welcome to combine with a friend and share a space. You will
still need to pay our regular $30 application fee, but then you‟ll be able to come back on any weekend you choose for future markets. We have
wonderful holiday markets in December as well!
Please email Claire at admin@wellingtoncreative.co.nz if you'd like to have a stall or have additional questions.
Details
Saturday 19th November - 10am - 4pm, Frank Kitts Carpark (Jervois Quay). For further information please visit www.undergroundmarket.co.nz

New members to WPA
A warm welcome to the following members: Jude Robertson, Linda Forrest, Ben Crotty.

Newsletter by email?
If you would like to receive the WPA newsletter by email instead of hardcopy please send your email address to
Vera at davee@paradise.net.nz. Receiving the newsletter by email will help the club with economics and the
environment. You will also receive it sooner (and in colour)! Cheers 
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Sale Day – 17 September 10am to 2pm
Surplus Items for sale - buy the club‟s unwanted items
pestle & mortar (large)

$30

air compressor

$100

Paasche airbrush set, complete

$100

set of science scales in box

make an offer

2 x Badger airbrushes

$25 each

plus pieces of airbrush equipment

gold coin

Cobcraft 8 cuft kiln

make an offer

Gold coin donations for the following:
tools
2 wooden banding wheels
pottery magazines & books
OR bring in to sell/exchange your own surplus tools, pots, pottery books etc
Any queries: email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com or leave a message on 473 3680.

Working Bee – Sunday 25 September 2011
Come along and help - many hands make light work. Things to do include:
Routine cleaning of sludge buckets.
Painting handrails, steps and parking spaces. Bring a brush - we have paint.
Kiln room: dealing to pots in „Death Row‟.
Glaze room: if you have your own private glazes in the glaze room now is the time to remove them (other than glazes for DCA and potters in
residence). We will remove/recycle anything left.
Building - repairing the white timbers on the exterior & putting up a ceiling in the porch (this may take more than one day but we can get it
started).
Storeroom: building a raised concrete step to the storeroom to prevent flooding and adjusting the roller door - volunteer needed - we will
supply the Readymix.
Removing rubbish to the tip (including the old 9cuft Cob kiln).
Mowing the grass (we have a weedeater).

Pottery classes at the rooms
Mondays and Tuesdays 7-9pm – Vivian Rodríguez
Basic to intermediate 8 week course $145. Enrol through Onslow College (phone 477 1118, email commed@onslow.school.nz)
Thursdays 7-9pm – Rosemary O’Hara
Throwing and hand building for beginners and beyond. 6 week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay and firing costs. Contact
Rosemary to enrol: phone 233 0003, email roseo@klezmer.co.nz.
Saturdays 9.45-11.45am – Anthea Grob & Rosemary O’Hara
Introductory and intermediate class in hand building and wheel throwing. 6-week courses run continuously. $120 per course, plus clay and firing
costs. Contact Anthea to enrol: anthea@ecofabric.co.nz

Applications for Potter-in-Residence for 2012/13
The Wellington Potters‟ Association (WPA) has a separate mezzanine studio space for use by a Potter-in Residence. Applications by letter or email are now invited from potters/ceramists at solo exhibition level. Applicants may apply to occupy the studio for terms of one or two years.
The WPA will provide the successful applicant with a year or two years use of the studio at the Wellington Potters‟ Centre, 130 Grant Road,
Wellington. The period of use will run from 1 January to 31 December 2012 or 1 January 2012 to 31 December 2013. There is no automatic right
of renewal. If a two year term is approved, there will be a review conducted on or about the anniversary of the appointment. The outcome of that
review will determine whether the appointment will continue for the second year of the term.
The appointee will be required to:
Pay WPA $25 per week (payable monthly in advance) for the studio as a contribution towards overheads.
Be available during attendance at the rooms as an educational resource for club members.
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Be in residence for an average of 20 hours per week during the 12 month period of appointment. It is expected that the appointee will use the
studio for at least 40 weeks.
Be fluent in English.
Pay all costs of the production of his/her work.
Donate two weekend educational sessions in their area of speciality to WPA each year.
Be or become a member of WPA and participate in club activities.
Applications should include:
A CV/bio;
An overview of what you hope to achieve during the term as potter-in-residence;
An overview of the contribution you would make to WPA during the term as potter-in residence;
An overview of what you could cover in the weekend educational sessions; and
Photos of your work.
Applications close on Friday 30 September 2011. If you wish to be considered please provide your application by e-mail to
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com (please put Potter-in-Residence in the subject line) or write to:
The President
Wellington Potters‟ Association
PO Box 6686
Te Aro
Wellington
If a person is appointed, the appointment will be made by not later than 31 October 2011. The WPA will enter into a formal agreement, covering
the position, with any appointee.

Exhibition: Sharlene Schmidt
After 3 International Residencies and Exhibitions, and a multitude
of National group and solo events, Sharlene is ready to show at
the Academy of Fine Arts. She brings here for the first time, a
solo show based on the international language of music and
emotion.
Throughout Sharlene‟s excursions to Italy, India and Albania her
work involving music became the one language that anchored
her, going “Beyond Words” to stimulate communications.
Sharlene‟s series of Oils looks at moments within sounds that
create emotional responses. All art starts with a moment, a
moment of happiness, fear, sorrow or anger, it is portrayed through sound, dance, movement, and visual concepts, though each of us may form a
different interpretation, the moment of truth is in the glimpse of realisation, that being human we understand sound on an emotional level.
From Opera through to Heavy metal, around the world from the poorest singing on the street to the riches of theatres and concerts, we all have
listened with our ears and eyes to some form of music. Sharlene explores the art form within the Art, where did it start? Where was it going? Or
was it simply an analogy in the first place?
Sharlene‟s intention is to generate discussion around the sentiment portrayed in each work, a harmony through vision rather than sound.
Opening: 5:30 - 7pm September 23rd 2011 - Joined by Classical Band “Wall Street Sprinters”
Where: New Zealand Academy of Fine Arts, 1 Queens Wharf, Wellington
When: Mon – Sun 10:00am – 5pm
Exhibition duration: 23rd – 29th Sept 2011 Learn more by visiting: www.nzafa.com, www.nzartguild.co.nz/sharleneschmidt

GLAZE-ON-GLAZE WORKSHOP - Cone 6 Glazes
Paul Pepworth of Decopot Ltd is offering to hold a two day Glaze-on-Glaze workshop focusing on the use of Abbots Cone 6 glazes over the
weekend 1-2 October 2011. He says:
Day 1 will cover the methodology for investigating and exploring a large number of possible glaze combinations using dipping, waxing, and
brushing glaze layers. Attendees will make up their own test swatches and these will be fired overnight in your electric kiln – (switching on at about
3pm).
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Day 2 will involve a discussion on mixing and preparing glazes for use, a discussion on the fired results and the next steps. The end of the morning
session will be the end of the formal workshop. I will remain available through the afternoon for discussions with workshoppers who have further
questions or who wish to have assistance glazing additional pieces of their own.
He will supply all the glazes and test pieces (tiles and bowls) to be used in the first firing.
The cost for members will be $50 per head for the two days, to be paid in advance by no later than 1 September.
You may pay either by placing you cheque/cash with a note stating “Cone 6 workshop” in the safe in the kiln room or by direct credit to WPA's Bank
Account: 020568 0024590 00. In the Particulars box enter WORKSHOP, in Code box CONE6 and in Reference your SURNAME & INITIALS.
Enrollments must be in by no later than 17 September.
Any queries to Roger 970 2113 or email rojann@paradise.net.nz

Potters profile: Gloria Young
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Jock Fleming
We were saddened to hear of the death recently of Jock Fleming, doctor, potter, track builder, skier; and a life bursting at the seams.
Jock left school at 16, and worked in the Wairarapa before enlisting in the Army in 1941. The following year he
transferred to the Air Force, which led to service at Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. In 1953 Jock
graduated with a medical degree from Otago University and in the same momentous year married Betty, who
was also at Otago.
From 1955, Jock worked as a GP in Thorndon, with Pat Skinner. He actively supported the College of
General Practitioners, and encouraged academic facilities at the Medical School for those going into general
practice. During this time he also worked as a medical officer in the Department of Inland Affairs where he
was an advisor for the Colombo Plan and helped overseas students. This work inspired an interest in
adolescent medicine. Following the establishment of the Student Health Service at Victoria University, he was
appointed Medical Director in 1964. It was a job he thoroughly enjoyed until his retirement.
After the pressure and long hours of his medical career, he began the next stage of his life, where he was free
to throw himself into his many and varied projects.
Jock was an active member of the Wellington Potters in the late 80s and early 90s, making mostly domestic
ware finished with his own glazes. A bowl of his with a dark jade green glaze featured at his funeral. The photo
is of a jug Jock made which fired in our recent salt firing. He was our librarian for many years, and was the first to make a complete catalogue of the
books and magazines. He also served as vice-president for 2 years. And in the early 90s he organised many memorable trips: I think this
contribution is best described in an article from the newsletter following a pre Christmas trip to the Wairarapa in 1996. Written by Alan Bagnall. This
is a trip into nostalgia for many members.
"Roses, coffee and Marmite toasties! What a great beginning! ("Apple Downs", Greytown). Then we squeezed back into our massive bus, bound for
Paul Melser's. He is amazing. As well as having just spear-headed a successful campaign to save the Waiohine River from damming, he is
currently creating steel, copper and aluminium sculptures as well as his wonderful pottery. We wandered through his display room and workshop
watching with awe as he demonstrated throwing a casserole and lid, then turning on his clay hump. This looked like a great technique when
wanting to produce such light-weight ware. Those of us who had been before were impressed with the growth of his kanuka forest.
After "Bennett's Hill" with it's huge old trees, it's wonderful garden and nursery (more roses), our driver skillfully steered the bus between gate
pllisades into "Little Otahome" with it's delightful hidden gardens. Next through overgrown shelter belts into Gladstone Vineyard. Even the vineyard
grew roses! Because as we learned, roses get mildew before the grapes - a warning to spray.
By late afternoon our bus was getting loaded with pots, plants and bottles. I'm sure if they'd had chickens we would have bought those too. Our
driver was very patient, though he did admit to me that potters are only mildly exciting - on a recent tour he had driven Carmen and an entourage of
international drag-queens to a midnight rendezvous with a pie cart at Moa Point!
Then finally into Stuart Fyfe's hospitality and the friendly Wairarapa Community Potters. A great barbeque, a wonderful ending to a full-on day.
There I discovered my favourite wine of the day - home-made peach!
Congratulations to the committee and particularly Jock for his meticulous research and organisation. Even
the bus company's error in providing a bus that was short on seats making us play musical chairs, turned
into a bonus by doubling the day's meetings and conversations. Great fun, a very special day!"
One of the doctors caring for Jock summed him up well. Although she did not know him for very long, she
said he was a wonderful man; very much the gentleman; with a great depth of personality and a brilliant
smile.
Thanks for all the memories Jock. You were one of the willing builders in our Association.
Vera Burton

Cooking corner
Easy Cheesy Muffins (makes 12) - Mary Lines made the most fabulous muffins for the Barbara Spencer workshop last month and we felt morally
obliged to share the recipe. Mary served them hot and in tiny cases.
2 cups (200g) grated tasty cheese
1 ½ cups self raising flour
½ tsp salt
1 small table spoon sugar
pinch cayenne pepper
1 egg
1 cup milk

Put cheese, flour, salt, sugar & cayenne into bowl and mix lightly with
fingertips.
Beat egg & milk till combined.
Pour all the liquid onto dry ingrediants folding mixtures together taking
care not over mix.
Half fill greased muffin tins.
Place ½ - 1 tsp basil pesto in centre & top with remaining mixture.
Bake 210 degrees cels for 12 mins - cool before removing from tin.
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Cookies & Cream Cupcakes (makes 12) - Christine baked these lovely cupcakes for Vivian's workshop.
1 ½ cups all purpose flour
½ cup natural unsweetened cocoa
1 ¼ cup sugar
¾ teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
2 eggs
½ cup vegetable oil
1 teaspoon vanilla
¾ cup milk
¾ cup hot water
24 Oreos, plus more for crumbs

Frosting:
1 cup butter, softened
1 lb. icing sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
3-6 Tablespoons milk
2 or more teaspoons Oreo cookie crumb

Preheat oven to 350°F/180°C. Line tray with 12 baking cups.
Place one whole cookie or some broken pieces into each cup.
Mix the flour, cocoa, sugar, baking soda, baking powder and salt in a large mixing bowl using a
wire whisk.
Add the eggs, oil, vanilla and milk and mix well until thoroughly combined. Add the hot water
and mix until combined.
Transfer the batter (it will be very liquid) to a large measuring cup and then pour batter into each
baking cup so it‟s about three quarters full.
Bake for 18-21 minutes.
Frosting: Beat the softened butter in a mixer until smooth. Add vanilla and mix until combined. Add the icing sugar in three additions, scraping
down the sides after each addition.
Add a tablespoon of milk at a time and mix together until you achieve the consistency you like. Add the cookie crumbs and mix until completely
combined.
Place frosting in a decorator bag with a 1M tip and swirl on top of each cupcake.

Anagama

August would be a good month for a firing!

When the snow melted the snow fairies' work was revealed

From the Rooms
Check out the New Zealand Potters website http://www.nzpotters.com/Clubs/WellingtonPottersAssociation.cfm.
Clay
It was agreed in May that:
the use of mid fire range of clays for classes and for club use, and for standard club firings be adopted;
the Club stock appropriate clays and develop a range of new glazes to support mid fire clays; and
these changes will come into effect as at 1 October.
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Glaze Application Course
You have learnt how to throw, hand build or slip cast. Your work survives the drying and
bisque firing, only to be let down by your glaze application?
Let‟s get together and talk glaze application:
Waxing vs non-waxing
Brushing, pouring or dipping
Using club glazes – testing, sieving vs stirring
Bring your own bisque pots.
This session will be offered three times before the end of the year and is free to members.
10am – 2pm
Saturday 15th October 2011
Tuesday 8th November 2011
Sunday 4th December 2011
Text Mia on 027 6686711 or email mia.hamilton@xtra.co.nz to book your place on any of
these three dates.

August at the rooms - a picture gallery
Boys club preparing for Ceramicus

Another Kobi masterpiece

Shigi teaching Allii and Lyuba

Immortalising Happy Feet

Christina's cheese workshop

Vivian's sgraffito workshop
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Barbara's printing workshop

AGM Agenda
Sunday 16 October 2011 at 4 pm at the home of Jann and Roger Pearce, 47 Simla Crescent, Khandallah. Pot luck meal, BYO.
Business
Apologies
Minutes of AGM held 17 October 2010
President‟s Report
Treasurer‟s Report
Elections
o
Officers:
 President
 Vice President
 Secretary
 Treasurer
o
Members: Six
Rule Change: Membership
o
Explanation: As the Committee has waived the requirement that a person must first be nominated by a member before they can be
considered for membership, the following Rule needs to be amended. The Committee also considers it would be prudent to give the
club the authority to limit the number of members, should that need arise, by deleting the sentence “The Association shall consist of an
unlimited number of members”. These amendments, if adopted, will have to be submitted to the Registrar of Incorporated Societies:
o
Existing Membership Rule: “3a. The Association shall consist of an unlimited number of members. Any person over the age of 16
years shall be eligible for membership of the Association. Before any person shall become a member he or she shall be required to
have been nominated by a member, to have paid the prescribed subscription and to have been accepted by the Committee.”
o
Recommendation: It is recommended that Rule 3a be amended to read: “Any person over the age of 16 years shall be eligible for
membership of the Association. Before any person shall become a member he or she shall have paid the prescribed subscription and
have been accepted by the Committee.”
Other Business
Election Notes:
The elected officers and members, the immediate past president (ex-officio), and the co-opted members comprise the committee.
The in-coming committee appoints co-opted members.
Nominations Procedure:
Nominations of officers or of members of the Committee may be made at, or before the Annual Meeting, but no person shall be nominated
unless he or she is either present in person, or has consented in writing to stand for the position (WPA Rule 13).

Potters' Diary
Month

Date

Activity

Subject

September

Sat 17

Selling pots, materials and magazines

Sales Day

Wed 21

Committee meeting (final before AGM)

Sun 25

Working Bee

Sat/Sun 1/2

Paul Pepworth (subject to minimum number of registrations)

Glaze-on-glaze workshop

Roger Pearce

Sat 15

Glazing

Glaze Application Course

Mia Hamilton

Sun 16

AGM & Pot luck meal (BYO)

47 Simla Crescent

Roger & Jann

Sat 22

Raku Firing

Mike Atkins

Sat 5

Pit Firing

Francesca Costa

Tues 8

Glazing

Wed 16 (tbc)

New committee meets

tbc

Glaze Application Course

Sun 4

Glazing

October

November

December

Coordinator/tutor
Roger Pearce

Roger Pearce

Glaze Application Course

Mia Hamilton

Mia Hamilton
Glaze Application Course
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Mia Hamilton

Clays for sale at WPA
How to buy clay
New clay is kept under lock and key in the storeroom. The rooms manager, president and treasurer have keys. Clay is available for
purchase on Tuesdays between 10am and 2pm. Please pay immediately. Note that we can’t give change or receipts. Please also note
that you are able to purchase clay through Dave Smissen when he is at the rooms.
Abbots Stoneware: $22
Traditional buff stoneware.

PCW (Potters Clay White): $36
A versatile, pale grey-firing (grey in reduction) stoneware body with
excellent throwing characteristics. Suits many applications
(including raku firings because of a good thermal shock resistance).
80 mesh. Drying shrinkage 5-8%, total when fired about 16%.
Firing range: cone 9-10 (1257-1282 degrees centigrade).

Abbots Sculptural: $26
Grogged stoneware, suitable for raku or sculptural work. Low
shrinkage. Oatmeal buff colour in oxidation, brown in reduction.
Firing range: cone 8-10.

W10 (10kg): $23
White clay with a firing range from earthenware to stoneware
(similar to Abbots white). (Members using this are impressed with
its texture for throwing)

Abbots Red: $22
Fine, plastic earthenware. Orange terracotta colour at maturity.
50mesh. Firing range: cone 03-2 (1100-1150).
Red Raku (12.5kg): $26
Great for hand building. Grog content of about 30%. Pale
terracotta colour. Won‟t take glaze all that well. Firing range: cone
03-5

Primo white stoneware (10kg): $20
Primo buff stoneware (10kg): $20
Recycled clay: $7 per bag

Who’s Who in the WPA
President
Roger Pearce
970 2113
roger.jann.pearce@gmail.com

Cubicle Allocations
Rhonda Edwards
389 8751
rhonda_je@yahoo.co.nz

Raku Matters
Mike Atkins
970 1205
kayne_nz@yahoo.co.nz

Vice President
Mauritz Basson
381 6751
mauritz.basson@wellingtonzoo.com

Kilns – Club Firings
Mia Hamilton
mia.hamilton@xtra.co.nz

Pit Firing
Francesca Costa
479 1522
costaf@xtra.co.nz

Secretary
Alan Ross
566 8922
alross@clear.net.nz
Treasurer
Robyn Connolly
977 8448
rob.c@paradise.net.nz
Rooms Manager
Jo Moon
9721133
jomoon@paradise.net.nz

Kilns – Repairs
Mike Atkins
970 1205
kayne_nz@yahoo.co.nz
Glazes
Rosemary O'Hara
233 0003
roseo@klezmer.co.nz.
Newsletter Editor
Saskia Hendrikse
saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com

NZP Delegate
Jenny Shearer
976 1195
jennymary@paradise.net.nz
DCA Supervisor
Cate Pates
04 565 3734
021 143 7705
clpates@hotmail.com
Email address for the WPA
wellingtonpotters@gmx.com

Librarian
Elaine Marland
384 4718
marland@xtra.co.nz

As a club we try to keep our fees down while still covering costs.
If for financial reasons you feel excluded, please contact the President.
Articles for October newsletter need to be emailed to Saskia by 26 September 2011
(saskia.hendrikse@buddlefindlay.com)
Clubrooms 130 Grant Road, Thorndon (opposite George Street)
PO Box 6686, Te Aro, Wellington 6011
Phone (04) 473 3680, Email wellingtonpotters@gmx.com
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